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A Modeſt ATTEMPT — Goh Rl n, (rips 
ral Reſolution of the following QUESTIONS ;. 


4 Whether the SEVENTH. DAY SABBATH 
was given to ADAM in Paradiſe? 


II. Whether the ſame now obliges CHRIST IAN g? 


Occafioned by the Following PIECES lately wrote upon the 
. 8 3 SUBJECT; Viz 


* Hole 's Diſcourſe on the | Mr. Kil/ingwv95rth's Appendix to 
LOR Ns Day; his Supplement to the Ser- 
Mr. TFephjoy Diſcourſe con. | mons preached at Sa/ter's Hall 
cerning the Religious Obz againſt Popery, 
ſervation of the LOR D's| Mr. Dobel's Seventh Day Sab. 
Day, ce * , bath not obligatory on Chri- 
Mr. Chub/'s Diſſertation con-] /'*""> and his Appendix ; And | 
cerning the Time of keeping | Dr. Fatt:'s Holineſs of Times, 
a Sabbath ; Places and People; * 


In N hing, jud terial, offered by any of theſe 
GEN wat EN on ger n U N egative Sidg or Vo of the 


_above-mentioned QUEST IN 85 is impartially Conſidered, 
Ey ROBERT CORNTHYW AITE.* 


Since Form, Time and Place muſt be determin'd in one — or 
other, for the ſake of Order and Decency, whenever public wor- 
ſhip is perform'd, the Almighty may ſurely d termine them him- 

p ſelf, if he pleaſes, by a particular Command; and by ſo doing 
would help our Infirmities, and remove manx ny Doubts 

and Perplexities ariſing about it. 
Chapman's Anſwer to the moral Philoſoſ p. = 


The Will of God diſcovered in the holy Scriptures is 
Rule of religious Worſhip, neither is it lawful for Men 
viſe, any new ways of worſhiping him, or to receive and prac. 
tice any ſuch, when devis'd by other Men. 


Peirce's 1 whe Diſſentera⸗ Part II. p. 14 
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is the Glory and Happineſs of the 
| Britiſh 1fes, That, as Religion, or a 
nm D:/charge of the various Duties in- 
cumbent on us, as reaſonable Crea- 
tures and Chriſtians, with a View to 
the divine Favour, is intirely a perſonal Thing, 
(a due Allegtance to the State being firſt wiſely 
ſecured ) an honeſt Cultivation, Profeſſion, and 
Practice of our religious Principles and Senti- 
ments, is, in a very great Meaſure, happily free 
rom all thoſe i . cruel Diſcouragements, 
which, thro' the relentleſs Bigotry of ignorant, 
unchriſtian Prieſts, and the ſtrange Politics of 
unhappily deluded Princes, are the almoſt inſe- 
parable Concomitants of the moſt conſcientious Dif- 
ſent from the eſtabliſhed Religion in other Coun- 
tries: As we are providentially favoured with 
the kind Continuance of the divine Oracles, our 
Rule of Faith and Duty, in our Mother-Tongue ; 
and our. different Conceptions and Practices in 
Matters purely religious, are now, generally 
| ſpeaking, well underſtood to affect No-body but 
our ſelves, without having the leaſt Influence on 
the divine Approbation, or Diſapprobation with 
| A 2. E © 


RAin bir Nun, e 
or make us afraid; and not only fo, but we are 
alſo highly encouraged. freely to propoſe all our 
Doubts and our 725 res. with regard to any 


 - obſcure 7 Wer in cred Writings, in Ak | 
__ Publ — * 2 
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honeft Endeavours in pet: Peri 155 of Truth; witb 
this View, at the Requeſt of eee Priends, who 
| Lade a conßuerable Title to — poor Labour, 
I have permitted the follawing Ken = 
-fent from. the commonly receiv d Opittion, on 
Article 97 be dabbath, 70 be made * that, 
Jem in an Error, may be charitably bed 
into the Trath as it is in Jeſus ; being very ſen- 
jibleg that we. ſer but in part, and ate at a very 
great Remove from Infallibility in this imper- 
Je State; aud conſequently, tbat it is my Duty, 
as d\\reaſonable Creature: and a Chriſtian, to 
— all Things, and hold faſt that which is 


Ir," who beve Basen of the following Trad, 


ſbouſd be f e of 'S 
4 — 5 any Degree of Sarprize, 
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rmant near tuo Years, it 
Should" now appear at laſt; I ſhall only ſay this, 
| that bal it been originally deſigned fon e Preſs, 
ut wruld very probably. have made its Appearance 
: much — but 1 make nb Doubt, but this Cir- 
-ermftance will eafely be exous d, if, upon Peruſal, 
\ the Attempt itſelf does but appeat to deſerve Re- 
-gard ;\aebercas, rf har is here offered ſhould be 
found trifling, weak and inconclufiueys moſt, I 
Magin, will he Opinion, that iti prefer Pub- 
Mcation is too early: My 
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42 P 
— defend, in à piuin, rer and unforced Man- 
nner, without bei oblig'd to hand Recater fe to 
any one Argument, mkv deduced f 
Reafon or | Revelation: \ (4 
have long with Grief, make the 
Scriptusts Abr only. Rk of 7 Reich a Practice, 
are ſadly bæmper 71 in all. thein Contefts with the 

Papitts; » Theſe ſabtil Difputants, whenever they 
are pinch'd in Point of Argument, inflead of giv- 
ing a dirett Anſiver, immediately have Recour ſe to 
Ovjettions, as are derettly level d at ſome un- 
feriptural Practices which their Adverſaries ſtill 
retain, and. jo craftily: bring them inta the very 
fame Difficulties, under which they 2 
but juſt now. 'laboured 5 cubieh Method, in the 
Management of religious Gontrover fies, it is much 
to be fear d, too oftenleads the ſuperficial Reader 
to conclude, » Not only, Tbar it is much eaſier to 
 objets againſt Perſons f a-different Perjuafim, 
than to defend thoſe religious P We our- 
febves profeſs ; but alſo, That there's no ſucb 
Thing as a. conſiſtent Scheme of Chriſtianity to 
be formed; a Contlufion which every ſerious Chri- 
ſtian will abborr, and. conſequently muft neceſſa- 
rily. * N Succeſs to every Attempt to cut of all 
22 Occafions of fuch pernicious Inferencer e 
Papiſts, tis very weil known, haue ever 
objefted the firſt Day Sabbath agninſt the Pro- 
teſtants, as what has no 8 in Scrip- 
ture, but owes. its very Being to tbe Author: 
of.. the Church, 3 ay F the Week; 
they ſay, being the only ſcriptural Sabbathz which 
oh fallhuing Boy. 1 think, Nlainh m— 3 un- 


_ teſf 


conceriting. the Sabbath, -which I XS 
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leſs Proteſtants will at laſt agree, That that may 
be called à ſcriptural Practice, which has nei- 
ther Precept, Precedent, or Promiſe to encou- 
rage it, or Threatning to thoſe who neglect the 
Ob/ervation-of it, in all. the Bible: F therefore 
we defire to perſuade the Papiſts, that we are in 
tearneſt in our Reformation, and would have all 
Mankind believe, that we look upon Chriſtianity 
as ſomething more than à bare Name, it is un- 
 * doubtedly our incumbent Duty honeftly to give up 
thoſe Points, . which we. cannot fairly defend, 
without having. Recourſe to Authorities diſtinct 
from Reaſon. and Revelation, and to conform our 
Practice, as Chriſtians, in every known Inſtance, 
to Scripture Requirements; and till this.be done, 
J keartily deſpair of ever ſeeing the fo much to be 
dsr d general Conviftion of the Deiſts, or any 
available Confutation of the Papiſts ' _ _ 

Tf any candid Perſon fhould judge the following 
Treatiſe ſo far remote from Truth as to deſerve 
an Anſwer, he may.afſure himſelf, I ask no Fa- 
vou in Point of. „ rx Truth being my only 
Perſuit ; but ſhall be heartily glad to fie all ny 
Arguments overthrown, on confiſtent, Proteſtant 
Principles; I only defire a proper Regard may be 
paid to every Argument, and eſpecially where the 
Streſs of the Controverſy lies; otherwiſe, if, as 
bat been too common in this, as well as other 
Controverfies, the greateſt Difficulties are to be 
paſs'd over in Silence, there's no End of Wri- 
ting: 1 ſhall add no more, but my hearty Wiſhes, 1 

_ that the candid Reader may ſeaſonably attain to 4 
. the Knowledge and Practice of all ſaving Truth. 5 
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c H A eT E = II. 1 
Exhibits the Natural Evidences for 4 Sabbath. 4. 


Set. 1, Shows the Reaſoriablenef | 0 ſeting a- 
5˙ 
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part ſome Time To reſt. 


Seck. 2. "Bows the ReaſoHableſs of fo rt 
a t Ti ang 8 1 ie Wort of 0 we 
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CHAPTER 2 
Contains New Teſtament Evidences for a Sab 


bath. 9. 
Sect. 1. Our bleſſed Saviour kept the Seventh 
Day Sabbath. Io, 


"Set. 2. Contains eight Arguments to 
That Chriſtians are Lewie obliged Re: 


velation to obſerve the Seventh "Day Sab- 
bath, , | | I 3. 


CHAP. 
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= Sed. 1. Objections ed the Seventh in Fa- 
825 pour of a Firſt Day Sabbath a anfvered, . 


beck. As: ObjeSions in Favour of any of the 
"rſt fix Days of the Week as a Sabbath 
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25 to ute uſeful Part of the meer Animal 


e LL, who are 8 engag 'd 
, 2 2 . 22 1 in the Intereſt of public, ſocial 
. £ Þ Worſhip, and really convinc'd 
of the abſolute Neceſſity of al- 
2 A lowing ſome Time, for Reſt 
and Refreſhmentꝭ to che labou- 
ring part of Mankind, as well 


World, will eaſily percelve the great Reaſonable · 
ned of fixing a. ſtated — or theſe Accounts, | 
which may regularly peturm at certain, determi- 
fate Periods of Tine, as long as ever: there ſhall 


de Oceafiom for it; that ſo, the allowedly nocrſ- 


fary Time, for poblie Worſhip, and the needful 
Revruits.of onr” frail Natures, not preca- 
riouſly depend: on the tmeerly arbitrary and un- 
cert Will and Pleaſure of thoſe Perſons} who 
frequently are tos mut intereſted, cordiaily to 
promote the due and regular Obſervance: of it: 


E propoſe therefore} in the following: Eſg to 


treat on the Sabhnth, which is jultiy ſeppatel, 
by all: who own Revelation; he directly ap- 


propriated te de le, and here I ſhalb 
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The Word SATA defined.” "Chap. * 
Ik, ehe ble Werd Sabbath, or ſhow: bar 


We mean by It. . — * TTY 


Ildly, Brie 1% exbibit the natural Buidences of 
;- @ Sabb 


IIIdly, Confider what the Chriſtian I un 
' Offers with regard to this & ubjet. 3 
TVthly, Anſwer Objections; And 


Vthly; Treat of the Manner: of the N 
"ot of the Sabbath, 


8 4. P. I. 
| Contains a nau of th te W ord SA B rn. 


E aw Ward Dau, aal 7 1 
ing, ſignifies no more than Reft from 
Labour, but in Revelation ( from 
wthence we have borrowed our Idea 
of i 15 and where alone indeed the Sabbath ſeems 
to be found, as believ'd and practis d by the 
Generality of Mankind, however they may dif- 
fer with regard to the preciſe Day, or the man- 
ner of the Obſervation of it) it denotes a Day 
of Reſt from worldly Labour, except Acts of 
Neceflity ond Mercy, and ſet apart, in a pecu- 
liar manner, to the more ſolemn Exerciſes of 
Piety and Devotion; ſo that the Word Sabbath, 
in the Scripture Notion of it, conveys to our 
Minds a complex Idea of Reſ and Devotion: 
This will plainly appear from the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion of! it, as well as from the common Uſe N 
<Q 41 | 1 the 


N 0 : p..0 a 4 — 

Chap. 1. The Word SABBATH defined. 3 
the Word in all After-times: The - fir Inflitu- 
tion of the Sabbath ſeems to be in Gen, ii. & 
begin. where we read as follows, Thus, that is, 
in the manner, and in the fix Days, as before 
deſcribed, the Heavens and the Earth, or the 
Heavens; and all the terraqueous Globe, were 
Eniſhed, and all the Hoſt of them, or, and all the 
Creatures they contain, and on the ſeventh Day, 
as it of courſe muſt happen, God ended, or had 
ended , his Work, which he had made, and he 
reſted on the ſeventh Day from all bis M. ork which 
He had made, and Gol 1 the ſeventh Day 

and ſan#ified it ; becauſe that in it he reſted, or 
had reſted, from "all his Work which God created 
and made; whence we may obſerve, Firſt, That 
the firſt /eventh Day was naturally and neceſſa- 
rily a Sabbath with reſpect to God, as a Day of 
Reſt is ſignified by that Word; becauſe, in the 
ſix preceding Days, he had finiſhed all his Work 
of Creation: Secondly, That becauſe God him- 
ſelf reſted on it, therefore he bleſſed the ſeventh” 
Day, or pronounced it an honourable Day, or” 
a Day to be well ſpoken of above any of the 
other fix, and ſan#ified, or ſet it apart from 
that ſervile Labour, to which the reſt were-ap- 
propriated, to the peculiar Offices of Piety and 
Holineſs +, fer the bodily Reſt and Hiritual 
Advantage of all the future Generations of Man- 


55 The . hos, = ba » Tenſes the Practer and the Fu 
ture; The Practer comprehends the Senſe of the Porfet and Plu- 
perfetiFenſes, and ſo does the Future when us'd with j converfive. 
Accordin ingly. Tremellius and Junius have tranſlated the begining / 
of the 2 Verſe thus, Quum pc; fecifſet Deus die Jeptimo opus Ji, 
Kc. See alfo Bp Patrick upon the Place. * 

1 See Buxton and Opitius on the Words Nun and WY, 


240 . „ 2 | kind, : 


kind, as ell hrhereafier RM lber Ai, 
= _ . 
plainly: appears to hure. 

a Day of Reſt from worldly Labour; and t be 
peeuliarly ſet apart to huly Ui hav Word 
Sabbath ſeems to carry the-wery ſame 1 with 
it where ever it occurss in the ſacted ritings: 
1 hall therefore detain the Reader no longer 
about the Definition or Meaning of the Word 
Sabbatb; becauſe all, 2 a Sgbbath; ge- 
netally ſpeaking, at leaſt, feem to conſider it as 
a Day of 12 7 OM my alu, hs 7 to 


-U/es. 
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„ 0 N Bale ans 
Bxbibits the Natural Romer Ce a 8. ABR A TH, 


EI! Clearneſs, 9 m_ to the ma natu- 
ral Evidences for a Sabbath, it may be 
proper to obſerve, That there ſeems 
to be nothing in Reaſon, which will 

oblige: us to fix upon. one Hour, Day, Week, 
or. Month, in b ſeven, ten, twenty, or any 

one -determinate Number of Hours, Days, 
Weeks, or Months for a Sabbath, any more 
than upon an Hour, Day, Week, or Month, 
in fix, nine, fifteen, thirty, or any other deter- 
minate Number of Hours, Days, Weeks, or 
Months; or, which will point out to us the Ne- 
ceſſity of devoting the very ſame Portion of 
Time, to reſt from 1 Labour, _ the 
. or- 


deck. 4. 9 & SAA. "—, 
—— nd er ange i Taft, that 
ate better capable | 
Fatigue of five, or fix Days Lal — 
266 capable af-indoring the kke Bat —— 
and conſequently, Reſt, in the {ſame 


of Time, is by no means equally neceſſry to all; 
and. where Prudence, and Noceſſity, with vo- 


. | gard to our temporal Concerns, no ways inter- 
fere; 'Reaſon, - 1 — will by no means for- 
one 


hid our Day to Re, and another 
to holy: Uſes; ſo that all that I ſhall attempt 
ds this Head, and which the preſent Argu- 
ment requires, will be to thew the Reaſonable- 
nefs of {eting apart ſome certain, determinate 
Portion of Time, in the fucceflive Revolution: 
of it, To Ref} from bodily Lebnur, and alſo, To 

tbe Taye of 6. | Hou! 
— — N —— 


s E CTI ON I. 


Shews: the Reaſonablenes of Seting apart ſome 
certain, determinate Portion of Time, in tb 
ſeveral Revolutions ing it, Mp vent Ae ** 
FF Labour. 


Hoever kb the leaſt ſerious Reflection 
| on the paſt part of his Life, or on his 
praſent Capacities, and Conſtitution, will eafily 
perceive, t — he neither ever was, at preſent is, 
or is ever. likely to be, capable of ſuſtaining con- 
tinued Labour, even for any conſider able Num- 
ber of Days, with only the common Allo 
af nightly. Reſt, 3 viſibly impairing his 
natural Vigour, any more than the reſt, of his 


F chern Creatures of inferiour Kinds; Some Per- 


ſons 


N p n 

, * N N 
* 5 N . g 

& a hh rn » 9 4 * * © MAT 2 * * 
9 


1 Te Natural Evidences Chap: 2. 


LM al #0 


fons, tis true, are of more robuſt; healthy Con- 
ſtitutions than others are, and conſequently; 


more capable of working jonger with that Reſt 


than they; but as moſt, who are engag d even 
in the lei laborious Employs of Life, who, be 
ſides the common Reſt of every returning Night 


likewiſe ceaſe from Labour every-/#venth Bay, 


are, notwithſtanding, ſufficiently ſpent wien the 
Fatigue of fix Days out of ſeven; and mahy, 
who can afford it, are oblig'd, in regard to their 
Conſtitutions, to allow themſelves 2 ſtill farther 
additional Proportion of Reſt; as: this, 1 ſay; is 
the Caſe; Perſons, even of the ſtrongeſt Con- 
ſtitution, with no more than che we. Al- 
lowance of nightly Reſt, would ſoon, I believe, 
it will be eaſily granted, inevitably ſink under 
their preſent Burdens, and in a little Time, in- 
tirely incapacitate themſelves, as to all farther 
Uſefulneſs, and either become burdenſome in 
their Day and Generation, or praecipitately ha- 
ſten their own untimely Diſſolution; ſo that in 
Juſtice to Truth, or, as we would own our- 
ſelves Creatures incapable of continued Labour, 
we muſt allow ſome Time abſolutely neceſſary 
to be ſet apart for the Reſt and Refreſhment of 
our wearied Natures, beſides the common Al; 
lowance ot nightly Reſt ; and. conformable 
this Concluſion, is the practice of almoſt all the 
known Nations under Heaven, thoſe who are 
favour'd with Revelation, and thoſe who are 
not; and which is ſtill more, one Day in ſeven;- 


tho not the ſame individual Day, ſeems to have + 


gerienally prevail” d over the Face of the- whole” 
World. 


SEC. 
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Shews the. Reafableneſs of ting apart ſme cer- 
train, determinate Portion of Time, in the ſuc- 


| i ceſſive Revolutions F it, for holy Uſes, or, in 
. Wards, or the 1 of GOD. | 


_ worſhip) ng GOD, I mean no more thin 
an Owning Him to be what He is, and our- 
ſelves to be what we are, by ſome ſolemn and 
per Act, as b addrefſing ourſelves, as his 
ndents, to Him, as the ſupreme Cauſe and 
Governor of the World, with grateful Acknow- 
ledgments of what we enjoy, humble Petitions 
for what we really want, or He knows to be 
convenient for us, and the lite: Now, tho” 
all this; it muſt be allow'd, may frequently be 
acceptably done, in the utavoidable Intervals of 
preſent Buſineſs, whilſt we are Walking, Ri- 
ding, or the like; and eſpecially by thoſe Per- 
ſons, who 'have a more than ordinary Com- 


mand of their Thoughts; yet it is far from be- 
ing the common Talent of all Mankind, to be 


capable of preſently diſen aging their Thoughts, 
in the midſt'of the Hurties and Incumbrances 


of Life, and of turning chem in a fit and be- 


coming manner towards the All- perfect Object 
of their Addreſſes: Befides, we are all Mem- 
bers of Society, and, as ſuch, ought to worſhip 
(ny in a Public Manner, it we have the 5 


». 


* * The Religion of Nass delineated. p. 120. 


thought 
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Em of doing it, in order to ſet a good 
xample to the reſt of our Fellow- members: 


And this is the: more incumdent an us, as it is the 
moſt likely Method to promote a pious Diſpo- - 
fror: for as a Noble Author obſerves , 8% 

ciec has am extraordinary Forer im ill, as well 


* as.m good Paſſions, and any Affection is much 
* ſtronger: for * ſocial — cammumcutivr: 
It is confeſſed, — on all Hands, that in 


order to keep düankiod: in any tolerable 
rum, it ſeems: neceſſary, ſome Religion. ſhan 


die praſeſs d; nay, we Wasn e 


thought it nereſlary ſome Religien ſhould be · aſta· 
bliſbed, and have been ready tv impute to ſuci 
Ecltabliſlnnents, that Senſe af Virtus. which has 

kithorto betn happily preſerved, imagining, that 
wathout.ſach a Precaution, Men. would ſoon be 
in Danger of loſing all Senſe of Virtue, of run- 


ing wild, preying upon one another, and, in 


ſhort, of doing what elſe. the worlt of Savages: 
do: Mereswer, The Society may be conſider d. 
as ne Budy, having common! Intereſts and. 
Conecerns, and, — is obliged/ to worſhip 
the Deity, and offer up ane.-common Prayer 3 
and. to ſay; no more on this Head, thore are 
many WhO know not of themſelves how to pray, 
nay, he. cannot perhaps ſo maehias read; a 
r paid to theſe, and they muſt he, 


taken in as they are, and ſome Time and. Place, 
they, may be fult-, 
in their. Devotion 4: On theſe and 
the bke Accounts, Mankind. in igeneral, ſeem 
2 to have given in to the Reaſonableneſs of 


- 4ppainted, when, and where 
ably. guided 
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Shews — Ui the Chriſtian ine firs oe. 


* e fo the Subject of the SABB an. 


1 > I TH reſpect to 3 PAY Chriflian 
\ ( 77 4 Inſtitution offers with regard to the 
4.198 Sabbath, it may be proper to obſerve z 
2 Firſt, That, as the firſt Sabbath was: 
originally and naturally a Day of Reſt with re- 
ſpect to God, and immediately appropriated by 
him to the peculiar. Offices of Piety and Holi- 


neſs,. for the bodily Reſt and ſpiritual Advan- 


tage of all the future Ge of Mankind 


(as has been already hinted, and. will be at- 
tempted to be prov'd at large by and by) and 
as where ever a Sabbath afterwards obtain'd, it 
wis uſually obſerv'd as a Day of Reſt from In- 
bour, devoted to the gervice of God, the Ch 


/tionInftitation makes noImnovation, no Change: 


in this xeſpett:: Secondly, That Chriſt, the Laws:. 
giver of the 2 — Inſtitution, is, on allchands, 


Juſtly ao wid to hare conftantly obſerved; du- 


Earth, the dab 


ring —— Here upon 


bath-which chen obtain'd among his Country- 
nen ide Fees ; and hat his 


im- 
are alſo repreſented to have 
le In- 


mediate Diſciples 
done the ſame thing, without any one fing 


3 RL — — 


3 the . 


. 9 r * „ 
p - 4 * * 
* "Yu 5 9 
* . . * . 
5 
- : = 


* 4 
r ys: 
2 * * y —_ + vr p { g * * . + 8 
7 — 9 a 5 ds 4 on 5 i 8 * * 9 * 9 T * "of v 
EY *. F * * y 
* 


- ap New, Eee Buidences Chap, 3 


the Sabbath, thro' out the New Teſtament, that 
I know of; nay, tis plain from Mar. xxiv. 20, 
that our bleſſed Saviour plainly intimated, whilſt 
here upon Earth, the Continuance of the Sab- 
bath for forty Years: after his Death, without 

taking the leaſt Notice of its ever being to be 
—— abrogated, or that it ſhould have 
another ſubſtituted in its Room'3 ; 1 thall there- 
fore conſider, oe 


Tit. What that Sabbath was, — was ob- 


ſerved by the Jews in our Saviour $ Time, and 
which he kept. 2 5 | 


2dly, Whether the 1 8 abbath now. * | 
| Chriſtians, _ | 


> — —ü— — 4. co. — 


oy 


SECTION. I. 

* as what that Sabbath was, which obtain'd a- 

mong the Jews in the Days of our Saviour, 
2. which he kept. 


{HE Sabbath, which obtain'd among the 
Feus, in the Days of our Saviour, and 
which he kept, is generally, I think, allow'd 
to have been as to the Proportion of Time, one 
Day in ſeven, and the Seventh in Order, the 
very ſame Day of the Week, which was at firſt 
ſet apart by the divine Being for a Sabbath; no 
other Day of the Week having ever obtain'd 
the Name — Sabbath, either in the Old or New 
Teſtament: That it was the ſeventh Day of the 
Week in the Account of the Fews, is not diſ- 
puted, that I know of, but that the Jews had 
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ce d. + kept a true e of Time, from 
the Creation of the World, is queſtioned by 
ſome, who, conſidering the different Compu- 


tations that were made of Days and Years in 


different Parts of the Earth, as Chronologers and 


Hiſtorians, they ſay , inform us, think it im- 
poſſible to prove that the ſeventh Day, which 
was ſo called and appointed to be kept holy in 
the Age of Moſes, was that exact Part of Time 
in the Week, on which God reſted or ceaſed 
from his Works of Creation: Now ſuch a Proof, 
in my Opinion, is altogether unneceſſary; be- 
cauſe, ſuppoſing the Account of the ſeventh, or 
Sabbath-day, had been loſt, in the four Hands X 
it went thro', vis. Methuſolb's 8, Shem's, Iſaac's 
aſp Amram's, between the Time of God' s giv- 
ing it to Adam in Paradiſe, and his Renewal 
of it by Moſes on Mount Sinai, which is alto - 
gether improbable, and ſuch a Thing, as, I be- 
ieve, was neyer known to happen with reſpect 
to Time; yet it is abundantly ſufficient, that 
God perfectly knew it, and then re- injoin d 
the Ohſervation of it; and that we can trace 
the Account of it with ſufficient Certainty from 


Meſess Time: Befides, no Body pretends, that 


exactly the ſame Part of Time is the firſt, ſe- 
cond, third, fourth, fifth, ſixth, or ſeventh Day 
of the Week, in all the different Parts of the 
Globe; ſo far therefore as the Land of Judea 
differ 4 from the Meridian of Paradiſe, ſo much 
e there muſt TER be AY the 
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Time conſtituting the Days of the Week in each 
Place'; but this will by no Means prevent the 
Inhabitants of the Land of Judta, or of any 
other Part of the Globe whatfoever, from know- 
ing the particular Part of Time conſtituting, the 
ſeveral Days of the Week, in thoſe Parts, in 
J 9 97 TR” 
But I'ſhall beg Leave to ſubjoin, what One 
would imagine ſhould be a direct Proof to all 
Chriftians, That the Sabbath which the Tewes 
had all along kept to the Time of the Writing 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, which was about 
30 Years after the Death of Chriſt, was the ſe- 
venth Day of the Week with regard to them, 
in Order from the Creation ; and that is the 
Reaſoning of the Author of that Epiſtle in the 
Begining of the ivth Chapter, where the. very : 
learned Mr. Peirce, in Concurrence with the = 
great Grotius, and Others, tells us, that they 
ſeem to give the beſt Account of the 2d, and 
immediately following Verſes, who ſuppoſe the 
Author there defigns to remove fu Objections, 
| which the Hebrew Chriſtians would be ready to 
| make againſt his Diſcourſe concerning their Dan- 
E ger of miſſing of an Entrance into God's Reſt; 
the former of which only cohcerns our preſent 
Argument, and is this; They would perhaps 
fay, that they could be in no Danget on this 
Account, becauſe. the /eventh Day was God's 
_  Reft, and into this they were evidently. enter d, 
it taking Place at the very Foundation of the 
World, The Works being then finiſhed, as it is 
' written of the ſeventh Day Gen. ii. 2. And God 
did reſt the ſeventh Day from all bis Works ; 
| whence we may obſerve, nat only, That the 1 
= bath, 


e_ 
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bath, which the Jews and Hebrew Chrifbiant "2 
then kept, and conſequently, which our bleſſed = 
Saviour had all alon obſerrcd, whilſt here up- 

on Earth, was the ee Day of the Week, 
with reſpect to them *, the very Day of the 


Week, which alone, at the Creation 5 the World, - 


on, . ed and ſanctiſy d, or ſet apart for K 
y of 117 Reſt ; bat alſo, That the | 
alan It the Sabbath, Gen. ii. & begin, is 
no Antici e dee as wa be hoe at large in 
another lace. | 425 
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SECTION i 


Mbetber we Chriſtians are now abi ged by 3 
lation to were the ſeventh Day + Sabbath. 


T HAT the ſeventh Day Sabbath obiger 
Cbriſtians, the following Arguments, in 
my Opinion, ſufficiently evincg : 

I. No other Day of the Week anſfverts: to. 
the Rea / on of 1 8 5 of the Sabbath, 
with the owls of which we are favoured 
by Revelation, but the ſeventh : The only Rea- 
ſon, why God at firſt bleſs'd, and ſanctified, or 
ſet apart to hely Reſt the ſeventh Day, as: ex- 
 hibuted 75 li. EA 27 1 3 it 25 

re, iS NR WHICH He 
—— 1 lere not reſt o on the firſt, Ae E. il | 
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pleaſant!) enough entertains his Reader with his own 8 : 
[ſleds Yan th our Reaſonings from this Paſlage, w ‚ * 


deed he ſeems not to underſtand. 
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Fourth, fifth, or ſixth Day of the firſt Week, 
from all his Work, and bleſs, and ſanctify any 
of them to ſacred Reſt, but on the ſeventh Day 
he did reſt from all his Work which he had 
made, and for that very Reaſon Wee and /anc- 
tified it, and It ang, in all its future Revolu- 
tions for a Sabbath; or holy Reſt, as may be far- 
ther made appear by and by: He could not poſ- 


6bly 57% and /anffify a Day to hoh Ren, on” 


which he worked, and aſſign this as the Reaſon 
of his ſo doing, That he reſted on it; but he 
might bleſs and ſanctify to holy Reſt that Day 
of the Week on which he reſted, and juſtly aſ- 
ſign his reſting on. it, as the Reaſon of his bleſ- 
ſing and ſanctifying it: Befides, Tis plain, that 
the Deſign of the Inſtitution of the Sabbath 
was, that Men might reſt the ſeventh Day of 
the Week, the Day after ſix Days Labour, as, 
God himſelf did, and not on the firſt Day of 
the Week, before they had laboured at all, or 
in the body of the Week, in the midſt of their 
Labour; If therefore the Reaſon of the Law 
be the Law, as is generally allow d“; no other 


oy Cc 
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Mr. Dobel, J imagin, is the firft that ever denied, That the 
Reaſon ef the Law is the Law, and wou'd not very probably have , 
. for readily oppos'd the common Senfe of Mankind, had he duly _ 
conſidered the Nature of Laws, and eſpecially of divine Laws, 
the Subject under Conſideration; Tho* the Authority injoining 
any Law may properly enough be called a Reaſon for the Obſer- 
vation of that Law, yet Mr. Dobe/, I ſuppoſe, will readily e- 
nough allow, that that is but a ſecondary Reaſon, with all wiſe _ 


and good Lawgivers, : kindly added to give Weight, and to raiſe 


Attention, to that, which is the real, pr:rary Reaſon for their en- 
joming it, wiz. The Advantage the Obſervance of it will produce 
to thoſe Perſons on whom it is injoin'd; He will ſcatcely ſay, or 
think, That God ſaw no Reafon for his injoining even the'cere- . 
monial Laws on the Jews; and if there were any Reaſons for 


Day 
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Pay of the Week but the ſeventh, can be the 
weekly Sabbath; becauſe no other Day of the 
Week was the Day on which God firſt reſted, 
of ceaſed from the Work of Creation, and 
which he bleſs'd and ſanctified for a Sabbath, 
for this only aſſigned Reaſon, becauſe be reſted 

on it; nor was any other Day of the Week the 
Day on which he reſted after ſix Days Work: 
So that whether we would keep a Sabbath on 
the Foot of divine Inſtitution, or, in Imitation 
of God, who reſted after ſix Days Labour, or, 

to celebrate the Praiſes of the divine Being, on 
Account of his glorious Works of Creation, af- 
ter the Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the 
ſeventh: Day of the Week will, in Reaſon, be 
the only Sabbath. oy 9 2 
II. The Order of Creation, which the Chri- 
ſtian Inſtitution is ſo far from teaching us to 
violate, that it plainly confirms its Obligation, 
likewiſe requires that the ſeventh Day of the 
Week be obſerved by us as a Sabbath: The 
firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, or ſixth Days 
of the Week were not any of them fir reſted 

on by God after his Works of Creation, or 
bleſs d and ſanctiſied for a Sabbath, becauſe he 
reſted on them, and conſequently from the Be- 

gining they were not any of them Sabbaths, 

\ and ſo have no juſt Title to that Name, if our 

3 A>Saviour's Reaſoning in the Caſe of the indifſo-- 
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cheir being injoin'd at firſt, then, ſo long as thoſe Reaſons continued, 
the Laws themſelves, injoined for thoſe Reaſons, muſt of Conſe- 
ſequence remain obligatory ; Otherwiſe God would evidently be 
a changeable Being, injoining the Obſervance of a Law, and to- 
lerating, or commandin 


ding the Neglect of it, for the very ſame- | 
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able: Union of Man and Wife; of Mo 
r 3 Man's having: but one Wife at a Time ; ; 
and ef Multiplication by Wedlock only, be 
concluſive Mat. xix. from the 3d Verſe to the 
pe” excluſive ; for if his Reaſoning be good, 
that a Man muy nor put anony bis Wife (ex- 
-epting for that very Reaſon, which deſtroys 
her Relation to him as a Wife; di. her diſpo- 
Ang of her ſelf to another Man; ) becaigſe they 
Zwearmm are one Fleſh, Man and Wife being ori- 
ginally pronounced fo ; vr, becauſe the Woman 
was mate out of the Man, of his Fleſh and 
Bene: Or, if his Arguing be juſt, That a Man 
may not have more Wives than one at a Time, 
becauſe God created Man and Woman, only 
male and female, one Man to one Woman, not 
bud, or three Women to one Man: Or, if we 
may not multiply in any other way, but that 
of Marriage only, becauſe God, after he had 
created them male and female, ſaid, For his 
Cauſe ſhall a Man kave Father and Mather, and 

cleave unto bis Wife, and they twain foatl be one 
_ Fleh: Or, in other Words, if none of theſe + 
Things are lawful, for this Reaſon, becauſe 
from the Begining they were not jo : Or, if St. 
Paul's infering the Subyection of the Woman to 
the Man, from Man's being firſt made, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 7, 8. 1 Tim. ii. 12,13. be concluſive, One 
would think it ſhould be equally true, that the 
firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, or ſixth Days 
of the Week cannot be the weekly Sabbath, 
becauſe from the Begining they were not ſo: 
neither did God reſt, or ceaſe to create on, 
bleſs, fan&ify, or join holy Reſt to, any other 
_ of the Week but the ſeventh; nor did che 


ſe- 
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ſeventh Day firſt: exiſt, and heat the firſt, ſe- 


- cond, third, fourth, fifth, and ſixth; but the firſt, 


ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, and fixth preceded 
the ſeventh, What therefore God has 22 let no 


Man put aſunder; Nor ſhould the Order, in 


which we know the. divine Being originally 
placed Things, be cafily inverted by us, with- 


out a plain, unexceptionable Warrant; becauſe, 


if we can believe, either our Saviour or St. Paul, 
ſuch a Conduct, being contrary to Nature, is 
highly criminal; Neither have we Chriſtians 
any Plea of Indulgence ; in theſe Caſes ; and all 


the Inſtances of Indulgence with which the Fews 


were particularly favoured in any of theſe Re- 
ſpects, under their ſhadowy Diſpenſation, were 
a urely on Account of the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts, Mat. xix. 8. and not becauſe the Thing 
was reaſonable i in itſelf, or, as ſuch, well pleaſ- 
ing to God; but we Chriſtians are plainly ſhewn 
the Unfitneſsof ſuch Practices, and. the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of our returning to Creation Order, 


and conſequently, our Refuſal of this ſalutary — 


Advice muſt be the more highly criminal: 
But here it will, very probably, be objected 

by ſome, that I take for granted, what ought 

to haye been proved, viz. That the ſeventh Day 


Sabbath was inftituted i in Paradiſe at the Cloſe of 


the Creation, and not firlt given by Moſes to the 
Children of Iſrael in the W erm: Fee. | 
That the Origin of the Sabbath is to be 
fixed at the End of the firft fix Days, in which 
God created all Things, ſeems always to have 
appeared ſo natural, plain, and evident from the 
ſcriptural Account 57 the Matter, as not to have 


1 | Oconee the leaſt Diſpute till of late nn z 
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and, tho' T acknowledge, with all due Grati- 
tude, the extrordinary Light thrown upon Scrip- 
ture, by the learned Writings of ſome ingenious 
Men, in this and the laſt Century; yet both 
Scripture and Reaſon, in my Opinion, mani- 
feſtly conclude in Favour of the Ancients, and 
of thoſe Gentlemen, who, with them, have all 
along imagined, that the Sabbath was given to 
| Adam in Paradiſe, at the Cloſe of the Crea- 
{ tion; Nor had an Anticipation ever perhaps 
= been dreamt of, with reſpec to the Inſtitution 
of the Sabbath in Gen. ii. 2, 3. had not the Wits 
of ingenious Men been put upon the Rack of 
Invention, to find out ſome tolerable Excuſe, 
for transfering their religious Regards from 
that Day of the Week to another: Nay, many 
learned Men, and among the reſt, the ingenious 
and pious Dr. Watts, as well as the critical Mr. 
Hallett, jun. (tho' both ſtrenuous Advocates for 
the firſt Day Sabbath) unanimouſly agree in 
this, that the Mention of the Sabbath Gen. ii. & 
begin. can have no other Reference, than to the 
_ Inſtitution of it, at the Begining of the World; 
The former makes no Scruple of aſſerting, that 
there is an Expreſs Inſtitution of a Sabbath in 
the Begining of the Bible *, God begining a 
Sabbath aſſoon as he had made a Creature who 
could obſerve it, and with a Deſign, as he ſup- 
poſes, that there ſhould be a Sabbath, as long 
© as that Creature continued ”: And the latter 
expreſſes himſelf thus T, The Sabbath, /ays be, 
Y 70 — to have been as old as Mankind, being 
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a * Dr. Watts Holineſs of Tamcs, Places and People, p. 12, 
41, & 58. + Mr. Haliett on the fourth Commandment. 
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inſtituted in the Begining by God, as thoſe 

Words of Moſes fully imply, or rather directly 
a4 ſſert, Gen. ii. 1,2, 3. and having compar'd 
this Paſſage with the Fourth Commandment, 
. he farther reaſons thus, In both Paſſages it 1s 
ſaid, That God made all Things in fix Days, 

that he reſted on the ſeventh, and that his own. 
* Reſting on it was the Reaſon why he bleſs d 
and ſanctified it for the Uſe of Mankind; Is 
it not then moſt natural to conclude, that the 

Sabbath was inſtituted at the Time mentioned 

Gen. ii, when God firſt reſted from his Works? 
The fourth Commandment ſays, That before 

| the Time of giving that Commandment, God 
5 * had bleſs d the /eventh Day; to ſhew this, the 
3 fourth Commandment refers to Gen. ii. Muſt 
1 * not Gen. ii. then contain an Account of God's 


ſanctifying the Day, before the Time of giv- 


. * ing the Law? But when was it, that this Ac- 
n count ſays God ſanctified the Sabbath; to 
T what other Time can it be refer'd, but the 
e * Begining of the World? And to confirm 
b this plain and natural Reaſoning of Mr. Hallett 
it from Gen, ii. & begining, I beg Leave to offer 
* a Paſſage of Scripture or two, which may help 
a to elucidate this Matter: The Author of the 
10 _ Epiſtle to the Hebrews: having eſtabliſhed the 
p- | Supetiority of Chit to Moſes, and taken No- 
ng tice of the greateſt Part of the T/aelizes falling 
er | ſhort of the promiſed Reſt of the Land of Ca- 
he, FF aan, thro'. their Unbelief, in the ird Chap- 
ng ter; in the Begining of the fourth, thence draws 


3 this natural Inference, for the Uſe of the wa- 
3 vering Hebrews, Let us therefore fear, It a Pro- 
122 i m/e being left us of entring into his Ret, any of 

-- = 023! 1 | you 
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© you foould ſeem to come ort of it, For unto us was 
tbe Goſpel,” or glad 'Tidings of a Reſt, preached, 
as well as unto tes; but he Word preathed, con- 
taining among other deſirable Bleſſings the glad 
Tidings of a Reſt, did not profit them, not being 
mixed with Faith: Nor will the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, a5 7f be had ſaid, which contains 
the Promiſe' of a Reſt, be of any Service to us 
Chriftians, unleſs we are previouſly prepared by 
| Faith, for a deſirable Admiſſion into that happy 
State; becauſe only ſuch, as believe, can enter 
into God s Reſt, As it is written, I have ſworn 
in my Wrath, they, by reaſon of their Unbelief, 
ſhall not enter into my Reſt: Whether the Ex- 
poſition, here given, be admitted or rejected is 


of no Moment in the preſent Caſe; becauſe This | 


however is ſufficiently plain, from the Context 
itſelf, conciſe as it is, that the Author here aſ- 
ſures the Hebrew Chriſtians, That there is a 
Re promiſed by the Chriftian Inſtitution, into 
which they might notwithſtanding poſſibly fail 
of entring; and, by what follows, he ſeeims to 
me, as well as to Dr. Owen, the late very learned 
and ingenious Mr. Peirce, and the great Grotius, 
and Others, as plainly to ſnew them, That that 
promiſed Reſt was not the Reſt of- the ſeventh 
Day Sabbath, nor the Reſt of the Land of Ca- 
naan, as they might probably imagin, and ſo 
be ready to conclude themſelves unconcerned, 
and out of all Danger of miſſing it; for as they 
then inhabited the Land of Canaan, and ſo could - 
not. fall ſhort of that Reſt; ſo the Reſt of the 
ſeventh Day Sabbath took its Date from the 
Cloſe of the Creation, when the Works were f 
niſhed at the Foundation of the World, and was 
F "then 
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then enter d into, for he fpake in a certain plact 
Gen. ii. 2. of the ſeventh: Day on this wiſe, and 
God did reſt the ſeventh Day. from all bis Works ; 
ſo that this Paſſage ſeems: to contain a direct 
Proof, that the ſeventh Day Sabbath was bleſsd 

and ſanctified, or ſet apart for holy Reſt, at the 
Oreation of the World: To this we may add 
our Saviour's Teſtimony Mark ii. 27. That the 
Sabbath was made for Man: A weekly Reſt be- 
ing equally neceſſary for Few and Gentile, for 
Man as ſuch, ſeems to have been therefore kind- 
ly inſtituted by the Author of our Beinge, the 
Creator of Man, for the Advantage of all Man- 
kind, and conſequently long before the Diſtinc- 


* tion of Jew. and Gentile took place, The Sab- 
5 bath was made jor Man 

t . Befides, were we to exclude Heb. iv. & begin. 
A & Mark ii. 27. out of the Queſtion, yet the very 
4 Reaſon of the Thing, and the Conceſſions of 
0 the Antiſabbatarians themſelves, ſufficiently oon- 
i clude, in my Opinion, that Gen. ii. & begin. is 
0 no Anticipation, but contains the original In- 
d ſtitution of the Sabbath, in the true Order of 
6, Time: When Moſes had given a brief Deſcrip- 
21 tion of God's creating the World, in the firſt 
th fix Days, Gen. i. he proceeds at the 1/4. Verſe 
22 of the ſecond Chapter, Thus, that is, in the Man- 


x ner, Order, and Time before deſcribed, the Hea- 

d; vens and the Eerth, or the Heavens and the ter- 

ey ragqueous Globe were finiſhed, and all the Hoft 
d. of tbem, or, and all they contained, and on the 

Toeentb Day, immediately ſucceeding the ſix 

he Days, in which all Things were created, God 

f- | ended, or had ended his. #ork, which he had 
as made, and God bleſſed the ſeventh Day and Lore 
43 1 | | tiſie $ 


, 
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riſied it, becauſe that in it be had reſted, or be- 
cauſe that in it he reſted, from all is Work 
which God created and made : Now, as the ſa- 
cred Hiſtorian, after having given us an Ac- 
count, that the Work of Creation was finiſhed | 
in fix Days, immediately proceeds to inform us, 
that, on the ſeventh Day, the Day immediately 
ſucceeding the fix, in which all Things were 
created, God had ended his Work and reſted 
on it, and bleſs'd and ſanctified it, becauſe that 


on it he reſted: from all his Work, which he 


created and made; is it not moſt natural to ſup- 
poſe, that: he undoubtedly deſigned to give us a 
regular, methodical Account of the Uſes, to 
which the remaining Day of the Week, the fe-_ 
venth, was appropriated by-the-divine. Relig * 

he had before done with regard to the preced- 
ing ſix, and to inform us, that as God himſelf 
reſted on it, ſo for that very Reaſon, among 
others, he bleſs'd and ſet it apart; as a ſacred 
Reft, for the Uſe of Mankind, in all its future 
Revolutions? And indeed, on any other Suppo- 
ſition, the Account, here given, of the divine 
Conduct, is not only introduc'd without any 
Manner of Propriety, but it is alſo really falſe 
and groundleſs; for if the Paſſage be an Anti- 
cipation, then God did not bleſs and ſanctify 
the ſeventh Day, on which he firſt reſted from 
the Work of Creation, as we are here inform'd 
he did; For as his ble Hine and ſanctifying the 
feventb Day are evidently diſtinct Actions from 
his reſting on it (his reſting on it being plainly 
aſſign d as the Reaſon of his bleſſing and ſanc- 
tifying it, notwithſtanding ſome late Writers 
have e incautiouſly and injudiciouſly con- 
| founded 
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founded them) and conſequently cannot de- 
note his ſeting it apart for his own Reſt, they 
muſt neceſſarily carry in them the Force of a 1 
Law, and fignify his ſeting it apart as a ſacred 4 
Reſt for Adam *, who was put in the Garden 
of Eden to till the Ground +, if not for Men 
in general, in all its future Revolutions f: 
Beides, As almoſt all allow ſome Time to be 
highly iffceſlary to be ſet apart, in Order 7s pre- 
ferve in Mens Minds a juſt Senſe of God and their 
Duty, And to refreſh their wearied Bodies, and | 
3 the like, and the Return of 4 Sabbath every ſe- | 
venth Day is, we are told, ſufficient for this and | 
every other valuable Purpoſe; which the keeping 
a Sabbath was intended to ſerve || , have we 
not all imaginable Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the 
All-perfe& Being, who is good to all, and whoſe 


— 4 


„* 
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* 'This plain Account of Gen ii. & begin. will, I-bope, ſuffici- 
ently ſatisfy Mr. Chubb and Mr. Dobe/, that my omitting to take 
more particular Notice 'of their extraordinary Remarks on this 
Paſſage, was not occaſioned either by any want of Reſpect to them, 
or, by any Fear I had conceiv'd of the Strength of what they had 

Advanced, but purely by an Apprehenſion, that they themſelves, 
_ a aro o _ chey ha offer'd, would 2 imagin, I 
us d em in mu indeſt not being too par- 
ticular. e ON PO 
7 Gen. ii. 5, 8. And therefore, contrary to what Mr. Chubb 
ſuppoſes, he was in a State of Labour, as well as Pleaſure, as he 
depended, not <vbo/ly, on the bountiful Hand of Providence for 
his Subſiſtence, but 4% on his Labour, and conſequently in, this 
State there was Place for a Sabbath, or Day of Reſt. 

t Tho', from the Renewal of the Command of the Sabbath t 
the Fews ; from Mark ii 27. & from Heb. iv. & begin. it is ſut- 
ficiently evident, that at the Cloſe of the Creation, the ſeventh 
Day, as ſuch, in all its future Revolutions, was actually an 
fed, or, ſet apart by God, as a Sabbath, or ſacred Reſt for Man- 
kind. (See my Anſwers to Mr. Fleming] Yet all, FA that 

| þ/ainhy.. appears from Gen. ii. & begin. is this, That the firſt ever: 4 
% 1 Day was thus ſanQified. . _ | | 
: Mr. Chubb's Letter to Mr- EAA all, p. 92, hh9 992999 


tender 


24 Neu Teſtament Evidences 


tender Mercies are over-all the Works of his hands; 
would: never leave his Creature Man without 
this\/uffictent, neceſſary Proviſion? Why'ſhould - 
this ſuſhcient, weekly Allowance of Time for a 
Sabbath become neceſſary 2500 Years after the - 
Creation, and not before ? Or, what Account 
can be given, why the divine Conduct, at the 
Creation, ſhould be affign'd as a Reaſon for 
God's appointing a ſeventh Day, or the "mn 
Part of Time for the above-mentioned P | 
ſes, at ſo great a Diſtance, and not till then pc 
Are we to- ſuppoſe the All- perfect, Un- 
changea ble Being, to have been-leſs $ regariful of of 
his reaſonable Creature Man, before that 
cular Period of Time, than he has been Sd 
Or, are we to conclude that Men were leſs con- 
cern d to preſerve in their Minds a juft Senſe of 
God and their Duty, and that they were under 
no Want of that Reſt, which then became ne- 
ceflary ? None of theſe unreaſonable Suppoſi- 
tions "ill, I dare ſay, be admitted, and yet 
they ſcem to me the natural and neceſſary Con 
ſequences of Gen. ii. & begining being an Anti- | 


Chap; 3. 


cipation: 


But a late Author is of Opinion, "© That thive 
is no Foundation for arguing. the Inſtitution 
of the ſeventh Day Sabbath from Gen. ii. & 

in. becauſe there is no Intimation, be thinks, 
5 Law injoined on Adam with reſpect to 
the ſeventh Day, nor any Thing ſaid to him 
about the ſeventh Day Sabbath, nor yet of his 
* keeping holy the ſeventh Day ?! Had this 
Writer but r _ God. is el a 
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in 
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in Gen. i. & begin. to have Meſ? d:and fand 


the very ſeventh Day on which he firſt reſted 
from the Works of Creation, becauſe be himſelf 


| refled on it, and conſequently, that his bleſſing 


and fan age or ſeting it apart to holy Vie 
muſt neceſſarily have reſpect to other Beings ; 
He would 'very probably ook approv'd of our 


Saviour's Comment on this Paſſage, That the © 


Sabbath was made for Man ; For, what Pur- 
poſe could the ſetin apart the ſeventh Day to 
ſacred Reſt have bly abfwer'd, if thoſe Be- 
ings, on whoſe Account alone fuch an Inſtitu- 
tion could be given, were ignorant of it? 
Another Author * imagines, © That the 
* Lord's Sabbath begining at a particular Point 


of Time all over the World, and conſequent- 


* ly being different with regard to Day and 
Night in all the various Parts of the Globe, 
it muſt have been impoſſible fot Mankind at 
* any Time, to know, what Minute, or even 
© Hour, whether of Day or Night, the Lord's 


© Sabbath began with only at the particular 


Place where they reſided; and conſequently it 
* muſt have been impoſſible tor them to have 
begun their Reckoning from it: I do not 
ſee that the Reckoning for a Sabbath, from the 
Creation, at all depends on knowing what Mi- 
nute or Hour the Lord's Sabbath gan in the 
ſeveral Parts of the Globe; tho*, if it had, 1 
make no doubt, but as God has ust d, or 


ſet apart the /eventh Day, in all its Revolu- 


tions, as a ſacred Reſt for Man, as has been al- 


ready —— would have taken proper. Care | 


Tar 
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to. furniſh the World with ſufficient Means of 
Information, in ſo neceſſary a Point: But Adam, 
J imagin, will be allow'd ſufficiently capable of 
reſerving the Knowledge of the true ſeventh 
m in Succeſſion from the Creation, till he had 
Children, who, removing Eaſt or Weſt, would 
naturally continue the Account of Time receiv'd 
from their Parents, and reſt on that, which was 
the ſeventh Day to them, wherever they came; 
and ſo would begin their Reckoning for their 
Sabbath, from the firſt Sabbath at the Crea- 
tion, as received from their Parents, without 
giving themſelves any Trouble about the parti- 
cular Point of Time, when the Lord's Sabbath 

at the Creation began, in that Place where they 
reſided; nor would there be any other Diffe- 
rence in the begining and ending their Sabbath, 
between thoſe, who were moſt Eaſt, and thoſe, 
who were moſt Ve, from the Meridian of Pa- 
radiſe, than what the different Poſition of thoſe 
Places with reſpect to the Sun naturally infer d; 
which Difference muſt neceſſarily affect, in ſome 
Degree, even the Jews themſelves in the Land 
of Canaan, who, notwithſtanding, this Gentle- 
man himſelf allows, were oblig d to obſerve, 
what is commonly call'd one and the ſame 
And whereas the ſame Author farther ob- 
jects, The Impoſhbity of knowing which is 
_ * the ſeventh Day in Order from the Creation, 
in thoſe Places which are near the Poles, which 
have neither Sun rifing, nor Sun ſeting, at 


* RY” 
DRC * 


— — w- ** 2 
N 2 0 
| . — a oo 
T > 


S » Mr. Chubb. p. 6 I 


* 


on tho contrary Suppoſition, 


9 TY” N | a N F a . . 
n edt. £ ta : 
"ps * * 1 ä o 
K . n 
* TAs * 
- . 


ect. 2. of a Samnaru, 27 


two Seaſons of the Year,” Had he but con- 
ſider d, that thoſe Places are not inhabited, he 
would very probably have dropt the Remark : 
Beſides, what ſtrong Indications of Night and 
Day, the Sun, in its neareſt daily Advances to 
thoſe Places, naturally gives, we are far from 
being exactly acquainted with, but we can eaſily 

rceive, that it muſt neceſſarily occaſion a conſi- 
derable Difference every 24 Hours, much nearer 
the Poles, than what we find, by daily Experi- 
ence, to be inhabited : Having thus eſtabliſhed 
Gen. 1i, & begin. as the original Inſtitution of the 
Sabbath, and anſwer'd all material Objections 
againſt it, and conſequently prov'd, that the ſe- 


venth Day of the Week alone is the weekly 


Sabbath *, according to Creation Order, which 
our bleſſed Saviour and St. Paul have ſhewn us 
to be binding, under the preſent Diſpenſation, 
by a Variety of Inſtances: I now proceed to a 

IIId Argument which induces me to imagin 
the ſeventh Day Sabbath obligatory on all Chri- 


ftians, which is this; It is as reaſonable for us, 


and all our Dependents, to devote the ſeventh 
Day of the Week to ſacred Reft, becauſe on it 


pr EIN 


* : N he 
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It may not be improper here to lay before the Reader ſome. 
of thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, which, by many learned Men, have 
deen reſer d to the Patriarchal Obſervance of the Sabbath, as for 
Inſtance, Gen. iv. 3. In proceſs of Time- it came to paſs, tha: Cain 
brought of the Fruit of the Ground an Offering unto the Lord, which 
Words. Proceſs of Time or Erd of Days, as it is in the Margin, Je- 


fephus a_ Jud. lib. 7. cap. 8. has render'd within eig/rt Days; 
26. 


Gen. iv. 26. Then began Men to call upon the Name of the Lord; 


and alſo' Neal's ſending the Dove out of the Ark three Times at 


ſeven Days Diſtanec Gen. viii. All which Paſſages will yer 


be accounted for on the Suppoſition, That the Patriarchs obſerved 
the Sabbath, but have conſiderable Difficulties attending them, 


2 - God 
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God reſted from all his Works of Creation, and 


bleſs'd and ſanctify'd, or fet-it in a pe- 
culiar Manner, to that End and | urpoſe, as it 


was for Adam and his Poſterity in general, or 
for the Jeus in particular: It is no Jeſs; true to 
us, than it was to them, that in ſix Days. God 
made the Heavens, the Earth, the Sea, and all the 
Creatures they contain, and reſted the ſeventh 
Day, and therefore bleſſed the ſeventh Day and 
ſanctified it: Nor can the Length of Time, any 
ways, weaken our Obligation to imitate the divine 
Being in this reſpect, or to obey his Command, 
which is plainly imply ' d in his ſanctifying the 
Day, as the Reaſon of ſuch a Conduct remain 
ſtill as ſtrong as ever; God having as much 
reſted on the ſeventh Day, and bleſs d and ſanc- 
tify d it now, as ever; and our Natures wanting 
the ſame, if not more, Refreſhment, than the 
Natures of our Forefathers did; and the Con- 
tinuance of the public Worſhip of Almighty 
God, ſo far as the Commemoration of the Works 
of Creation make a Part of it, being, perhaps, 
more reaſonable, and neceflary, at leaſt not leſs 
ſo, at this Diſt#nce of Time from the Creation, 
than in the more early Ages of the World; ſo 
that I may again argue, if the Reaſon of the 
Law be the Law, then the ſeventh Day Sab- 

bath is ſtill in Force; there being no one Rea- 
ſon aſſignable, that we know of, for the Obſer- 
vation of it, at its firſt Inſtitution, which is not 
_ equally good now: | mg 
But it is here objected ®, That Suppoſing a 


Sabbath had been appointed to be kept at the 
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Creation, and that it was kept by che Pegple 


Hof the firſt: Ages of the World, yet as the 


« Knowledge _ Senſe of a Sabbath had been 
© long of among Mankind, before the Com- 
mand for keeping it was received, (by the 
Children of 75 — I ſuppoſe, is meant ) * there- 
fore It have been the {ame to the People 
© of thoſe After-Ages, as if there never had 
been any ſuch Thing; They muſt have been 
perfectly ignorant and uncertain with regard 
to any Part of Time, which might have been 
aſſigned to begin a Reckoning for a Sabbath- 
day from: Hut it is next to impoflible for 
this fag acious Author not to. obſerve, on a Re- 
view, x. rot inſtead of Reaſoning, is meer 
preſuming on the Credulity of his Reader; for 
who will think himſelf oblig'd, on the bare Au- 
thority of his Say /6, to believe, that the Know- 
ledge and Senſe of à Sabhath had been long Joſt, 
in the four Hands it went/thro', between God's 
giving it to Alam in Paradiſe, and his Renewal 
of it by Moſes in che Wilderneſs? And ſuppoſe 
it had, I have already obſetv d, That it is abun- 
dantly ſufficient, that God perfectly knew / the 
ſeventh Day of the Week, and hen re-injoin'd 


the Obſervation of it, and that we can trace the 
Account of it with ſufficient Certainty from 
h rec Time . Nor does this Gentleman's 
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Day of the . as undoubtedly the ſeventh Day oſ tha WD, 


in a true Order fromm che Freon to that 77 r. ys _—_ | 


it was thus claredd to be the feventh Day ; pa eſs 
and N. 2 5 mentioned E, xvis Ware nat the 1 Wal 


wenth aſter , of the Manna, but the fixth: 9 
vent h 2 of e r. Hallett * thus, 
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Opinion, * That the Sabbath Day in the fourth 
Command is called the ſeventh Day, not with 
regard to the Creation, but in Diſtinction from, 
and in Oppoſition to the ſix Days of Labour 
* that preceded it +, to me ſeem to have the 
leaſt Foundation for its Support ; For the plain 
Senſe of the Command is evidently this, Remem- 
ber the ſeventh Day ( of the Week ) which is the 
Sabbath of the Lord by God, to keep it holy, for 
in fix Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, 
the Sea, Cd all that in them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh Da (of the Week) wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed (the ſeventh Day of the Week, which is) 
the Sabbath, and hallowed it; For he himſelf 
allows, I hat the Day on which the divine Be- 
ing ceaſed to create, and on which he is thete- 
fore ſaid to reſt, "was the ſeventli Day of 

Week ; And Gen. ii. 3. as well as the fourth 
Command, is expreſs, that God bleſſed the very 
ſame Day of the Week on which he reſted, and 
that he fanRtified, or ſet ĩt apart for a Sabbath, | 
or ſacred Reſt for this very Reaſon, Becauſe on 
it be reſted from all his Work; I ſay, the fourth 
Cs as ru er as rr i. i. 3. expres in this 
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« fri $abbath Coming o of the Mona was that me 
© tioned wer. 25. TH Fay 'es 1aid, Fat that to Day, for to 0. 


us a Sabbath 2 Lordi then i it follows, Six Days Je ſhall g 
* ther, but on the ſeventh Day, which is the Sabbath, in it there 
© /hall-be-none:--In this Verſe it is evident the fix Days were not 
* the fix Days that follow'd the Gathering of the Manna, 
s , Wy e the firſt Sabbath which ſacceeded that Ga- 
re the ſix Days muſt neceſſarily ſignify the ii Days 
he 1701 t, and the — muſt fignify not the ſeventh after 
the ſirſt Gathering of Manna, but the ſeventh Day of the Week, 
beripe is the Halt e theſe Words throꝰ out / ill the 
Auer on ommandment, 107. | 
+ P. 88. t P. 89. 5 . 107, „ fe 
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Caſe; becauſe the Sabbath Day in the Cloſe of 
the Command, and the ſeventh Day Gen, ii. 3. 
are evidently ſynonimous Expreſſions, God bleſ- 
ſed and ſanctiſied the Sabbath, or ſeventh Day 
of the Week, becauſe in it be reſted from all his 

Work; ſo that the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath. of 
the Lord thy Gad in the Command, is the ſame 

as the ſeventh Day of the Week is the Sabbath 

of the Lord thy God, and plainly refers to the 


Creation. In the 


— 


TVth Place, Cbriſt never ſignified that the 
Sabbath ſhould be abrogated. or changed, and 
conſequently any ſuch Abrogation or Change 
could be no Part of the Will of his Father: 
It has never been pretended, that I know of, 
that Chriſt ever fignified by any expreſs Decla- 
ration, that the Sabbath ſhould either be abro- 
| oe or changed; only ſome Conſequences 
lrawn from certain Actions of his; which he 
never intimated to be any Foundation for the 
conſtituting that Day a Sabbath, on which they 
ſhould happen, and which conſequently have 
no Right to our Faith as ſuch, have been ſtre- 
nuouſly urged in Favour of the Suppoſition of 
.a Change of the Sabbath, which Conſequences 
will be conſidered in their proper Place: Now, 
if Cbriſt has no where ſignified any Thing a- 
bout the Abrogation or. Change of the Sabbath, 
it ſeems very plain that he had no Orders in his 
Commiſſion to declare that ſuch an Abrogation 
or Change was the Will of his Father; Be- 
gauauſe he aſſures his Diſciples, that he had made 
7 known. to them al! Things, that he had heard 
ef his Father John xv. 15. and if ſuch an Ab- 
rogation or Change be not the Will of God, 
Toy TEE our 
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32 
our. Comp Fance with it, as ſuch; cannot-rea- 


3 de concluded from this Argument 

but to uſe the Words of the late eloquent Dr. 
Seat, in his Sermon on Searching che. Scriptures, 
only changing the Words Searching the Scrip- 
tures for Keeping the Sabbath, 1 argue thus, 


© * Seeing the Fews kepr the Sabbath in Obe 


* dience to an expreſs Command of God, had 
our Saviour intended, they ſhould not conti- 
nue it, he would doubtleſs have repeal'd that 
© Command by ſome Countermand, which he 

vvas ſo far from doing, that he not only eve- 
ry where allows of cir keeping the Sabbath, 
but he expreſly approves and commends it, 
© by his own Practice, whereby he plainly eſta- 
6 bliſhes the Obligation of that ancient Com- 

mand, in Obedience to which they kept it. 
Where tis to be obſerved, that = Doctors 
Reaſoning runs upon this Suppoſition, That 
every divine Command, whether primarily given 
to che ancient Patriarchs, or to the Jews, in 


itſelf equally reaſonable for Chriftians to ob- 


ſerve, as for them to whom it was firſt given, 
and unrepealed by Chriſt, or not naturally ceaf- 
ing, is undoubtedly the Duty of Ghriſtiang, 
which ſeems to be a great Truth: And on this 


Footing the Laws againſt Inceſt, as well as ſome 
others, given under the former Diſpenſation, 


are ſuppoſed equally binding under the preſent, 


notwithſtanding they are not formally renew u 


in the Chriftion Inſtitution; So that from our 


Saviour's Silence walk regard to the Abrogation 


a omg N 
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or Change of the Sabbath, we may not only 
infer, That ſuch an Abrogation or Change was 
no Part of the Will of his Father, and conſe- 
quently, that it is by no Means the Duty of 
Chriſtians to comply with any ſuch Abrogation, 
or Change; but alſo, That the Obſervation of 


the ancient ſeventh. Day Sabbath is dur moſt 


certain Duty, 


„  Vthly, Our bleſſed Lord wh ſo far from 
changing the Sabbath before he died, that the 


holy Chrifian Women, who had followed him 
from Galilee miniſtring to him of their Sub- 


ſtance, having beheld the Sepulchre and how | 


his Body was laid, returning into the City, and 
having prepar'd Spices for the Imbalmiog his 
Body, affoon as the Sabbath ſhould be over, 
reſted the Sabbath Day according to the Com- 
mandment, Luke xxiii. 55, 56. Now is it to be 
ſuppoſed, that Women of this Character, and 
ſo dear to Jeſus, as they muſt neceflarily be, 
ſhould'be left by him intirely in the dark, in an 
Affair of ſo confiderable Importance (which 
muſt: neceſſarily make a prodigious Noiſe a- 
mong the Jews, whenever it took place) as 
the Change of their weekly Sabbath? Tis 
plain they had no Notion of any ſuch Change, 


at leaſt, in this Caſe, as left them at Liberty to 


profane the old Sabbath, and to transfer the 
Regards they had uſually paid to it, to any o- 
ther Day of the Week; but they reſted that Day, 
either, according to the old Commandment, in 
Obedience to which they had all along kept it, 
as ſeems moſt probable, or elſe, according to 
ſome new Commandment receiv d from Chriſt; 
for they reſted the Sabbath Day according to the 
ny * Com- 
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Commanument; and were ſo far from having 
any Notion of keeping the firſt Day of the Week 
for their Sabbath, that they fully intended to 
have imbalmed our Lord's Body on it, had they 
found it in the Grave, as they expected: | 
Hut to this it is objected, That if the Wri- 
ter of the Acts of the Apoſtles had been to have 
* told us, in what Manner the Apoſtle Paul cir- 
*-cumcis'd Timothy, he would or might have 
© ſaid, that he obſerved' to do it according to 
the Law thereof; and ſo likewiſe with reſpect 
d to the believing Fews, who were zealous of 
* Circumciſion : - But ſure none will ſuppoſe 
© from hence, that Circumciſion is obligatory 
on us Chriſtians now; and therefore wh 
© ſhould it be thought that the ſeventh Day Sab- 
bath is, and that on Account of a few Wo- 
men once obſerving it, as they were wont to 
do *” It is Pity this Author, among other 
Things, had not attempted to anſwer what, he 
knows, I have ſaid on this Head + ; vi. That 
© their Concluſion with reſpect to Circumciſion 
may perhaps not be the fartheſt from Truth, 
vVho ſuppoſe, that Cbriſtianity did not oblige | 
the Jewiſb Cbriſtians to renounce Circumciſion, 
© but expreſly declar'd the Genzi/zConverts under 
no manner of Obligation to receiveit;” Till he 
has done this, he takes for granted what ought 
to be prov'd, viz. That Timothy, or any other 
Fewwiſh Convert to Chriſtianity did wrong in 
being circumcis'd, during the Continuance of 


Mr. Dobel, p. 63. + Sc The Seventh Day Sabbath far- 
ther vindicated, p. 35. & Second Delence, p. 5. | 
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the Fewwiſh Polity, and reflects in a very high 


Manner on the Character of St. Paul, or any 


other of the Apoſtles, who adminiſter” d this 
Ordinance : 
Befiaes, He very well knows, we by no means 


imagin, that the ſeventh Day Sabbath is obli- 


gatory on Chriſtians, purely on Account of theſe 
Women's obſerving it; This Text, we think, 
ſhews, That neither theſe holy Women, at that 
Time, nor, in all Probability, the Erangeliſt, 
when he wrote his Gofpel, knew any Thing 


of the ſeventh Day Sabbath's being then abro- 


gated, or changed for another; and conſequent- 
ly, we think it very improbable, That Chriſt 
ſhould ever have intimated any ſuch Abroga- 
tion or Change ; This Streſs we lay upon it, and 
no more: But in order to our forming this Con- 
cluſion, That the ſeventh Day Sabbath obli- 
ges Chriſtians , we not only take in the Evi- 
* of theſe Perſons, which we think not in- 
conſiderable, but alſo the Silence of all the Nev- 
Teſtament Writers with regard to any Abroga- 
tion or Change, as well as many other Circum- 


ſtances: But to proceed, As our Saviour allow- 


edly kept the ſeventh Day Sabbath whilſt here 


upon Earth, and never ſignified any future 


Change of it, that we know of; ſo he plainly 
intimated: before his Death, which is m 5 
VIth Argument for the preſent Obligation 
of the ſeventh Day Sabbath, That it would be 
in Foree at the Deſtruction of Ferujalem, Mat. 
xxiv. 20. in theſe Words, But pray ye that your 
PFlixht be not in the Winter; ner en the Sobbath 
Day : That this Paſſage refers to the Deſtruc- 
tion de Feruſalem, which Event happened about 
ES 2 forty 
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forty Years after our Saviour's Death; i is ag 
7 think. by all; and tis plain from the — 
themſelves, that our Saviour imagined ſome con- 
ſiderable Tnconveniences would neceſſarily attend 
his Diſciples Flight, at that dreadful Time, in 
caſe it ſhould fall out, either, in the Winter, or, 
on the Sabbath Day: | 
The Inconveniences of ſuch a Flight, in the 
| Winter, are plain and obvious, ſuch as theſe, 
The Shortneſs of the Days ; the uſual Incle- - 
mency of the Weather; and the Badneſs of the 
— All the Difficulty is in aſſigning the 
real, foreſeen Inconveniency of ſuch a Flight on 
the Sabbath Day, or ſeventh Day of the Week, 
this being the Day here intended, as all Inter- 
preters agree; No other Day of the Weck hav- 
ing ever obtain d the Name _ Sabbath, in the 
Old or New Teſtament, or for ſeveral hagdred 
Years after. Chriſti: The Reaſons uſually aſ- 
ſigned, why the Diſciples were to pray that 
their Flight at the Deſtruction of Feruſalem 
might not be on the Sabbath Day, are theſe 
two ; 1/1. Leſt, if they were obliged to flee on 
the Sabbath Day, they ſhould be incommoded, - 
and put to Death by the ſuperſtitious Jets, for 
what they would call a Prof anation of the Day : 
Or, 24dly, Leſt the Diſciples by their own Scru- 
pulouſneſs and Superſtition, ſhould be unhap- 
pily prevented n. the beſt of their Op- 
| Portunity :: 
But with reſpect to the former af, theſe aſ- 
ſigned Reaſons, I would object, That it was an 
ee Caſe among the Jes near 200 Years 
before Chriſt, if we may believe the Author of 
the HINT, of the 3 or Joſephus, the 


Fewiſh 
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Hiſtorian, that it was lawful, either to 


4 ght or flee, in Caſes of Neceſſity, on the Sab- 


bath Day; and they have both of them accord- 


ingly left upon Record ſeveral Battles fought on 
that Day: 


Befides, Had they been of Opinion that it 
was unlawful to fight their Enemies, or flee on 
the Sabbath Day, it is to the laſt Degree im- 
probable, they ſhould think it lawful, eſpeci- 
ally in a Caſe of ſuch eminent Diſtreſs, to fight 
and ſlay their Friends: But as the Few: them- 
ſelves made no Scruple either of fighting or flee- 
ing on the Sabbath, in Caſes of Neceſſity, there 
is not the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon to imagin, 
they ſhould ſo far ſtrangely neglect their own 
Safety, as weakly to waſte their precious Time, 
in attempting to prevent Others from doing 
that, which they themſelves allow'd, and which 
the then preſent Exigency of Affairs equally 


requir' d of both: And, if it ſhould be objected, 


that tho' they might either fight or flee, on the 


Sabbath Day, to ſave themſelves, yet it was un- 


lawful to remove, or to attempt to fave, any of 
their Effects, on that Day; I anſwer, That 
the Letter of the Law no more juſtified the La- 
bour, to which they and tlivi Beafts of Bur- 
den mult neceſſarily be expos'd in any Engage- 
ment, than it did their removing, or at:empt- 
ing to ſave any of their Effects, on the Sabbath 
Day, it was equally ſtrong againſt both; and 


if it could not be ſuppoſed, but that the Preſer- 
vation of Life muſt be an excepted Caſe in the 


Law, and would ſufficiently -juſtify their de- 
tending themſelves upon Occaſion, and in ſuch 


a yo ka as upon the whole, they imagined 


would 
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would be moſt for their Advantage, and conſe- 
quently the Labour to which they and their 
Beaſts of Burden muſt neceſſarily be expoſed on 


ſuch Occaſions; muſt they not as naturally have 


imagined, that the ſame Reaſon, the Preſerva- 
tion of Life, would equally juſtify their ſaving 
what Nceſſaries lay in their Power, in any ſuch 
trying Caſe? If, in the former Caſe, Reaſon 
juſtly dictated to them the Improbability of the 
Law's concluding againſt uſing their Endea- 
vours to preſerve Life, tho' it were by — 
Force with Force, muſt it not equally ſugge 

the Reaſonableneſs of making what poor Pro- 
viſion lay in their Power, for the future Preſer- 
vation of it; at leaſt, till a peaceable Settle- 
ment in the Courſe of Providence ſhould be ob- 
tain'd ? Is it likely they ſhould ſee it their Duty, 
ſeemingly, againſt the Letter of their Law, to 
uſe their Endeavours to preſerve Liſe to Day, 
and not ſee themſelves under the ſame Obliga- 
tion, tho' ſeemingly alſo againſt the Letter of 
their Law, to prevent, as much as poſſible, the 
Loſs of it to Morrow? The Obligation to a dif- 
ferent Conduct in theſe ?πw⁴e Caſes being ground- 
leſs, the Suppoſition of ſuch an Obligation, to 
me appears ridiculous: And, if the Fews them- 
ſelves made no Scruple either of fighting, or 
fleeing, on the Sabbath Day, upon Occation; 

the Pretence of the Diſciples Scrupulouſneſs im- 
mediately vaniſhes : Bejdes, The Suppoſition, 

that it was really the Duty of the Diſciples to 
make the beſt of their Way in ſuch a Caſe, 
without paying any Regard to religious Scru- 
ples; and thar our Saviour verv well knew they 
would, nowith{tanding, be very mach indan- 
FF : gered 
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gered by ſuch Scruples, unleſs 1 dif-- 
poſſeſſed of them; and yet, that, notwithſtand- 


ing all this, neither a Regard to T ruth, nor his 


Love of the Diſciples ever occaſioned the leaft 
Attempt to undeceive them, is ſo very injurious 
a Reflection on the otherwiſe. perfect Character 
of our dear Redeemer, that 1 it is ol no Means 
to be admitted: 

If then it ſhould be aka; . 2:4 in my Opi- 
nion, was really the Reaſon, why the Diſciples 
are here directed by Chriſt, to pray, That their 
Flight might not be on the Sabbath Day, at the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem ; 1 anſwer, That as 
an Avoiding of corporal Calamities ſeems to be 
the evident Reaſon, why they were to pray that 
their Flight might not be in the Winter, at 
that Time of uncommon Diftreſs ; ſo the Avoid- 
ing that Uneaſineſs of Mind, which would. ne- 
ceſſarily have been occaſioned by their being un- 
happily reduc'd to the ungrateful Neceſſity of 
profaning, as it were, and rendring common 
that Portion of Time, which they had uſually 
apply d to ſacred Reſt, was, in all Probability, 
the ſole Foundation of this other. Direction of 
our Saviour, . That, they ſbould. prav that. their 
Flight might not be on the Sabbath Day; To be 
oblig d to travel, and perhaps hard loaded, with 
all poſſible Haſte, and in Peril of their Lives, 

in cold, wet, ſtormy Weather, and bad Roads, 
as it might poſſibly happen, at a Time, on a 
Day, when they ought to have been engag' d in 
the Worſhip of God, and uſually had been ſo 
employ'd, quite free from all temporal Care and 
Concern, was too ſenſible a Change, not to oc- 
caſion very conſiderable Diſtreſs, and therefore 
r might 
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might . be guarded againſt by our Sa: 
viour, and juſtly ſuppos d a proper Object of 
| his Diſciples Deprecation. at the Throne f 


Grace: 

But with 5 47 to this Text, it is s objected 
by a late Author, That, As our Lord doth 
here ſpeak of no other but a Jeuiſb Sabbath, 

and doth not in the leaſt injoin the Obſerva⸗ 
tion thereof on Chriftians, nor yet here, nor 
any where elſe doth give any Direction to 
Cbriſtians how they ſhould keep the ſeventh. 
Day, which he would ER have done, 

if it had been ſo, that the far Day was 
« ſtill to be kept, and there had been any +; Ara 
or Alteration with reſpect to the — of 
© it, therefore theſe Words of our Lord do not 
contain any Proof, that the Obſervation of 
the ſeventh Day doth remain obligatory on 
Cbriſtians now. * ” If this Writer derives 
his Notion of the Chriſtian Sabbath from any 
Mention made of a Sabbath, either by our Sa- 
viour or his Apoſtles, he ſo far borrows it from 
the TJews/þh Sabbath; becauſe neither our Sa- 
viour, or his Apoſtles are ever ſuppos'd to have: 
meant any other Day of t k by the Word 
Sabbath, but that very Pay which was the Je- 
:;/þ Sabbath: If he ſays he does not borrow his 
Notion of the Chrz lan Sabbath from any Men- 
tion made of a Sabbath by Chriſt, or his . 
ſtles, he will be under — Difficulty, I ima- 
gin, to prove his Sabbath to be a Chriſtian Sab- 
bath: Beſdes, how came he by the Notion of 
one WON? in. ſeven Tos a Feed if not from the 
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b of that Which he calls ihe s Si 
th? And if, from fuck Mention, kz u 
juſtifiable ro borrow the Notion of ®ne Day in 
ana without being oblig d to obſerve the pre- 
elſe Day ee or the Ceremonies belong- 
ing to it, as Few/h ; The Sabbatdrtans furely 
may, as conſiſtently, obſerve the ver y Day men- 
tioned, without thoſe ee in à ſpiri- 
tual Manner, ſuitable to the Genius of the Chri- 
tian Iuſtitution; But alas! to return this Au- 
thor his own polite Compliment, ©* What Shifts 
* and Quibbles will not Perſons make to evade 
* the cleareſt Evidence, in order to maintain 
their own Notions. Tho? the Fewiſb CEri- 
fians, during the Continuance of the Fewiſe 
Polity, might think themſelves oblig'd to ob- 
ſerve the very Rites affixed to the Sabbath, un- 
der that ſhadowy Diſpenſation; yet aſſoon us 
their wo was diſſolv d, at the ——— of 
2 em, e Thin ly Feat intire 
Ani th ha rd b purely Fw! the 85 
bath, rich ſame 87 Inftiturion: naturally re- 
turn d, I imagin, even with tefetetice to the 
cui Chriſtians themſelves, to its primitive 
State, in Which it Was 'befote the Comments: 
ment of the "Few? freed from all 
thoſe Incumbrances, which che ſtrangely 
verſe and ungenerous Temper of that wha 
People had made neceſſary; 80 that tho" 
ſeyench Day Subbuth, by theſe Words of hen 


Saviour, was to be in Fbrce about 46 Fears 


after his Death; and he; never gave the leaſt In- 
tithatah,. chat it Pts eder be afterwards ab- 


Togated; and co! 
SROry on ere jor by. — fol- 
lows, 


it be at preſerit obli- ; 
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lows that, aſter the Diſſolution of the Fe i 


— — 


State, the Jeuiſb Peculiar ities, not originally 
belonging to the Day, may not be done away, 
or — loſe their Obligation. FER? 

VIIthly, Paul, at Miletus, expreſly declares 
to the Elders of the Church at Ephe/ius, That 
he had kept back nothing that would have been 
profitable to them, having not ſhun'd to declare 
to them the whole Counſel of God, Acts xx. 20, & 
27 Ver. yet he ſays never a Word, either about 


— 


the Abrogation, or Change of the Sabbath *. 
Had either the Abrogation or Change of the 
Sabbath, from the ſeventh to ſome othe- Day of 
the Week, been deſign'd by God to take place 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, as they would 
have been conſiderable Innovations, and conſe- 
quently have met with great Oppoſition from 
the Jews, they would undoubtedly have been 
frequently inculcated, and the Reaſons of ſuch 
Abrogation or Change plainly aſſign d, not only 
by Chriſt, but alſo by his Apoſtles, and all the 
firſt Publiſhers of the Chriſtian Religion; where- 
as Chriſt and his Apoſtles not only kept the ſe- 
venth Day. Sabbath, but alſo ſaid never Word, 
that we can find, either that it ſhould be abro- 
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If the firſt Day of the Week was the\Chrifian Sabbath, 
How can we. reconcile St: Pas Conduct towards the Gentile In- 
habitants of Antioch in Piſidia, to this Declaration? They defir'd 
of him and Barnabas on the fit Sabbath they were there, that 

the Goſpel might be preached to them the next Sabbath, 42s 
xiii. 42. What could the Reaſon that the Morrow, Which is 
ſuppos'd to have been the weekly Day for Chriſias Public Wor- 
flap, mould not be thought a proper Time, in which to preach 
the. Word, but the Jonging Genri/e: muſt be defer'd a whole 
Week, and the moſt favoufable Opportunity of honeſtly decla- 
ring the ( ſuppoſed.) Counſel of God, wi reſpect to che 5 
Day Sabbath,” intixely neglected by the Apoſtles? 

Ul | | vated 
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cated, or changed for another; on this Account 
therefore we may ſtrongly infer, That no Ab- 
rogation or Change of the Sabbath was ever in- 


tended under the Civilian Diſpenſation; For, 


if neither Grift who was Faithful as à Son, 
and who aſſur d his Diſciples, that he had made 
known to them all Things that he had heard of 
his F ther; No 15 Paul the great Apoſtle of 
the ©: ntile World, who appeals to Others, that 

x had not kept back any Thing uſeful from 
them; nor ſhun'd to declare to them all the 
Counſel of God, have ſignified any LIES 

of either the Abrogation or Change © 

the Sabbath ; it'is a ſtrong Indication, — ſuch 
an Abtogation or Change was no Part of the 
Will of. God, which was to take place under 
the Chriftian Di B i 1 
48 for any N in Favour of 7 a con- 
tr Suppofi 855 drawn from: any Actions of 
St, 'E aul, or from any general and indetermi- 
nate Expreſſions in any of his Epiſtles, they 
will be hereafter conſidered i in their Proper Place: : 


I wall now proceed to the 


VIII ch, and Laſt Argument, h I think 
— to adrance, in roof of the Preſent oor 


+ % hh 7 
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. If it mond be bjeded, That 2 had 8 St. Foal a w 
know of, ever preached the ſeventh Day Sabbath to the E A 
or any other Gentiles, tho', on the Principle of Sincerity, if that 
Day was obligatory, it ſeems to have been his incumbent Duty; 
I anſwer, "Tis evident that there was a conſiderable Synagogue of 
the 7 ws at Epheſus.” and indeed, in moſt other Places where the 
Apoſtles firſt publiſt'd the Chriſtian Religion, x4 which means it 
came to that the Centiles were ſufficient y. appriz'd, that 
the Ss en the ſeventh Day Sabbath "obligatory by 

vine Appointment, and the Chri/ffians being then — only 
as a Sect of the Fewvs, the Apoſtles wete under no manner of Ob 
Ligation, . hag not the leaſt occaſion to inſiſt on that Topie. 
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bre * mat Day Sabbat ater 
8. fn My never read of any Dey bd which 
the RI Th 2 on Account of an y pretended 
Ta to ſet alide the 2 Day 09 ig 0h 
oe ver impartiall ers reat Bic- 
kerings, "which a4 Declaring the Gentile Con- 
verts on y exempted from the Neceſſity of ſub- 
mitting - Cireumcifion, an | ſome other Rites 
of the Law of Moſes, pe occaſioned from 
bar of Years ater he Dea of Cat au ia 
r OT 1 cars ter the 1, as Pla! 
appears from the Hiſtory of the As of i of the 
ſtles, and the Epiſtles of St. Paul, will not, 
15 imagin, eaſily. * in to the Belief of their 
onſing up, in ſo ver 2 "oy and Ale a man- 
r, this ſq v nſiderable an Alteration, as 
y muſt — ogy in caſe it obtain | in the 
Dey of our Saviour, or his Apoſtles © 
Tis ag to be ſuppos d, 22 7 ever 
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r is pretended by the Geberalky of: Chri- Chre- 
' flians, That che original Day bf holy Reſt, 
or the ſeventh Day Sabbath, firſt Aſtusted by 
God, is actually alete 2 Lord Jeſus 
Apoſtles, to 1 firſt Day of 


. Ebrift and his 
Week, and eee That tas. Pay is 
now to be kept holy by. Ghnilians, as the ſe 
venth Day was befire, under the former Diſ- 


Penſation; This they ſuppoſe do ena err ee. de- 
termined; 0 


* 


- % By 1 our r bleſſed 8. 0 
this Day, and the diſtinguiſhing Honour ha put 
2 it : © Actions, fora late Authon *, ert: 
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10 ke, a Law, wher i be they. ſufficiently 
h the Mind and Wil the Lawgiver, 

| as Words ;. the Signals Ziwen by a 
: . e or 3 are a Law to the whole 


Army. This may be allow'd, where the 


Signals ſufficiently publiſh the Mind and-Will 
of the Genera]; but ſuppoſe new Signals ſhould 
B given, W had never been declar'd by a 

Authority to have any Reference to ſuch, 
A8 ons, as are now expected in Obedience to 
them, and that other Signals had for Thou- 
ſands of Years been fixed as declaratory of thoſe 
Actions, without any Notice having ever been 


given, that the new Ones ſhould be ſubſtituted 


in the Room of the old Ones: avhat might we 


moſt reaſonably expect in ſuch a Caſe? At 
Obedience to the old Signals, which we under- 
ſtand, or to the new Ones, which we know 
2 nothing of? This ſeechs to be exactly the Ca 
befote us; The Mind and Will of God del 
vered to Adam in Paradiſe concerning the ſe- 
venth Day Sabbath and afterwards rene weil to 
the Fews our Saviour's Obſervation of it; and 
his ſignifying it ſhould be ing horte 40. Years 
after his Death, without leaving; ilie leaſt Inti- 
mation that it ſhould ever bei afterwards abro- 
gated or changed, are: ſufficient! Signals to; 
that the fre Day of the Week, in its ſtat 
3 be kept holy b v üs: A 4. 
But that any Actions of cba on the firſt 
Day of the Week, which were never: declar d 
to be a Sign of the Chan 15 of the Sabbath, 
ſome of which were actually repeted on other 
Days of the Week, and 95 th of them more 
probably not done on — Day as * 
that 


WW 
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tha 4 Actions, I ſay ſhould be con- 
ſtrued as an Aboliſhing of che old, and an 'Efta- 
bliſhins of a newy Sabbath, would be altogether 
unaccountable,” ere it not for the Prepoſſeſſions | 
and Prejudices, to which Cuſtom and Educa- 
tion naturally expoſe us 

The Firſi Action, by Which our bleſſed Sa- 
vidur is ſuppos d to have fi gnaliz'd the firſt Day 
of the Week, ſo as to make it the moſt memo- 
rable Day, and the fiteſt to be devoted to Exer. 


ciſes of eligion, was His rifing From the . 


on this Day: But no gocd Reaſon can be a 


figned, that T know of, why the Day of the 
Week, on Which he was dert or on which he 
ſaffered, ſhould not be ſuppoſed as proper to be 
ſct apart for the Exerciſes of Religion, as that 
on which he aroſe from the dead; To ſay no- 


thing of his Birth's making way Act all the Ad- 


vantages we obtain by Ni His Sufferings and 
Death ſeem to have main Streſs-of our Sal- 
vation laid upon them in the ſacred Writings, 
for he is faid to hàve purchaſed, juſtified, re- 
deemed, brought us Peace, and cleanſe us by his 
Blood &, and to habe Fecontiled | us to God, and 


made many righteous by Br Death +; ſo 5 as 


201 others; muſt: 


Acts 20. 28. Rom, 5. 9- Eph. 1. 7. Col. 1. 20. 1 1 Job 1. 7. 
+ Rom. 5. 1019. His voluntary Submiſſion to Death, when by 
praying tp his Father he might have avoided it, Mat. 26. 53. be- 
ing the only Reaſon aſſigned iu 5 1 * tor his Exaltation, that 


I remember, muſt conſequently be the _ — Part of his 


g in the Sight of God, ar 2 


U 
| tance to Cie lan; ; = indeed Reaſon l bow ily fo ſt —— 


fo painful an Humiliation, generouſly undertaken or e Good 


extremely amiable to every intel- 
nt Being, whereas his Ri g from the dead, by the Power re- 


4 
* from his Father, to t : Dighity and Glor ared for 
him, on Accotintiof his voluntary: Sbecience to © Peak, being 


e here, wlll asſuch, n nothing amiable in it. 
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the Reſurpeckion of Crit. in itſelf conſider' d. 

ſeems to have been no more than a Prod of his 
being the Perſon he pretended td be, the Me/- 
fab. Which was to come, de, u « Pledge of our 


Neſurtection, but -receiv'd what Vir it bas 


5 4 the divine, Will, either pr 


with reſpect to us from his Sufferings and Death; 
| why ſhould the greater give way to the leſſer? 
Why muſt the Chrifian Sabbath be 1 25 
to take its Riſe from the Reſurrection of 
rather than from his Sufferi sand Death, CREE 
ſeem to have given the Refi ion what Vir- 
tue. it has with regard to us? But if it be Kill 
inſiſted on; That the Work of Redemption is 
of greater Importance to Mankind, than the 
Work of Creation, and that the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt . Seal of that Work's being fi- 
niſhed, T ay of the Week on which his 
Ae happened ſeems to put in a natu- 
ral Claim for its being conſtituted a Sabbath; 
| ſeveral Things will here want to be clear d up, 
in order to render this a ſolid Proof of a firſt 
Day Sabbath: It muſt be clearly prov d, 


NN, That Chrif aroſe on the fr Day of the 


A ah, That his tying i in the Grave on x 6a the 
venth Day of the Week, the Day 
Reſurrection, was Part of the 1 of e 
dernption, which was finiſhed on that Day: 
3dhy, That the Work of Redemption was uf 
greater e 
of Creation i d 


an expritſs See 0 


9 4 
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214.1 In order to render che trag! Pretende 
of any ' Weight in this Caſe, It ought, T fay, to 

be clea Nord That Chrij ard ON the firſt 


2 Week, "$0 if he drofe on any other 


| 4a of the Week, then that other Day of the 


Week wilthave At the Claim to a Sabbath, which 


"is füppoſed to tefult from Chrift's, rifing «gain 


fram rhe” dead, abſtractedly conſidered ; 
lier this is done, it muſt alſo be prov'd i in the 
24 Place, That His lying in the Grave on the 


ä ſevench Day of tlle Week, the Day, preceding 
His Reſurrection, was Part of the Work of Re- 
| "detiptioh, which was * on that Day; 


for otherwiſe, tlie Art D ay of the Week, the 
Day f His Reſufrection Wonld bear no Ana- 
16x ; AS2 Sabbath, to the Sabbath inſtituted b 
Sd on His fibihing. the Works of Creation : 
It is pgs from Gen, ii. & begin, before cited, 
That the ſeventh Day, at the Creation, was the 
firſt o TW which God reſted from all his Works, 
which” he had made, and 7berefoxe he bleſs'd 
and fſanCtified it to "ſacred Reſt; AN the fox pte- 


cedinę Hay 8 he Had worked, "that is, created 
and ade Thin , and in "tein: the Heavens, 


*the'Farth, the 15 and all the Creatyres they 


. conn Wye mk hed, but he bleſs d and ſancti- 


A e ey \ Beczüſe chat ön it 'he reſted 
1100 N rar, , which he had created and 
ni 10 ſo that 1 Pate Work of Redemption was 
eliher >khithet. Kifors the ſeventh DR of the 
1 pn n' Which our Saviour 4s ſuppos d to have 
4 the 'Gfaye, and conſequently * his lying in 
the Grave wat nd Fart 5 that Work; Or, if it 


* 


Was 
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as not finiſhed till after his Reſurrection; then 
* firſt ceaſing from the Work of Redemption on 
the firſt Day of the Week cannot be — pleaded 


- 2 Foundation for a Tj 5 Now Some have | 


oſed the Work 9 
| 2275 t upon the Cross hay 
5 30. and eſpecially as he 
he was apprehended, G EXP 00 declared, t] 
bad fin Yb the Ws ork « —- oF he Father 0 4 given 
him to do, John XVii. 4; ;Ofters a again ima w, 


he id, finiſhed hy 


That his CRT 15 4. Part of 1 fp Work of 


Redemption, and copſequently that the Work 
of Redemption is not yet, fini On either 
of theſe Schemes, (and moſt C — perhaps 
go into the one or the oy. the firſt Day of 
the Week has no manner of Claim to a Sab- 
bath, on Account of its being the firſt, on which 
Chriſt reſted from the We &* of Redemption, ; 
becauſe, ſuppoſing the Work of Redemption to 
have been finiſhed by dur Saviour upon the Croſs, 

then his lying in he Grave on the ſeventh Day 
of the Week was no Part of the Work of Re- 
demption, but the ſeventh Day was the firſt 
on which he ceaſed from it, and conſequently 
the ſeventh Day of the Week muſt be the Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath, 1 which Chriſt firſt reſted from 
the Work of Redemption; and if the Work of 
Redemption be not yet finiſhed, then no Sab- 
bath can, in Reaſon, be kept on Account of 
| its be: ng. finiſhed : Buy if it were  prov'd that 
our Saviour s lying in the Grave on 1 ig 
venth Day of the Week, the Day 

his. RefurreBes, was Part of "ug 
Redemption, which was finiſhed on that Day, 
yet it muſt ap be Ee. _ FP 


id, I. WT 
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d Place; That the Work of Redefnption 
1 of grenter Impottance to Mankind itn 11 
Work of Creation, before it can follow, That 
the Day of the Week on which our Saviour a 
roſe on eight be obferved-as a Sabbath ; becauſe, 
i the Work of Redemption by _ which 
was finiſhed'by him the Day before his Reſur- 
re&tion; was not of greater Importance to Man- 
kind than the Work of Creation, then there can 
be no Foundation in Reaſon for 5 any.Change of 
the Sabbath on that Account ; becauſe the Sab- 
bath, it muſt be allow d, might then as well be 
obſerved, in Order to commemorate the greater 
Work, the Work of Creation, on Account of 
which it was firſt inſtituted, as the leſſer, on 
the Account of which, we have not the leaſt” 
Hint, there ſhould be a Sabbath: But how ſhall 
we prove, that the Work of Creation, in which 
all other Creatures, as well as Man, are con- 
cerned, tho“ not to his Diſadvantage, is of Teſs 
Importance'to Mankind, than the Work of Re- 
demption, in which Man, at moſt, if not only 
a {mall Part of Mankind, as many itfidgin, is 
only concern d? To fay, that by the Work of 


| Redemption we are put ina AKalrable Sues is no 


greater Happineſs, ſappoſe it to be true of all, 
than whatMankind, at chie Creation, hid Reaſon. 
to imagin they were put in the Poſſeſſion of: 
If our Terms ure eaſier, our Temptations Are 
almoſt infinitely greater, thin theirs in the Para- 
difaical State, we have Reaſon to imagin, were; 
ſo that, upon the whole; our firit Parents and 
we cem to have been put much upon a" Par, 
with regard to the Saveableneſs of our State; and ; 
1 it muſt be ſo, otherwiſe God Wolle cvi- 
KM 2 .dontly 


5%. Oe as abu of 8 Hie _ 


N cangot be bs pegs e 22 
1 05 


certain, that gur bl ys Sayiour 1 
Day of . Week act that bis 


Grave on _ ve W. Bay, be 
his Re ſurre ion, AS A ej ot. 
wy ption, 25 kay 


at's 
neo 0 1125 ak 
out an 2 5 1 Jop. or ſtation. 
of the divine W. AE preced ding ay 4 of 
nying it, in 5 5 of ſuch. a Change, is a ſuffi- 
cient Foundation for a Change of the Sbbath - | 
Had our 2 in his Life timę, W 115 
his Diſciples, That he was to bo raiſe by 
dead, on the firſt Day after ee OL: Fre: 
demption was. finiſhed, and 
the Week was thence forward to he 9 — of 
tian Sabbath, no one Chriſtian, I 1 imagin, would . 
have made the leaſt Hcg fon q tho Mar 
ter, but would 1 1 ſuppoſed 
u ear 3 17725 he f gu ven of 15 beg 
the 8 and 
intrinſi ſic Rog a. 15 14 Doctrine, a e 
19 80 75 to all 5 2 abopt the Regſonable- 
of it: But that his Rifng again ſhould na- 
turally, without any Inftitution, or the leaſt In- 
timation given of i its being ſignificant of ſuch a 
Change, | an any Thing in it, to occaſion. the 
Day, on which it ſhoull happen, to become a 
weekly Sabbath, to the Abolition of the ſeventh 
Day Sabbath originally inſtituted by God, on 


Reaſons 


. 4h = 


O 


Education: We, do not viſually 3 | 
manner, in any other, the leaft circumſtantial 
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would be intire y unaccountable, were. it not fox 


tbe Prepoſſeſſions and Prejuqices of Cuſtom and 
act in ſuck a 


Caſe of Religion; we love to have Precept or 


ly fut up withont either? What a. late Author 
efore, ing. of the Reaſonableneſs of 


if the Deliverance of, the Fews from the Egvp- 
ien Bondage he a ſufficient Ground for their 
Opſervation of a particular Nay in Token of 
* thas 'Deliverance, our ſpiritual Redemption 
* from the.Nominion of Sin and Death by the 
Reſurxection of Chrift mult. ſurely be a much 


better Reaſon for our Opſorvation of the firſt 


re mptor * 


Precadent, or both; and ſhall we act conſiſtentiy 
| then, if in this ſo conſiderable a Paint, we ſtrange- 


Ghriftians abferving the. firs Day of the Week 
kot their Sabbath, on Account of their ſpiritual = 
Redemption, lays ſo much Streſs an, via. That 


1 
* — * 


Sec. Der Sanaa Anſwered 5g, 
Reafons reſnhting from the Nature, of Things,. 
we eb Pigs prepaed.for Theulands of Years, 


54 Objettions in favour of h Chap J. 
remptory Aſertion, That our bleſſed Saviour 
10 5 given us“, * deſpair of- His over being able 
ce. 1 8 
88 action, brivkich our Saviour 18 fe 
pos d to have fi gnalized the firſt Day of t 
Week 28 3 Sabbath is hig meeti Bir Diſci 
and bleſſing. them on it But why thou this 
Day of the Week: be. eſtabliſhed 2 Sabbath by 
theſe Actions, any more than any other Day of 
the Week, on which our bleſſed Saviour alſo 
per formed the fame, which were many, Acts 
xiii. 3 1. and ſome of them not fin Days, as is 
evident from John xx. 26. compared with ubm 
xxi. & begin, unleſs we ſuppoſe the;firff Day of 
the Week to have been a working Day: Be- 
Ades, what can be more arbitrary, than to in- 
terpret any Actions of Chrift e firſt 
Day of the Week, as ſignificative of a Change 
of the 1 5 to that Dey: which neither God,” 


of its N 1 a ied Days ahbe a — na- 
tural, and cuſtomary Indication of it, and ever 
accounted inconſiſtent with Sabbath Service, _ 
cept, at leaſt, in Cafes of extreme Neceflity.? | 

The fame may be likewiſe ſaid with — 
to the Deſcent of the Holy Gbeſ on the Day of 
Pentecoft; which ſome: have-interpreted as a ſig- 
nalizing the Day on which it was ſent as a ab- 
ba:h;. For ſuppoſing the Day of: Penteca to: 
have, fallen chat I car, in ; in which our Sanicur — 


o 8 „ 1 
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Fred. on the firſt Day of the Week, yet why 
_ſhould nat any other Day of the Week, on-yhich 
Gifts. were — 2 
marked out and ſignaliz d for a Sab- 


bath, as well as this? Aal then che ſeventh 


Day of the Weck may ſtill. bid fair to be con- 


ed as a Sabbath; As xix, 6-8. At leaſt, 
it is ſcarcely probable, that the ſecond extraor- 


dinary Effuſion of the Spirit, when the M, 


or Bolneſi of Speech — to have been elpe- 


rang communicated, A iv. 31. was on a fi 
ſuppoſing it to be then accounted the Sab- 
Dale becauſe; tho. Peter and Joby were gp 


. Council of the eus on 


that Day, to anfwer to the Crimes laid to their 


. = we have no Account of their refu- 


d, or of their deſiring to have their 
Teal 5 off to another Day, on N of the 


3 — t Day 's being their Sabbath; Nor 
B my the leaſt than of their honeſtly 


ng the Jews with the Change of the 


acquain 
| Sabbath; "Horwittitanding their being noted for 


their Boldueſi in that Council: 
But if the common Account of our Saviour 8 
ſuffering be true, the Day of Pentecoſt does not 


ſeem to have fallen that Vear on the 2 but 


on the ſeventh Day of the Week: In Lev. xxiji. 
we find, that on the fourteenth Day bf the firſt 
Momh Was the Lord's Paſſover, which is ſup- 
pos d to have been on the Thur /day that Year, in 


which our Saviour ſuffered ;-on Friday, which 


was the fifteenth Day of the Month, and the 
Feaſt, of unleavened Bread, he is imagined to 


have died; ſo that if (as ſeems molt probable 


ow. Lev. XXiil, 10, II, - 15. compar d with 


bo: Deut. 
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van Bra®,and'tht mn of the 505 5 | 
wah tor begin HE Ach unt Cf 15 
tween the Feel oÞ ihleavert a9 
noeh fe} the ffficth'whs'th Gs ta f 
than whe Day? A ke NE ior 15 
9 Week, 


a6: mot on Fer egg De 


18-8 — e oth 
Di act et as 
* that n 01 k 


Fay Ghoſt on che Bay of Policy ſhoult 
ſuppos dt render that Day A Sabbath, it dl 
only dt Yearly Sabbath; and Nbweäble, ſbfme- 
times on ene Hay of chs Weck, and ſbrhbtilties | 
l-agothers © © tata Agr, e 
„Bur what Relation bee tay of'theſ Acht 
104 8abbath;? Or were Have We Fob Intithd- 
tion, that any, or alk of Kio = 
{Hondriconfiitine that Day bf tlie "Week the 
Obrien Sabbath, on wich chey Thou Hap 
pen And if they: have no natural Relation ro 
any ſuch Thing, her are #Hiphifted by a proper 
Authority to bergen W. akin 
one-Profeftant Princip i e uſtif 
cluding tem 2 bey Sig wy of e | 
the:Sabburh, - 1 1 4 #4) 110 
TE The. le 


„ bz — — mihi Bick 
and Inſpiration! of the Hohy Sffeſt, did itt 1 

reiz: Rey imagin, theſe AN f, 4845 bk | 

this Day for their religious ARCs: 

On laſtanèe of Apoſtolical Practice uſually re- | 
fertd:ito'in; this Affair, is in Als xx. e 
it We thnas werkrtef z. And 1ſpun the Art. B 
* _ when the Dirie came leger her to 2 1 
Brea 


Bread, Paul preached unto them, ready ie, dts 
% Maag, 


6 

I 
f 
0 
— 
L 
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id, 


mel Day Saddatn n E 


en the Morrow, and continued His Speech 
Where we may obſerye, Figl, 
That here are #09 Circumſtances which plainly 


ſhew, that this Meeting was purely occaſional; 


One is, Paul's, Readineſs to depart on the Mor- 


row, never to {ce them more; The gtber is this, 


This Meeting was evidentl ly in the Evening, and 
held almoſt a] Night ; on theſe Accounts, This 


ecting, 'tis plam, was never. deſign d as a Pre- 


cons for Sabbath Worth 2 Befides, if the Diſ- 


ciples came t ther in Day Time on the 
firſt Day of the Week, which ſeems to have 
been the Caſe, then the Breaking. of Bread, 
whether a common Meal, or the Lord's SuP- 
2 be intended by it, as well as the greateſt 

art, if not the whole of St. Pauls Sermon, 
was on the ſcrond, and not on the firſt Day of 
the Meek; and, if; they be ſuppoſed to have met 
together on the Evening belonging, to the firſt 
Day, and which precedes : it, then the firſt Day 


of the Week was not accounted the Sabbath, 


becauſe, when Paul had: talked till Break of 
Day, he departed for Aſes,. where the Ship, 
which was to carry him towards Feruſalem, was 
to take him in: 

But, notwithftanding all this, a late Author Shas 
thought proper cond on this Text, as ab a Seripr 
ture 5 for the Worſhip of God in Ch 
ſtian Aſſemblies, oh the flit Day of the Werk: j 
only; for good Rea ſens, no, doubt, he has omitted 
. 14 Caple, ot 1* Verle, n continued | his 


62 — — hy. 4 
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I Speech 


F  Objettion in favour of a First Chap. 4 
Speech till Midnight ; tho this, he muſt needs 


"know, 1s one of the moſt Mmäterial Circumſtan- 


ces, in determining the true Senſe of this Paſ- 
ſage: He tells us, it may here be noted, 
If, © That the Church of Troas came toge- 
ther in Publick 0 breat Bread, and therefore, 
© this-breaking Bread is not to be underſtood of 
a common Meal, but of the Lord's Supper? 
What this Gentleman means by the Diſciples 
coming together in Public to break Bread, I. 
do not very well underſtand ; 'They might come 
together in Private, for any Thing the Text 
ſays to the contrary ; but ſuppoſing they did 
come together 'in Public to break Bread, why 
muſt we thence neceſſarily infer, that the Lord's 
Supper, and not a common Meal was intended 
by the breaking of Bread; Had they met together 
to eat a common Meal, in a friendly Manner, 
with St. Paul before he departed, I do not ſee 
but the Manner of Expreflion would have ſuited 
as well, and therefore I cannot but look upon 
it as very arbitrary, for any to pretend, that by 
the breaking of Bread here, we muſt neceſſarily 
underſtand the Lord's Supper, and not a com- 
mon Meal: The daily Meeting of the Three 
'thoufand, one hundred and twenty Souls mentioned 
Acts ii. towards the latter End of the Chapter, 
to break Bread from Houſe to Houſe, ſeems to 
have been as public, at leaſt, as this, and yet 
many learned Men are ready to conclude, from 
ſeveral Circumſtances, that beating Bread here 
means no more than a common Meal, as it al- 
lowedly does in ſeveral other Places: However, 
as the breaking of Bread mentioned Acts xx. 7. 
was after Midnight, I cannot but wonder, 2 
this 
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this Gentleman, who has ſufficiently ſhewn him- 
ſelf to be a Man of Senſe, ſhould inſiſt upon it 
as the Lord's Supper, and propoſe the Inſtance 
exhibited in this Paſſage, as a Precedent for pub- ; 
lic Worſhip: . 
2aly, Tis plainly declared, he ſays, chat this 
« breaking Bread was the End of their coming 
together in Public on the firſt Day; they did 
not meet together to hear St. Paul preach, 
and then take that Occaſion to break Bread, 
but they aſſembled together to break Bread; 
and then St. Paul took the Opportunity which | 
* this gave him to preach unto them befcre he 
* departed.” If this fr/# Day of the Week, 
on which the Diſciples met together, was the 


A 


_ Chriſtian Sabbath, no doubt, they met to hear 


St, Paul preach, as well as to celebrate the 
Lord's Supper; becauſe this Gentleman himſelf 
will, I imagin, readily allow, that Preaching is 
a Part of the public Worſhip, as well as Eat- 
ing the Lord's Supper ; but whoever ſeriouſly 
conſiders, That not only their breaking of Bread, 
but alſo the greateſt Part, if not the whole, of 
St, Paul's Sermon, was in the Night, will ſcarce · | 
ly, I think, want other Proofs, of the Diſciples 
expecting to hear St, Paul preach, as well as to 
break Bread; Or, of St. Paul's Readineſs to 


depart on the Morrow, being the immediate 


Occafion of the one and the other: But why. 
the Diſciples meeting together 7o break Bread, 
and not to hear St. Paul preach ( tho' they knew 


he was in Town, and conſequently in all Pro- 


bability wan not Joon of 1 at Auen Wor- 


* ITtid. p. 76- 
12 ſhip) 


60 bee, ir favour of a bi Chap. 4. 


hi p). ſhould be a Proof of this Paſſage 8 Footy io: 
ing pa 820 ent for tlie 
dd in Chr en . mblies on the frlt Da 3 pe? | 

55 Week, ably to their 7 to hear 
him preach, as well as to break Bread, I know 
W Leal 
| 34. The Manner, in which St. Lule relates 
their Aſſembling together, intimates, this Au- 
thor imagines, that it was the uſual Cuſtom of 
the Church at Troas, to celebrate the Lordi 
Supper on the firſt * of the Week: What 
this Gentleman, Mr. | Hallett, or any other, 
m__ talk in this a © oy fee i in 0 IP: P 
. ſapport ſuch a Suppoſition, I cannot underſtan 
If they pretend, Tat the Expreſſion, I ben the 
Diſciples came together, ſeems to countenance a 
Suppoſition of is Nature; ; Mr. Hallett, had 
he ſerved the Text, would eaſily have. per- 
ceiv'd, that there is nothing i in the Original an- 
N ſwering the Word When, as refering to he firſt 
Day, as it ſeem to do in our Tr: anatjon; but 
the Paſſage, literally __ d, runs thus, On the 
firſt Day of 1.0 Week; 1h; e Diſciples being, ga- 
thered 75 to break Brea ſa that here 
does not ſeem to be the l f fotimation, that 
it was their Cuſtom to meet together to break 
Bread-on the. firſt Day of the Week ; No, they 
did meet then 'on that Account, but that is all 
that can fairly be infer d from the Paſſage, as 

5 as I can A 5 Befides the e ie 


J 


he Mr. Killin 75 Tonk tends very ell ko 


ows, That | 
many Learned Men have 7500 ie as their Opi on, from . ii. 


42, 46. that the Eucha / i was celebrated Almo every Day in the 


Intancy of Chriſtianity, and not nien to the weekly Day of 
W Worſhip. 


bability 
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bability that the breaking of Bread here men- 

tioned was the Lord's Supper, and the utter Im - 

ppſſihility of the Fact contained in this Paſſage 

being 3 Scripture Pregecent for the Worſhip of 

God in Chriſtian Aſſemblies, have been. ſuffi- 

_ciently thewn above, and therefore this Paſſage 

is fo, far from proving, that it was the Cyſtom 

of the Cbriſtians at Troas to meet together to 

celebrate the Lord's Supper on the el Day of 

the Week, that it is highly imprabable, that it 

was ſo much as celebrated on that firſt Day z 
8 tho', if it had, Paul's being ready to depart, ne- 
: ver to fee them more, would eaſily account for 
| ſuch an Accident, without obliging us, in the 
; leaſt, to conclude, that therefore the Day, on 
L which they met to do it, was the Chriſtian Sab- 

1 Wk: cc. 


4th Place, The ſame Gentleman obſerves 
- from, this Paſſage, That it was not the Practice 
# of this Church: to. perform their public Wore 
t ſhip on the ſeventh Day; For if this had 
e been their ſtated Day for public Worſhip, 
[= * why did they not, come. together: on. this Day. 
e * to celebrate the Lord's Supper? And who 
at told him they did not? In my, Opinion, not- 
k withſtanding any Thing he has ſaid, either, to 
37 prove that * breaking Bread here mentioned 
all was the Lord's Supper ; or, that the firſt Day. 
as of the Week was their ſtated, Day for public 
o- ſorſhip, they might perform their public Wor- 
ho ſhip, and celebrate the Lord's Supper too on the 
hat Seventh. Day: 63, + or $67: 7 A 
* — ͤ —— r... WII. 
y of 


Be- 


62 Objettions i in favour of a Firf Chap. 4 4. 


= * es, It is unreaſonable to imagin, that the. 
brie Hiſtory we have of the As of the Apo. 
Ales ſhould give us a particular Detail of all 
their various Tranſactions on all thoſe ſacred. 
Seaſons; and why then muſt that which St. 
Paul ſpent at Troas neceſſarily be one of the 
noted nes? Nay, it is not improbable that, 
the Chriſtians meeting together on the firf Day 
at Troas owes it being recorded to the extraor- 
dinary Caſe of Eutychus : And whereas this 
Gentleman farther adds, That we have not 
in the whole As of the Apoſtles any Account 
© that the Chriftians perform'd their public 
* Worſhip on the ſeventh Day, but that we are 
often told, that the Apoſtles enter'd into thge 
* Synagogue on this Day, in order to preach... 
. Chrif to the Jews, but have no Inſtance that 
any Church aflembled thereon for that Wor-., 
2 ſhip which was peculiar to Chriſtians *; 
If, as the great Grotius, Dr. Hammond, and. 
many other learned Men ( ſupported by Tbeo- 5 
ppbilus Antiochenus ) aſſert, from As xv. 21. 
James ii. 2. If, I ſay, the Chriſtians i in the Apo-, 
ſtolical and ſeveral ſucceeding Ages called their 
Places of religious Worſhip Synagogues, then we 
may have ſeveral Inſtances of different Churches 
aſſembling on the ſeventh Day for the Perfor- 
mance of that Worſhip which was peculiar to 
Chriſtians, in the Acis of the Apoſtles ; for 1 
know of no one Inſtance in all their Acts, 
where they met and performed publick Wor- 
ſhip on any other Day of the Week; and tis 
hank tO 45122:n, that ** did not ene a 


1 «2. 
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ſemble for Chriſtian Worſhip, wherever they 
were ſeparated from the Jeus; for as to the 
Inſtance we have now been conſidering, if it 
was to be a Precedent for weekly Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, the Evening belonging to the ſecond Day 
of the Week would be thereby eſtabliſhed, as 
the moſt proper Time for that Purpoſe: But 
after all, I know not how this Gentleman came 
to ſuppoſe that Scripture Precedent, without Pre- 
cept, is allow'd among Diſſenters to be good 
Authority: I am ſure, to me, it ſeems directly 
contrary to what he himſelf has aſſerted in the 
Caſe of Infant Baptiſm, p. 47, of his Supple- 
ment, where he expreſſes himſelf thus; *Tis 
© unreaſonable, to ask where it is forbidden, 
© it lies upon them who practiſe it, to ſhew 
© where it is commanded?” And Bp Stilling- 
fleet, The London Caſes, De Laune, Mr. Fo- 
ſepb Stennett, and perhaps all who have had Oc- 
caſion to mention cindy unanimouſly ſup - 
poſe this to have been the Principle of the Di 
ſenters, That nothing is lawful in the Worſhip. of 
God, but what he hath expreſly commanded: And 
in conſequence of this Suppofition, how often 
has the Inſtance bf Pauls circumciſing Timothy 
been brought to ſhew, That Precedent, without 
Precept, is not ſufficient to oblige our Compli- 
ance? Whether ſuch Reaſoning of the Diſenters 
be juſt or no, I am not concern'd to determine, 
having only offer'd thus much to ſhew the little 
"Reaſon this Gentleman had to conclude, That 
Scripture Precedent, without Precept, is allow'd 
among Diiſſenters to be good Authority: 
Another Inſtance of the Apoſtles Practice is 
taken from 1 Cor. xvi. 1,2. where we have theſe 


Words, 
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b + Wi concorn ning. the Gollefti on for the 
Jab 41 T have Ziben Orders to the Churches 


% Gilt, eben Jo do Je, upon the ſinſt Day of 


de Miel, let every One of you lay by him 1 in 


el 10th roſpertd lin, Aly indifferent Fer. 


Lott _ One would think; neceſſarily be ſur- 
ms to find. this Text brought to prove a 
| Sabbath, becauſe here is not ſo much 
"48 kts Afemblry g together mentioned, but the 
_comraty plaint? imply'd, by by the A peſtle s adyi- 
fin the Chbindlian Chriſtions (not to contri- 
bare at 4 Church Collection, but) every One 
of chem 10 14 up by bimſelf,. or 7 Home, as 
{me Ancient Verſions expreſs it * what — 
founck upon the Computation of his 3 Gain, 
be could afford to give towards the Relief of 
che Altre ted Saints at TFeruſalem 5. ſo that this 
Paſfige, if rightly tranſlate plainly proves the 


fr Bay e Ps creed, en reckoned a pro- 
Pe range iN inſpe — their Accounts, 


he thy 
to ſec them in the paſt 
Week, 100 . as not accounted e 
Chriſtian Sabbath: n 
But Mr. Rillingworth wot pinion, That by 
the; Text, under preſent Conkideration, Wer 
5 fait underſtand ; + 

; 1 57 bar 8 Foul 1 this Levi 2 in 
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Non- 
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_ - Nolfeilſe Would bade been des f epneft 6 
eſtap d the Obſervation of the. moſt ens 
i Reader The whole,” raiſed By the Corintbiuns, 


* 


t together, was dle Collectibs here intenchell, 
but not what Every 6nd laid up by bimſclfe lor 


at Home, in fore, which only would have Been 
-of Service to his Cauſe, had it been true, 'Bht 


Suppoſition is abſurd : | N 
" 24; * The Apoſtle, be ſays, adeites the CB. 


ſtiaus at Corinth, Naben they went to the | 


* lick Service upon the firſt Day of the Werk, 
to take along with them for the poor Sairits 
aetording as God had proſpered them, and 
: then put it into the common Store, or Trea- 
ſury of the Church, that it might be there in 
0 Naa and ſo prevent the Trouble of a 
4 Gathering, when the Apoſtle himfelf ſhoaſd 
* come amongſt them 11 is a beautiful 
to be conſiſtent, but, what thro the Finiten 
of our Capacities, the Prejudices of Education, 
and preſent Intereſts, it proves a great Rarity ; 
This ſame Gentleman, whb has expreſs d him- 
ſelf in the ſtrongeſt Manner againſt ſuch Prac- 
tices, Ras here evidently taken ſeveral Things 
ſar granted, then mitodue'd them into this Paſ- 
ſage, and afterwards urg d it as 4 Proj 
here is no Mention made either of ju 
wer, ot of any t##ihon Stor“ or Treafu 


tbr Ubareb, but the contrary is plainly ah 00 


The Apbſtle s Advice or Bfrechon in the Words 
under Conſiderution, Is this, That l 

the Cotimbian Chrifteans, eme, hol Thy 2 

of at Home, in Store; on the” f ay 7 the 
Week, 4. Gad bed. um; Whence we 
885 obſerve, Firſt, 2 as they were to lay 


2621. K up 


1 22 in favour of the Firſt Chap. 4. 


| up at Home, on the firſt. Day of the Week, as 
4 "God bad profpered them, her; they-muſt lagen 
their Accounts on one Da of-the Week, to 
; how God had proſpered . 

<&hey found, on ſuch Computation, they could 
Word. on another Day of the Week; or elſe, 
they were directed to 0 cs on this; the for- 
mer 1 would be ridiculous, the latter 
therefore muſt be true; Secondly, That as the 
_ Laying up here ordered was to be at Home, there 
could be no ſuch Thing as a common Store or 
. Treaſury of. the Church — of in the Caſe; 
And the Word render'd Jay by in Store is ſo far 
5 neceſſarily ſignifying to lay up in a com- 
mon Stock, that it primarily ſignifies to lay up 
any Thing againſt a Time to come, how pri- 
| vately. ſoever ; an Inſtance of which we have in 
ker ii. 5. But after thy bardneſs and impenitent 

cart treaſureſt up unto thy ſelf, Sc. | 
Nor is the Objection, . That on the Sup- 


© poſition, that every Chriſtian was to lay by 


«* ſomething at Home, there would then be as 
© much Occaſion for a Gathering when the 
© Apoſtle. came, as if this Exhortation had ne- 
© ver been given of any Weight; becauſe all 
ſoliciting their Charity would be intirely pre- 
vented by this Practice, and the Apoſtle would 
have nothing to do but receive it: And if their 
Contributions were to have been put in a com- 
mon Box, as is generally imagined, what Rea- 


ſon can be aſſign d, why Pau! ſhould give him- 


ſelf the Trouble of ſending Titus and Others, 
a conſiderable. Time aſs to _ them to bo 


Err —— 2 ws — — 
VRE ST 2347 2 . wy E. 
5 ready 


;; and lay up _— 


4 Ge. eee © 
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ready, as we ſee he did 2 Cor. viii, & ix Chap- 
ters: As therefore this Gentleman allows a Con- 
formity between the Collection here ſpecifed, 
and that preſcribed to the Galatian Churches, 
and the Method, here directed to, was, for eve- 
Man #9 lay by at Home, on the firſt Day of 
the Week, as God had proſpered him, that it 
might be ready when the Apoſtle came, will it 
not evidently follow, that the Galatian Churches 


were alſo directed to the ſame Method? The 
: Conſequence, I think, is unavoidable ; ſo that 
5 unleſs our Author and thoſe in his way of think- 

y ing, can content themſelves with obſerving the 
bs firſt Day of the Week, as the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
p without either Precept, or Precedent, in all the 
— New Teſtament, they muſt, I think, give it 
n up; As for Precept, they allow they have none; 
14 and as for the two pretended Precedents uſually 
| alleged, I imagin, I have ſufficiently ſhewn, they 
— are nothing to the Purpoſe; In one of them, no- 
y thing like an Aſembiy is mentioned, but the con- 
as trary is plainly implied; and the Aſembly men- 
* tioned in the orher, was in the Evening ( moſt 
e- probably) belonging to the ſecond Day of the 
all Week, and held almoſt all Night; Stanch Pre- 
e- cedents theſe for a firff Day Sabbath. Peg 
1d III. But it is ſtill farther pretended, That the 
eir Name, by which this Day is called in Scripture, 
n- plainly ſhews, that God would have it thus di- 
a- ſtinguiſhed, and obſerved as a Sabbath, it being 
m- there expreſly called The Lords Day, as ſome - 
rs, imagin, refering to Rev. i. 10. which high 


be and honourable Name, Mr. K:/lingworth + in- 
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forms ys, ; was given 10 it, an Aooqupt of its be- 
- ReſurreRion.of our Lord, a9 |Borngbas, Igna- 
7145, and Juſtin Martyr aſſute us: Rut ſuppaſe 
it. were granted, that the Time here called The 
Lands Day, was the firſt Day of the Week, 
and that the firſt Day of the Weck was obſerved 
buy Cbriſtiaus in Memory of the Reſurrectioꝝ of 
prove, that they obſerv'd it as the Cbriſtian Sal- 
bath, or ſtated weekly Day for public Wor- 
ſhip ? It would, prove indeed, That St. John 
had fa, high a Veneration for that Day, as to 
give it that honourable Title; but it would by 
no Meang thence follow, no, nor from St. Jobn's, 
and the immediately * ob- 
ſerving it, in Memory of the Reſurrection of 
our Lord, that 4bat Day was the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, any, note than Chriſtians obſerving the 
Vet Day of the Week, in Memory of his 
Crucifixion, neceſſarily. inſer' d chat Pay of the 
Week to be the Chriſtian Sabbath: Nay, if the 
great Mr. Peirce + becright, ©. The' we were 
certain by the Writings of the Aneients, that 
the Apoſtles uſed ſome Things of which we 
_ © have. no Mention in che holy Scriptuges, we 
| * ſhould not ſor that Reaſon, be under. any 
Neceſſity of retaining them always in our 
Churches ; becauſe, ö 
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* Will, aor have we any need to heed any o- 
ther Writings where the Scripture is ſilent: 
Nor is the Application of the Name Lord's Day 

tq'the firſt Day of the Week — — Ages 

any Proof of their taking it from this Paſſage 
of gt. Fobn; much lefs is ĩt a Proof of St. Tams 
applying it by Commandment received from 
the Lord *, and leaſt of _ will it prove, that 
this Name was given it by divine Appointment, 
in order to — it x Sabbath, 4 the Sta- 
ted weekly Day for public Chriſtian Worſhip : 

If a 46cekly Day be intended by the Lord . Day 

here (and not the Day of judgment, or the 

Yearly Day of our Lord's Birth, Death, or Re- 
ſurrection, as many have imagined) and the 

Secripture is to be its on Interpreter, then the 
ſeventh will be the Day, that alone being called 
the Lord's Holy Day, The Lord's Sabbatb, &c - 

ſo that if Prateſfants would but in Fact lay a- 
ſide all Practices, which are not warranted-by 
Seripture, and have nothing but Tradition to 
plead, perſuant-to their avowed Principle, the 

Notion of a fir} Day Sabbath would, I ana- 

gin, intirely- vaniſh, there 'being neither Pre- 

cept, Precedent, or Promiſe, that TI know of, 
to encourage the Practice, or Threatning to 
thoſe who neglect it, on which to graff this 

Doctrine in the whole Bible: Befides, it is ge- 

nerally allow d, That they, who firſt called the 
firſt Day of the Week by the Name Lords 


— 


. 


We are not to ſuppoſe all that is contained in the Scriptures 
to þe the Produce of the divine Affiatus, 1 Cor. vu. 25 or, that 
all the Practices of the Apoſtles are to be imitated by us Gal. ii, 
Sta Lis £3. See Dr. Hammond. in Loc, and on Rev. 18. 2. 
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| N never infer'd * of the Sabbath, 
on that, or any other Account; becauſe they, 
who urge this Text, in favour of a Change of 
the Sabbath, at the ſame Time alſo ſuppoſe, 
Fant firſt — 72 mn Frog a conſis : ' 
derable Time, fevent Day 
of the Week: Nor does the firſt 557 5% 2 
Week appear ever to have been obſerved as a 
Sabbath, but only as a Feſtival, in Memory of 
Chriſt's: Reſurrection, till the fourth Century, 
when Conſtantine made the firſt Law forbiding 
Labour on this Day ( tho', in that very Law, 
be permitted all Sorts of Husbandry Work to 
be done on it #) being unwilling, as the Hiſto- 
rian informs us, that the Chriſtians ſhould have 
any Thing common with ther Jews +, and 
ready, it ſeems moſt. probable, to pleaſure the | 
People of Rome, who, with thoſe. inhabiting 
Alexandria, did not celebrate the holy Myſte- . 
ries every Sabbath Day, tho, in a Manner, all 
the other Churches throughout the whole 
World did 1. Having conſidered the Objec- 
tions uſually made againſt the — in fa- 
vour of a 40. wits Sabbath, 1 8 ü 
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Objections anſwered, which are  ufually yoifed 

.. againſt the ſeventh, in Favour of Wy other 
Dy of the Week, as a —— 


Ti is Waste“ by many, that to ity one 
I Day in a Week, as a Sabbath, ſufficiently 
heck the'End' of the firſt Inſtitution of the 
Sabbath, whether it be the firſt, ſecond, third, 
fourth, "fifth; fixth; or ſeventh Day 'of the 
Week which is pitched on for that Parpole ; j 
and that ſuch a Liberty ſeems eſpecially. ne- 
ceſſary to de allow d, as we are at the utmoſt 
Uncer Which is the firſt, ſecond, third, 
fourth, ' fixth, or ſeventh Day of the 
Week, — ach Diſtance of Time, and after 
ſo many confiderable Revolutions, as have hap- 
pen'd; and as the fame” is not the firſt, ſe- 
cond, third, fourth, fifth, fixth, or ſeventh Day 
of the Weel to every Part of the Globe: T wy 
already obviated the pretended Difficulty of 
knowing which is'the firſt, fecond, third, Firth, 
fifth, Goth, or ſeventh Day of. the Week, and 
demonſtratively, I think; ſhown, to all who 
own the divine Authority of the New Teſta- 
ment, That the Sabbath, which out Saviour 
kept, and which the Fews obſerved 30 Years 
after his Death; was the /eventh Ds of the 
Week from the Creation, and care re ſhall 
take no — Notice — tl Part of the Ob- 
| ae at preſent, than to ſa That ſuppoſin 
there were E one little Di lties of t Fes 


. ture 


ture in the Way, yet we ho Reaſon to ex- 
peck the divine Favour, if we honeſtly take the 
| beſt known; Methods of informing our ſelves, 
and practiſe accordingly, becaufe, - God, we are 
aſſur di acrepis wctordeng to what. a. Mum Bar, 
and, vel: accord te that be bas mote 2 Cor. 
vii. 122: ü AT in Ne e 
But, if we pay any Regard to Redo, and 
obſerve. the infamous Brand, it fixes upon ll 
known, allowed Deviations from the divine Ap- 
pointment, in In N ſoemingly the leaſt 
How of much leſs Importance, however, 
than, that under preſent Conſideration, we may 
perhaps: be led. to imagin,. That a d:fgred Sub- 
ſtituting another Day 0 
bath, t an what God hümſelf appointed, 
may not, in his Eſteem, be accounted. ſo light 
a. Matter, as ſome have been willing to ſußp- 
paſe : Ferobbam s only altering the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles, from — ternth Day of the /+- 
we to, 3 ay of the 5 Mouth, 
upon Recor Sta in up- 
on 1 Character, died, upon the whole, is 
one of. che work, 2 they — ol 
the Cg. fe f e. 1 * 


xi. 1 1 

and bis Go ompany, Wh angel them 
of the Tribe of Levi, and conſequently ſepa- 
rated to the Service of the Tabernacle; becauſe 
they, dared to offer Incenſe, not being of — 
Seel of Aaron, contraty to the, divine 
mand, by his Servant Joes, ware either: — | 
ſumed. by „e went ——— N 
and the Earth cloſed 45 * 
riſhec | from amen the Cet dun 
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Now how' innõbent er theſe Ob; eQors 
might be indin'd to magim Ferchaum's Alters- 
tion of the Month, yet it e ny recorded as 
one of thoſe Things which became Sin to 1/- 
raei being what he himſelf nd deviſed of hit 
own Heart; and how ſtrange ſoever-iv may ap- 
| Thar Perſons of the very ſane Tribs, and 
| devoted to the Service of the Tabernacle, ſhould 
de ſo exemplarily puniſſid, as Norah and his 
Company were, for only attempting to offer In- 
ceiſe, yet ſo it was; In both Caſes the Perſons 
concern d exceeded their Commiſſion, invaded 
the divine Prerogative, and conſequentiy are left 
upon Nec, © a Aga Inſtances of the high- 
eſt > Prefarnpt jom and Lworſhip: And it were 
to be wilh'd „that all: they, hs: can ſo eaſily 
give in to che Obſervation of another Day of the 
* as/a 2 than what the divine Be- 
ing orig uy ted; afterwards renewed' 
on. As Which our Saviour fignified 
aon * Foros 40 Years after his Death, 
without leaving the leaſt Intimation of any fu- 
ture Alteration of it, would ſeriduſly reflect on 
the great Neſemblance of | theirs; * this In- 
ſtanceg at leaſt; to the forementioned: Caſes: 
Ferboin might have juſtly: pleaded in Vindica- 
tion of the Change he — — from the ſe- 
ventk to the eighth Month, that he had no 
Manner of Detig u to lay. down the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles, but d che contrary, was fully de- 
termited to celebrate ir every Year wirll all poſ. 


ſible Exäctneſs; only, whereas ir was appointed: 


to be annualiy kept on the fifteenth Day of oo | 
ſeverith' Month; he had/ taken the Li 


Order to preſerve Peace 3 hie Subjects, — 
L their 


| ke 74 " Ohjedtion in uur an any Chap. 4. 


their Al dne to 5-3 Government, to re- 
move it from the fifteenth Day of the ſeventh, 
to the fifteenth of the eighth Month; a much | 
more ſpecious Pretence, I imagin, than any 
which Cbriſtians can poſſibly offer in Vindica- 
tion of the Change of the ad Sabbath, not- 
withſtanding. its being ſo often-repeted in a Year, 
whereas Feroboam's Device only took Place once 
in that Period: of Time 

Beſides, whereas the Feaſt of Tabernacles 
— an Ordinance only given to the Iſraelites 

— the reſt of their ceremonial Laws, the 

— Day Sabbath ſeems to have obtain d, 
from the Creation of the World, among all 
who had preſervd the Hiſtory of the Creation 
till of Late; Nor does e Change ſeem to have 
been firſt attempted out of ſo much as pretended 
Neceſſity, or in Hopes of procuring any one 
Advantage, whether public or private, but 
merely out of an 9 Hatred to the 
Jeus, and an unwarrantable Complaiſance to 
the Raman een as has mow beten ab 
ſerved: 
n like manner ERerab ani his Cotnpan ny 
| might have pleaded ; We are of the Tribe of 
Levi, as well as Aarin and his Sons, and are 
ſeparated by the divine Appointment to the Ser- 
vice of the Tabernacle; What great Matter 
therefore is it; tho', as Moſes tells us, we ſhould 


have: taken too much upon us, a little exceeded 


our Cotnmiſſion, and intrench d upon our Bre- 
threns Office, in offering Incenſe, - and efpeci-- 
ally too, as we have no Intention of abridging 
God: of his inſtituted; Worſhip and Service ? 
But: all this and men mant they might ber 
L 7 B99 9:9 IT 3 % n 
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bath from t 
Week, they worked the preceding ſeventh Day, 
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been able to offer in Vindication of N | 


by no Means. prevented their exemplary Puniſh- 


1 root: Bejides, tho Reſt and Public Worſhip 


tis true, be ſecured by obſerving another 

Day of the Week, as a Sabbath, than what was 

orſpinally appointed, yet the due Proportion of 
Time could not poſſibly be obſerved by thoſe, 

who firſt began to keep any other Day of the 

Week: If u 2 firſt Alteration of the Sab⸗- 
ſeventh to the firſt Day of the 


then they only ſet apart an eighth, not a ſeventh 
Part of their Time for a Sabbath; and if they 
obſerved both: as Sabbaths, they ſet apart more 
Time than God requir'd; and not only fo, but 
by ſeting apart the fr, or any other Day of} 
the Week, but the ſeventh, for a Sabbath, they 
ſet apart a Day, which' the Reaſon of the Com- 


mand, or Law of the Sabbath, can never ſuit; 


for God did not reſt the firſt, ſecond, third, 
fourth, fifth, or ſixth Day of the Week, but 
on the ſeventh, and therefore he bleſs'd and 
ſanctify'd the ſeventh. Day for a Sabbath, and the 
ſeventh Day only; .ſo that by feting apart any 
other Day of the Week for a Sabbath, than the 
ſeventh, not only the Order and Proportion of 
Time is — but alſo the original Reaſon, 
which, according to Revelation, occaſioned aha 
firſt Inſtitution of the Sabbath, is intirely va- 
cated, and a different Sabbath is-kept, and N 
a different Reaſon, from that which is a 
in ieee tt abs AUO 5 i t one 2 ad 
ei Arat 1 boſs z l oesl 
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F the Objections which' have been offered 
IJ. againſt the ſeventh Day Sabbath ſhould not 
be thought concluſive ; it is farther obſerv'd, 
that we have no Command in the New. Teſta- 
ment concerning the Sabbath, and that thers- 
fore we are at Liberty in that reſpect: | 
It muſt, I think, be allow'd, that we * 
no formal Command in the New Teſtament, 
to enforce the Obſer vation of a Sabbath; but 
the holy Women, who followed Chriſt, are re- 
preſented to have reſted the Sabbath, or next ſe- 
venth Nay after, our Saviour died, according to 
the Commandment ; 3 ſo that tis plain there Was a 
Command concerning the Sabbath, which the 
Chriſtians then thought to be in Force; Nay, it 
ſeems very probable, that St. Luke himſelf, at 
the Writing of his Goſpel, was of the ſame 
Opinion concerning the Obligation of the Com- 
mandment relating to the Sabhath, which ta- 
king the loweſt Computation, was not till a- 
bout 15 Years, after our Saviour's Aſcenſion; 
otherwiſe he would, moſt probably, have ex- 
pteſe d himſelf in a different manner from what 
E has done ; He would, One wonld imagin, 
have ſaid, © That they reſted the gen Day 
according to the Commandmnent gi under 
| the 
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8 ſupported by a Commandment; And if it was in 


- poſed obligatory now ? What ſuperiour Amt, 
rity has riſen fince ? 


exce xcepted from the reſt of * Law of Moſes, . 
on the Gentile Cbriſtians, Acts xv. 29, the 


gation to obſerve it, is very inconcluſive ; for 


bath was prior to the Law of Moſes, and Wande 


in e to all who are acquainted with it, as 


ſervation of it was plainly difpens'd with by the 4 
Almighty Being; who firſt bleſs d and finAtified — \| 
itt for a Sabbath, without the leaſt Neceſſity for 


« the former Diſpenſation, which, thro' Miſtake, 
© they {till ſuppos d to be in Force, or ſome- 
thing like it, and nat have left ſo unchriſtian a 
Practice, without the leaſt Cenſure, much leſs 


Force after our Saviour's Death, as plainly ap- 
s from Mat. xxiv. 20, at 227 ½; and he has 

eft no Intimation of its bein to be at an W 

afterwards abrogated, why ſhould it not 


To ſay, That if the Sabbath had been to be 


as well, as the faur nece Things injoin'd 
Apoſtles would have exprefs'd it; and conſe- 
quently, That Chriſtians are under no Obli- 


this Conclu ſion takes for granted, Fir, That 
Cbriſtians found the Sabbath on the Law of 
Meſes; for if the Law of the ſeventh Day Sab- 


on Reaſons, reſulting from the Nature of Things, 
and conſequently, obliging all Mankind, who 
ſhould once become acquainted with them, then 
the Apoſtles had no Buſineſs to meddle with the 
Sabbath among Things only. recommended as 
derived from, and: belonging to, the Law of 
Moſes ; - | but the Sabbath mu naturally temain 


long as the Reaſons on wllich it was founded 
retain their original Propriety, unleſs the Ob- 


any farther Inforcement of it: Be- 


EF 


as it has a Foun atio n. in R 
ture of Things, it might 
of Chriſtians to obſerve it, notwithſtanding its 


a" 


78 Objettion againſt our Obligation Chap, 4, 
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Beſides, The four Things! injoin · d on the Gen- 
tile Chriſtians,” Acts. xv, 29. are of a different 
Nature from the Sabbath: Bare Reaſon, a8 1 
have already ſhewn, pleads for a Sabbath, but, 
it is not agreed, that Reaſon alone plainly di- 


rects to an Obſervation of any of thoſe four Pre- 


cepts: As therefore, our Saviour had faid-no- 
thing concerning thoſe four Precepts, and yet 
the Apoſtles, in the then preſent State of Things, 
at leaſt, imagin'd the Obſervation of them ne- 


ceſſary for the Preſervation of Peace and Purity 


among the Churches, how could they do better 
than acquaint the Gentile Chriſtians, that theſe 


were all the Precepts inculcated by the Moſaic. 
Inſtitution, which had no natural Evidence at- 


tending them, the Obſervation of which was 


neceſſary, and from which, if they kept them- 


ſelves, they would do well; ſo 2 the Sab- 
bath might have originally belon ed to the Law 
of Mo e bein n 7 it, and vet, 


S 


ay, 


not being excepted among the forementioned 
Things ; becauſe the Queſtion ſeems to have 
been concerning Things belonging to the Law 
of Moſes, which had no Foundation in Reaſon, 
or the Nature of Things, but the Sabbath is not 
of ſuch a Nature: And who dare ſay, That 
there are not many Things in the Law of M- 


ſes, beſides theſe four, viz. Alſtaining from. ” 


Meats offered to Idols ; from Blood; from 5 — 


ftrangled; and from Fornication 3 which it is 


the Duty of Cbriſtians to obſerve ? But, it may 0 
be pretty difficult to finde any one Thing con- 
tained 


ave. been che Duty 84 
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tained in the Law of Moſes, which has no na- 
tara Evidence attending it, except what is in- 
cluded' in theſe four, which is in the leaſt fug- 
geſted,” as obliging Chriſtians : So that the Sa 
bath, whether conſidered as prior to the Law of 
Moſes] and obtaining from the Begining of the 
World, or, as, properly ſpeaking, a Part of the 
Law of Moſes, yet, as it has a Foundation in 
Reaſon and the Nature of Things, it ſeems i in- 
tirely out of the Queſtion in AA x. 
or will St. Paul's Advice to the Roman 
| Chriſtians concerning Days among other Things, 
Let every'Man be fully perfwagded in bis own 
Mind, Rom: xiv. 5, or, his Fears of the Ga- 
latians, who 06 vd Days and Months and 
Times and Tears, Gal. iv. 10. or, his Exhor- 
tation to the Coigſfan, Te let no Man judge 
them in Meat, Drink, or in reſpet of an holy 
Day, or of the New Mobn, or 4 the Sabbath 
Days. Col. ii. 16. in the leaſt infer an Abroga- 
tion of the Sabbath, unleſs we will ſet St. Paul 
againſt himſelf, as well as againſt our bleſſed 
Saviour :' I confeſs indeed, that if theſe Scrip- 
tures imply a Freedom from all Obligation to 
obſerve the ſeventh Day Sabbath, they equally 
free us, if ſuch a'confuſed State of Things can be 
called a Freedom, from all Obligation to obſerve 
any other Day 'of the Week whatſoever, as a 
Sabbath; but we have no, Reaſon to imagin, | 
That inſtituted Religion will ever be deſi gnedly 
left in ſuch a Chaos 4 35 45. 15 of Order him- 
ſelf : I have alrgady hat in the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, ich dm now generally aſibed i 
to St. Paul, the Author plainly argues, That 
the Hebrew 3 were in the Obſervation 


of 


* 
1 
* 
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. the . Doo Sabbath, at the Time this 
Wriwung that E which ſeems to, be about 
thirty Years — 2 * s Aſcenſion, a Vear, at 
Least after the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, and a- 
bout fix Years after the Epiſtles to the Romans 
and Galatians were written,.and conſe 
the Sabbath was not then aboliſhed; and if ndt 
then, ſcarcely before ; The abovementioned Ex- 
| prefſi ions therefore in his Epiſtles to the Raman, 
Clas ans, and Cole ant, whatever their Mean- 
ing may be, cannot poflibly bear ſuch a Senſe, 
as any ways implies an Abrogation of the Law 
of the. Sabah. Bejides, Dr. Watts tells us, 
5 That, tis the Sabbaths and. Feſtivals of the 
e only, which are there abrogat ated, as ap- 
* Pears front the Words uſed both in the Epiſtles 
to the Galatians. and Colgſians, which de- 
. cribe their ſacred Times; Feltivals, New 
Moons, Sabbatical Years, &; but the ori- 
© ginal Sabbath Day, as appointed to the Pa 
triarchs, is not expreſs d or included therein; 
for that was out of Sight here, being not the 
3 © Matter of Conteſt or Impoſitionn: 

But if the ſeventh Day Sabbath. was to be 
rapper abrogated by. the forementioned Paf- 
ſages in St. Paul's. Epi iſtles, St. Paul would not 
only contradi& biraſelf = he would alſo con- 
tradict our bleſſed Saviour, who. ſpake in his 
Life. time, as has already been obſerv dat large; 
of the Sabbath's being in Force 40 Years after 
bis Death, which could not have been true: if 
the Sabbath was $0, by By anon whale Roles? 
was, living; ven Ry: 8 q 
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On theſe Accounts, therefore, it ſeems lain 
aid evident, That St. Paul could ſay not ing 
any of his Epiſtles which fhould intimate an 
Abrogation of the Sabbath ; But ſuppoſe; that 
the Law or Commandment of the Sabbath was 
not enforced in the New Teſtament” as 1 think, 


I habe ſhe wn it is, would it thence direct fol. 


low, that it does not ' oblige Chriftians ? Why 
might” not the. Reaſons, on which it was firſt 
founded, as well command our Compliance 
ſince Chrift came; as they did the Compliance 
of all tlie ſeveral Generations before Chriff ? 


As they ever did ſuit all Mankind, fo they ever 


will: It is as true to us, that God reſted the ſe- 
venth Day and bleſs'd and fanRiify'd it for a 
Sabbath, as it was to any before us; We want 
the ſame Reſt and Refreſhment as they did 3 
and the Commemoration of the Works of Crea- 
tion is perhaps more reaſonable and neceſſary, 


at leaft, not leſs ſo, at this Diſtance of Time 


from the Creation, than in the early Ages of 


the World; ſo that there ſeems to be no Foun- 
dation in Reaſon for any formal Renewal of the 
Command of the Sabbath, under the Or Pin 
Diſpenſation : 
Befides, The Su poſition, that nothing ob-- 
liges Gen, dar what is commanded in the 
ay Teſtament, will not be cafily defended: No 
y, Think, at preſent pretends to any Com- 
win! in the New Teſtament for ſprinkling In- 


fants, or, for not m arying ing within any Degree 
ity 


of Conſanguinity, or A ; and yet the Prac- 


tice of Forinkling Infants f kno to prevail; 
becauſe its Patrons imagin they can defend it 
and Marriages 

within 
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within tend Degrees; which were * mays ac ac- - 
counted inceſtuous by the Law of Moſes, ill 
Tetain the, ſame infamous Character (tho no 
manner of Notice ſeems to have been taken of 
the Caſe in the New Teſtament) only, I ſup- 
poſe, on the Principle before- mentioned, That 
every divine Command, whether primarily given 
to the ancient Patriarchs, or the Jews, in itſelf 
equally . reaſonable for Chriſtians, as for them 
to whom it was firſt given, and unrepealed by 
Chriſt, is undoubtedly. the Duty of Chriſtians - 
So that ſuppoſing there was no Command ta- 
ken Notice of in the New Teſtament, in Virtue 
of which the primitive Chriſtians thought them- 
ſelves oblig'd to keep the Sabbath, as Luke xxiii, 
506. plainly ſhews there was, even after the Death 
of Chriſt; yet the Obſervation of it being a Duty 
equally reaſonable for us to practiſe, a, Privi- 
lege we as much want, as any on whom it was 
injoin'd, knowable by us, and unrepealed by 
Cbrit, it will neceſſarily follow on 4 fore- 
mentioned Principle, That it muſt be our cer- 
tdin Duty : 
II it be ſartker objected under this Head, That 
the Son of Man, or Man in General, is faid by 
our Saviour to be Lord of the Sabbath, and conſe- 
1 uently, that it may thence perhaps be infer d, 
hat Men may change or abrogate the Sabbath at 
their Place, I anſwer, That in Order to de- 
cide this Matter with Exactneſs, and to know 
wherein the Lord/hip of Man over the Sabbath 
really conſiſts, it will be proper to compare theſe 
Words of our Saviour with their Context : The 
three — Mathew *, Mark 2 and Lutte 7 


Chap. 12. + . 2. 1 Chap. 6. "+0 
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inform us, That as our Saviour paſſed thro' 
the Corn: fields on a Sabbath Day, his Diſciples 
plucked the Ears of Corn and began to eat it; 
upon which the Phariſees ſaid unto them, MN 
pe that which js not lawful to be done on the 
bath Day? To whom our Saviour, in Vin- 
dication of his Diſciples, thus ſtrongly replies, 
Have not ye, who would be thought the only 
Interpreters of the Law of God, /o much as 
read what David did, and they who were with 
him, when upon a Journey, how they dte the 
 Shew-bread, which the Prieſts only might eat ac- 
cording to the Law, and yet were blameleſ5, in- 
curr'd no Cenſute on that Account? Beſides, he 
farther added, as St. Mark informs us, the fol. 
lowing Argument, The Sabbath was made for 
Man, and not Man for the Sabbath, and thence 
infers, Therefore the, Son of Man ts Lord of the 
Sabbath : To this we may add the Inſtance of 
our Saviour's healing the Man, who had the 
withered: Hand, on the Sabbath Day, imme- 
diately ſubjoined to the former, by all the three 
Evangeliſts: Our bleſſed Saviour going into the 
Synagogue, as uſual, on the Sabbath Day, a 
Man who had a withered Hand happened to be 
there; and the ſuperſtitions Scribes and Phari- 
ſees watched him, to ſee whether he would heal 
him on the Sabbath Day, that they might have 
ſomething whereof to accuſe him, but he, know - 
ing their Thoughts, and reſolving to reprove, 
their Hypocriſy, in the Preſence of the People, 
bade the Man which had the withered Hand. 
ſtand up in the Midſt of the Congregation, which 
he immediately did; Then faid 7e%us to the 
Scrrbes and Phariſees, I will ask you one Thing, 
+ Ty I 2 | Wt 7 [s 1 
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| > very Cattle, by feeding, 


| Oljettions again} r Obligetie che.. 
8 it Tawful to do good on the Sabbath, or to do 
evil, to ſave Life, — deſtroy it? Or in other 
Words, Is it lawful to take the firſt Opportu- 
nity of doing a Work of hone or Hy — tho 
it be on the Sabbath Day „is it better to 
neglect the doing of it - 1 Time, and to 
. the miſerable Object in Diſtreſs, under a 
Pretence of keeping the Sabbath the more ſtrict- 
1y? When they were aſham'd to make any Re- 
Ply, our Lord proceeds, What Man of you fk 
a Sheep fallen into 4 Pit on the Sabbath Day 
wil not lay hold of it and lift it aut? But is not 
a Man = better than a Sheep? Therefore it ts 
lawful; according to your own Confeſſion, 70 
do good on the Sabbath Day, Then aid he ro. the 
Man, frretch forth thine H and, which when. he 
had done, it was reflored whole as the atber : 80 
that our Saviour's Reaſoning with the Jeus, 
concerning the Sabbath, in theſe Inſtances, ſeems 
to have been to this Effect, as if be had ſaid, 
I the Intent and Deſign of the Sabbath, ac- 
© cording to your own Confeſſion and Practice, | 
not only allows, but alſo requires your En- 
© 'Jeavours to make it a Day of Reſt, to your 
— granting them all 
neceſſary Aſſiſtance; You certainly muſt be un- 
der a much ſtronger Obligation, to exert your 
© ſelves; as Occaſion requires, to make it a Day 
of Eaſe. and Reſt to your. Fellow Creature 
Man: So that if You will but be true to your 
5 * own Priciples, You may P lainly perceive the 
great — of pour being angry 
* «th! my Diſciples, for ſatisfying their Hun- 
ger in ſo unobnoxious, inoffenſive a Manner; 
* or with me, for 1 this Man's W. 
.* 
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—_ on the Sabbath Day For the Service 
© of God, the Opportunities and Reſt of the 
Day, muſt arily be render d much more 
's „comfortable both torthem.ond hin f- A Me- 
thod of Reaſoning ſo ſtrong; and pertinent, that 
One would have thought it next ta impoſſible 
for them not to have given in to the Force and 
Evidence of it; and a ploting againſt him, would 
haye been one of the laſt, Things, One would 
have, expected, in return for 0 K kind, and ſea- 
fonakle: Inſtructions; but what will not Malice 
and Bi Gs do! So that the Sabbath's being 
made fo or, Man's being Lord of it, 
only means That | the Sabbath v. was originally 
zufliented for the Benefit „ H Man- 
kind; and not to lay them under Difficulties, 
or to be Nate ee ok their Performance of 

any neceſſary Acts o rity or Mercy, which 
may render the Sabbath more pleaſant and com- 
fortable to themſelves, or others 

Nor will the common Sabbath's not being a 
ſufficient Proportion of Time for ſome, - and 
more than neceſſary fur others, any more in- 
validate this Concluſion, That the ſeventh Day 
Sabbath is a reaſonable Allowance, and now in 
Force, than, the common Allowance of Night- 
ly Reſt's not being a ſufficient Proportion of 
Reſt for ſome, =_ more than, neceſſary for 
others, will conclude againſt the Night's b being 
the proper Time, and or ginal' deſigned for 
natural Reſt: As a Sabbath plainly appears to 


be a Dictate of Nature, or What bare Reaſon, - 


lon, 
arily 


unaſſiſted by Reyelation, will. naturally 
for, ſome Proportion of Time muſt 


ere fred on for that F That the Time 


for 


* 
* 
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for public" Worſhip, and the necefary Recruits 
of our” frail Nature, may not precariouſly de- 
end on the uncertain Will and Pleaſure of thoſe 
erſons, who are frequently too much intereſted 
in the Caſe; heartily to promote the regular 
Obſervance of i it; and who ſhould be better ac- 
quainted with the Proportion of Time, which, 
upon the whole, will beſt ſuit the common De- 
mands of human Nature, than the Author of 
the human Nature himſelf? Bejides, what 
ſtrange Confuſion might we eeafortbly expect, 
were we left at Liberty, as to divine Authority, 
to keep a Sabbath, or not! The Proportion 
of Time, we may be ſure, would not be too 
favourable for the depending Part of Mankind; 
and how miſerably ſuch a Sabbath would be 
kept, may eaſily be obſerved from the religious 
Regard uſually paid to the firſt Day now, dy | 
thoſe who obſerve it as a Sabbath, purely on. 
the Fogting of human Authority; fo that it- 
ſeems to be the Intereſt of all Mankind, tho 
the ſeventh Day Sabbath were not eſtabliſned 
by New Teſtament Authority, as I think, 1 
have ſhewn it is, heartily to pray with the eſta- 
bliſhied Church, on the Miniſter's rebearfing the 
fourth Commandment, Lord have Mercy upon 
75," with reſpect to paſt Failures, and Breaches 
of this Law of the Sabbath; and. incline o our 


7 


Hearts to keep it for the future: 

But there is a Foal Objection or two, 
which, in the Opinion of ſome intirely inva- 
lidate all that can be offered to ſupport our Ob- 
ligation to obſerve any one Day of the Week as 
ſuch (as firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, fifth, ſixth; 


The 


or feventh, I mean. ) as a Sabbath 


a 12 - . 8 * 4 4 * · S TO I bai... 
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The Sun's ſtanding Rill about a whole Day, 


in the Time of Joſbua, muſt neceſſarily have 
brought a Diſorder into the Account of Time, 


as ſome have imagined : That Day, on which 


this Event happened, was undoubtedly ſo much 
longer, than the other Days of that Week, as 


the Sun ſtood ſtill; but it was but a Day, and 


conſequently made no Diſturbance in the week- 


Lag of Time, the next ſucceeding Day 


ing the very ſame Day of the Week it would 
Pug been, had that remarkable Day been of 


the common Length; ſo that this Event made 


no manner of Alteration, in the Order, or 
Names of the Days of the Week, nor intro- 


duc'd the leaſt Difficulty in that reſpect: 


Again, Dr. Watts is 18 Opinion, as well as 
* others, That there are ſome Caſes in 
high it is impeflible, that the ſeventh Day 
th ſhould be preciſely obſerved, even tho 
— — known; As for Inſtance; 4 If a Na. 


tion kept their Sabbath on the ſeventh Day, 


by ſuppoſed divine A Dee and a Fleet 
© of their Ships ſhould be ſent round the World, 
© travelling — the Weſt; this would make 
their Days longer, and as they would find 
fewer Days in compaſſing the Globe, ſo they 
* would find their own fixth Day to be the 


© Sabbath of their Nation at their Return 


© home: Or, ſuppoſe they ſhould travel towards 

© the Eaſt, their Days woald be ſhorter and 
more in Number, and they would find their 
own eighth (or firſt Day of the Week) 
to be the Nation's public Sabbath at their 
5 Return“. This Objection, were it — any 


. * page 555 io ; 
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Weight, would equally affect any other Day of 
the Weck as a: Sat bath, as well as the fereatht; 
but all that can juſtly be infer'd' from it is this, 
That exactly the ſame Part of Time is not the 
firſt, ſecond, "third, fourth, fifth; ſixth or ſeventh 

Day of che Week in all the Parts of the World, 

| _ not that that Part of Time, which is the ſe- 
venth Day to each particular Patt of the World, 
cannot be known by thoſe who inhabit that 
Part: Nay, had the Perſons compoſing this up. 
poſed Fleet kept a ſtrict Acoount in Days, or 

other Spaces of Time of a determinate Length, 
they would not have been out in their Reckon- 
ing, but might as preciſely have obſerved the 
Sabbath of their own Nation, during their whole 
Voyage, as their Country- men did who ſtaid 
at Home; fo that this Objection has nothing 
ſolid in it: 

The aſt ObjeRtion, I ſhall mention, is, what 
brings up the rear, as it were, in two late Au- 
thors, and which they ſeem to think capable of 
bearing a — Streſs, v2, This, That 
© whether the ſeventh Day Sabbath ought to 
be kept by Chriſtians, is a Point, at leaſt, 
of doubtful Diſputation, and therefore not to 
be inſiſted on G: lt would undoubtedly be 
quite out of Character for Chriſtians,. in this, 

or any other Point in Debate, to treat one ano- 
ther in an unfriendly Manner, to aſſume ſuch 
haughty Airs of Aſſurance, as ariſe far beyond 
all their Evidence and Proof, or to indulge a 
perſecuting Spirit, in what Shape ſoever, to- 
words their Brethren, who differ from them: ; 


1 


—_ 
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but I n Proteſtants. will never A the 
leaſt Uneaſineſs, at ſeeing both Sides of a Que- 
ſtion thoroly canvaſs d, with Moderation and 
Candour ; or pretend- to imagin, That an Aſ- 
ſerting the Point in Debate to he of doubtful 
Diſputation, has any Thing of real Argument 
in it; For what one Point is there, in which 
we differ from one another, that is not .ima- 
gin'd by one Side, 'at; leaſt, to de of doubtful 
Diſpuration.; but Us, 4 knows, but. that, which 
1s now accounted doubtful by many, may, in 
Time, by an honeſt Perſuit of Truth, become 
clear to all? This is, without doubt, the juſt 
Principle, on which every honeſt Man proceeds 
in all controverted Caſes, and is a Diſpoſition 
of Mind, which, when manag' d in a prudent, 
Cbriſtian Manner, well deſerves the higheſt 
Commendations, as it is the beſt Bafis, the al- 
moſt Sine qua non, of all poſible Nifcorecics of 
the moſt uſeful Truths: 
* Befides, Were this Objection a ſufficient Su- 
perſedeas to all. farther Inquiries among Proſe- 
ftants, it would be-equally valid when urg'd by 
Papiſts; but we never find thoſe ſubtil Diſpu- 
tants, ever pretended to ſtop the-Mouths of their 
Opponents, by taking the Advantage of this 
Plea ; and conſequently, they ſeem never to 
have imagined, that it was any Argument, that 
they had Truth on their Side, in any Point in 
Debate, to have it in their Power toſay, That 
that Point was, at leaſt, of doubtful Diſputa- 
tion : And indeed, as the Objection will equally 
ſerve the Cauſe of Error, as of Truth, it de- 
ſerves no-manner of Regard in Point of Argu- 
ment: Thus I have done with the * 
2 N NY a 
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fial Part of this Subject *, and ſhall now:pro- 
ceed to conſider the Manner of the Obſerva- 


tion of the Sabbath, which may be eee 
obligatory Wen! us ee, 


"I 4 2 OI | 1 
——— 


* Ie would be dg inthe Face of the Tl page ( nor 
indeed, do I think it while, as the Bible is the only allowed 
Rule of Faith and PraRtice among Proteflan's } to enter in a 
Formal Manner upon the Argument of Antiquity, and eſpeci- 
ally as we are informed by the Learned 22555 Scaliger ( Sca- 
ligerana p. 194. A Cologne 1695. ) © That from the End 
Jof the Acts of the Apoſtles / to. tlie Time of Pim the 
© Younger (that is, till after the Peach of Jgnatius, ers 
7 Is — * certain in the 92 of the Church; a 
Bp Fell, ( Monitio ad leck ad fin. oper. Cypr. p. 3. 112 
© the firſt Ages of the Church took Fuck a iberty in Counter- 
* feiting, and were > very buſy in belleving, that the Credit 
of their Hiſtory is very much weakned thereby; and not 
6 * only the World, but the Church of God, has jaſt, Reaſon wo 
complain of her "Fabulous Times; and ſtill more eſpecially, 
2 e No- body, that I know of, has ever yet thought — 2 
to confront the Teſtimony of Socrates already al | 
gard to the Practice of almoſt all the Chr; 9 Churches i in 
12 Century ; A* the Appentin, 3 be farther ſatisfied | kk 
may t the A ere I have reprin 
Remarks on the * King's Authorities for the Reli =y 
Obſervation of the Firſt Day, the Reſcue of which out of my 
Hands would have been no Diſſervice to Mr. DobeP's Cauſe, and 
the Attempt would have been as far from being a Reflexion 
on his Integrity, as his Citing one of thoſe Authorities out of 
my Tract, wi out taking Notice of what I had Ald upon it, 
228 from bring a. pains of it. | 


%. 


Ts” ew" x... 8 2 ; — | 

Chap. 5. How the Sabbath is to be obſerved, 91 
ns þ 24 4 | e + od ? | | | I. 8 8 | 9 e s | 4 
Err ²ͤ Oui: 


| we 1 ff, a Tor £2 
Contains the Manner of the Obſervation of the 
| 5 OS SRBATIC x 


FA OD, as I have already hinted, in his In- 
JI ftitution of the Sabbath, ſeems to have 
wholly confined his Views to theſe wo grand 
Points of Man's Advantage; viz. Reſt from ſer- 
vile, worldly Labour, and a ſpending it in his 
Worſhip and Service: Accordingly the Renewal 
of this Law to the Fews in Exod. xx. is thus 
worded, Remember the Sabbath. Day to. keep it 
holy, fix Days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy 
Work, but the ſeventh Day 1s the Sabbath of the 

Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt. do no manner 

Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, t 
Man-ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, thy Cattle, 
nor the Stranger that is within thy Gates: But, 
under Reſt from worldly Labour, as the Day is 
to be ſpent in the Worſhip and Service of God, 
we are naturally led to comprehend, a Ceſſa- 
tion from all Pleaſures, —_— and Recrea- 
tions, Which are not ſuppoſed abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of Life or Health, 
_ is confirmed by the Prophet 1/azab. 

viii. 13. ä 
And lndeed, who knows not, that worldly 
Buſineſs, or ſenſual Pleaſures, and the ſpiritual 
Services of Religion, are ſo oppoſite, That it 
is altogether impoſſible, either, That the Mind 
RS - ſhould 


* * 
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ſhould give a tolerable Attention to both at the 
fame” Time, Or, be "preſently capable of duly 
engaging in the one, after having been heartily 
concerned in the other? And hence naturally 
ariſes that plain Obligation of excuſing our Ser- 
vants from every menial Office, on the Sabbath, 
as much as poſſible, that their Minds being diſ- 
engag'd from temporal Affairs and worldly In- 
cumbrances, they may the more profitably en- 
gage in the religious Duties of the Day: Be- 
des, The whole Day, the whole 24 Hours, 
from Evening to Evening *, were originally 
ſet apart to holy Uſes, and not ſome of them 
only; and conſequently no Part of the Day can 
lawfully be employ'd in, or profaned by, com- 
mon, ſecular Affairs, or the ordinary Reerea- 
tions of Life, becauſe they are Things of a quite 
different Nature : Indeed, when Lite or Health 
are immediately concerned, the Caſe,” I ima- 
gin, will be very much altered, and ſuch Ac- 
tions and Exerciſes may be lawful on the Sab- 
bath, on ſuch an Occaſion, as would be no 
ways juſtifiable in common; This, I think, can- 
not be diſputed, as a Man is much better than 
an Ox: If the Ox may be driven to the Water, 
or be helped out of a Pit, in which his Life was 
in Danger, on the Sabbath Day; a Man cer- 
tainly is not, cannot be, oblig'd to die in his 
own Houſe, on the Sabbath Day, for want of 
ſuch Exerciſe, .as his Phyſician may judge pro- 
per and neceſſary, only becauſe it is the Sabbath 
Day: But without Doubt we ſhall do welt to 


** 
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The only ſcriptural Account of the Begining of the Eve- 
ning, that J remember, is in 7%. x 26, 27. TE! 
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take Care not to make Caſes of Neceſſity; but 
as the divine Being liberally allows us fx-Days 


in ſeven, for the neceſſary Supply of our tem- 
poral Wants, Gratitude will loudly beſpeak our 


generous Compliance with the divine Com- 


mand, with regard to the ſeventh : 


But ſome perhaps will be ready to object and 
ſay, does not the Word Sabbath properly ſig- 
nify Reſt, and will it not thence follow, that 
whatever will reſt, or refreſh our Natures may 
be lawfully done on that Day ? To this it may 
be anſwer d, That it is very well known, that 


Words derived from other Languages are far 


from always following the ſtrict Signification 
of their Roots: Uſe and Cuſtom, the only 


Fixers of the Meaning of Words, frequently 


warp them ſo much in this reſpect, that it is 
no more to be known from the common Ac- 


ceptation of a Word, that it is derived from a 


Word of ſuch a Signification, than if it came 
from another of a quite different Meaning: 
Beides, The Sabbath, by the divine Appoint- 
ment, is a Day of Reſt from all, not abſolutely 
neceſſary, temporal Affairs, intirely ſet apart for 


religious and ſpiritual Employments; on it we 


ought to ceaſe from all our ſecular Buſineſs, 
and wholly to devote it to the Worſhip and Ser 
vice of God; but we may no more be idle on 
the Sabbath, than on any other Day of the 
Week; but the proper Employment of that 
Day being of a quite different Nature from the 


Manner in which we uſually ſpend the othe 


ſix, the Day it ſelf, being exempted from 
all ſervile Labour, may properly be called a 
Day of Reſt, tho' as diligently ſpent in the 

| | Ser- 
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Service of God, as the other ſix are in our n 
Concerns; Nay, our Obligation to obſerve the 
Sabbath, in a becoming Manner, to the Glory 
of God, ſeems to ariſe proportionably higher, 
as he kindly condeſcends to require only a ſe- 
venth Part of that Time he graciouſly allows 
us: But, tho' the Sabbath was originally de- 
ſigned by the divine Being, as a ſtated w 
Reſt from worldly Labour, and the common 
Divertiſements and Recreations of Life, yet it. 
was alſo as evidently ſet apart to boly Uſes ; The 
Word render. d /an#ify ſufficiently evinces this, 
tho we had no ſubſequent Practice to direct 
our Inquiry; For the Perſons, or Things ſaid 
to be ſantified in the Old Teſtament, are all; 
perhaps, without Exception, ſuch as were one. 
Way or other, directly devoted to the Service 
of God, and n to holy Uſes; but the 
Practice of the Church of God, in all Ages, 
founded on this Command, or Law of the Sab- 
bath, puts the Matter paſt all Doubt: Our next 
Inquiry therefore mu neceſſarily be what thoſe 
religious Duties are, which we may ſuppoſe 
eſpecially incumbent on us on this Day; Now- 


they are, I conceive, either of a Fre, or 
2 ic Nature. | EW A 
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NU R Private Duties on the Sabbath by 
be compris'd under. theſe two | Heads : 
3 A Praying to G OD, or Praifing of Him, 
by Onrſelves, or in our F amilies. Secondly, An 
Improving Ourſelves, or Thoſe under. our Care, 
by reading the Scriptures, or other good Books, 
as Opportunity offers, and Occaſion requires. 
I. To acknowledge our Dependence on the 
divine Being in Private, by gratefully celebra- 
ting his deſerved Praiſes, on Account of the 
Works of Creation, as well as for all the nu- 
-merons Mercies we have already receiv'd in the 
ee of his kind Providence, and by 
mbly imploring his future Fayour, according 
to png various Wants in Life, is undo 
incumbent on us, on this Day: It is indeed the 
neceſſary Duty of every Day, as Opportunity 
offers: As we are continually ſurrounded with 
' freſh Wants, and as conſtantly favoured with 
the welcom Supply of neceſſary Mercy, we 
ſeem to be naturally led to engage in it; hut 
eſpecially on the Sabbath Day, which is pecu- 
liarly ſet apart for the Services of Religion, and 
the grateful Commemoration of the Works of 
Creation, and on which we more 1 
all neceſſary Communications of 
tual Supplies, it would be highly unnatural, — 
to W our own Intereſt, and equally ungene- 


rous, 
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rous, and ungrateful, not to expreſs a due Senſe 
of the uninterrupted Goodneſs and unmerited 
Favours of our Almighty Creator, and moſt 
munificent Benefactor: Shall he kindly conſult 
ojit Inifereſt, and ſeaſonably ſupply our wearied 
Natures with a weekly Day of Reſt, and gra- 
ciouſly require no other Acknowledgment, but 
due Expreflions of a becoming * Senfe ohr 
Dependence, and of that as well as every other 
Favour, and ſhall we ungeneroufſly refuſe a rea- 
dy and cheerful Compliance with ſo eaſy, na- 
tural, and neceſſary a Duty? Shall he graciouſly 
give: all poſſible Encouragement to all thoſe 
who conſcientiouſly ſerve him in the due Ob- 
ſervance of this his ſanctified Seaſon, to enter- 
tain a reaſonable Hope of all neceſſary Favour ; 
and ſhall we notwithſtanding ' weakly | refuſe 
-humbly to addreſs him on that Account? How 
ſtrangely unreaſonable would ſuch a Conduct 
bel And as many of our Wants, as Lad 
our Mercies, are proper and peculiar to 
ſelves, Wwe have; a natural Call to theſe Duties 
of [Prayer and: Praiſe by ourſelves ; As for In- 
ſtance, one. Occurrence-or other may have ac- 
*cidentally diſcompos d my Spirits, and ruffled 
my Temper, too much impreſs d my Mind, and 
engag d my Attention, in the Week paſt; to 
: ſuffer: me to act my Part with Freedom, and 
in a becoming. Manner, on the Sabbath Dax:: 3 
this may not be the Caſe "of ahother; This 
therefore naturally calls me to the Tone df 
Grace, by myſelf, as it is ny patticular Caſe, 
at leaſt, as far as I'know : : 

2 As we are oblig 44 in dender Man- 
r to ſpend this Day in the Public 2 
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of- Almighty: God, as will he hereafter ſhewn, 


. Hot only to implore the kind Continuance of 


future Favour, and to celebrate his Praiſes for 
paſt Mercies, but alſo to hear his Word ex- 
phain'd, and our Duty inculeated; it. would be 
our Moſt. certain Duty, tho' it had never been 
injoin'd;, to uſe our "Intereſt at the Throne of 
Grace, in Behalf of the Perſon to be thus con- 
cern'd ; That God would ſufficiently open the 
Eyes of his Underſtanding, that in Order to his 
teaching Others, he himſelf may ſee clearly the 
great Truths of the Goſpel, and honourably 
acquit himſelf, as a Workman that needs not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 


Truth; being capable by Dint of Argument 


from ' undeniable Principles to convince Gain- 
dayers ; This, as we expect a Bleſſing by their 
Miniſtrations, and eſpecially as it is a Buty 

much urged by che Apoſtle Paul in ſeveral of 


his Epiſtles, is as little as we can do for the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
Mereaver, All, hut eſpecially Maſters of Fa- 


milles, ought ta be heartily concern'd, and very 


importunate with the divine Being, that ſome 


ſpinitval Cubit may/be added, each of theſe 
ſanctiſied Seaſons, to every One in the Family; 


Theſe Days are · iw a great meaſure peculiarly 
ſet apart for this very End and Purpoſe; and 


bew unpardonable would be our Negligence, 
how [aggravated ont Condemnation; if either 
we, or any under our Care, ſhould unhappily 
miſs of the intended Mercy, thro' any Default 
of ours; Theſe and the like are very proper 


-Occaſions for private Prayer on the Sabbath, 
before we epgage in the more public and ſo- 
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lemn Duties of the Day; and after we wt 
reaped the Advantage of them, many more will 
naturally occurr; As fot Inſtance, That the 
Word we have heard with our outward Ears 
may be inwardly grafted in our Hearts, and bring 
forth proper Fruits, in the future Part of ur 
Lives, to the Glory of God, the Good of our 
Fellow - Creatures, and our own preſent and fu- 


o 


ture everlaſting Intereſt : 


And as we have renewed Occaſions of praiſ- 
ing the Almighty Being, ſo long as we are in 
this World, for his uninterrupted Goodneſs to 
us, ſo, on the Sabbath Day, we are conſtantly 
favoured with additional Ones: In the Morning 
we have to remember, That another Day of 
facred Reſt is kindly put into our Hands, not 
only to refreſh our wearied Bodies, but alſo to 
revive our OY Souls; another fanctified 
Seaſon, in which God kindly vouchſafes a ge- 
neral Proclamation of Pardon and Peace by 
Jeſus Chrift to every penitent pious Soul: In 
the Evening we have had the Advantage of the 
Opportunities of the Day, and muſt have been 
extremely careleſs and inattentive, in caſe we 
bave profited nothing: We have been. kindly 
reminded of our Duty, warmly preſs d to the 
Practice of it, earneſtly courted to be happy, 
and in all Probability have had honeſtly repre- 
ſented to us the diſmal bo of Sin unte- 
pented of, the inconceivable Terror of the fu- 
ture Puniſhment of the Wicked; 
Theſe, added to the common Bleſſings of tem- 
poral Comforts, ſhould, One would think; be 
more than ſufficient to mollify the ſtony Heart 
of the moſt obdurate Siner into a becoming 
= 243 Gra- 
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offending, and the Siner the offended Party ! 
If ſuch unparallel d Condeſcention and unme- 
rited Goodneſs demand not all poſſible Returns 
of ſintereſt Gratitude and Praiſe, nothing ſure 
ean poſſibly challenge the leaſt Acknowledg- 
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© What has been ſaid. of the Duties of private 
Prayer and Praiſe on this Day, may 'hkewiſe 
be apply'd to Family Duties of the ſame Kind, 

and = Obligation of the latter may perhaps be 
ſo much the ſtronger, as more Wants, and a 
much greater Supply of continually flowing 
Mercy, will neceſſarily attend manꝝ than one: 
And beſides, it will unavoidably happen, that 
amongſt many, there, will ſcarcely ever be 
wanting ſome. who have little or no Senſe of 
their Duty, either in relation to their Wants, 
or their Mercies; Or, at leaſt, who. thro" meer 
Indolence, Inattention, or an itreligious Con- 
tempt of Things ſacred, would unhappily ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be intirely carried away with 
a conſtant Neglect of all Duty, at all Events, 
were they not at firſt charitably reminded of it, 
and perhaps ſomewhat conſtrained to it; till, 
being gradually inur d to the, Practice of their 
Duty, they become in Love with it, reap the 
R o 


cap. 
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Advantage of it, and will have everlaſting Rea- 
fon to bfeſs God on their Account, w ho K. 
took the laudable Pains to accuſtom chem -t 167 
As for Maſters of Families, It will, I hope, 
ſufficiently engage their Cotnpliance Wan the 
forementioned Duties, to remind them, that 
tho' there were no preſent Danger of God's 
Fury (being poured out upon thoſe Fumilies, 
who call 1566 on his Name; of his refuſing to 
ſend his Blefling where it is not asked b, of 
his ſending his Curſe and making it reſt upon 
them, inſtead of his Blefling ; Nay, were they 
fare, that fach Neglect would 2, no Means 
affe& their own futate State, yet, the very 
Apprehenſion of that everlaſting Rogier whi 
would neceſfarily accompany a Senſe of their 
having been the unhappy Occaſion of any One $ 
periſhing, "who was . 4 their Care, ſhould, 
One would think, be a ſufficient Indueement 
to: engage their utmoſt Attention and Care; in 
this and every other neceſſary Reſpect, to pre- 
vent, as much as in them lies, the needleſs, as 
wel as un welcom Addition of ſo much Miſe- 
: But, 
Secondly, It is 40 our Duty on this Day'ts | 
improve 'oarſelves and thoſe under our Care, by 
reading, or cauſing to be read, the Scriptures, 
and other good Books, as Opportunity offers, 
and Occaſion requires: As a Meetneſs for 'the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light is previouſly 
neceflary to their Admiſſion into that hippy 
State, both for Parents and Children, Maſters 
and Servants; and the plaineſt and ſureſt Di- 
rections for the obtaining this Mectneſi are al- 
towedly contained in the ſacred Writings, l. 
mu 
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. Conſtiuehoe; become our 9 2 
well as our Intdreft; at all Times, When not 
diverted by che: neceſſary Avochtions of our 
worldly Empldy ments, to form eurſel tes out 
_ of thoſe ſacred Oracles, bf the divine Will con- 
cerning us; at leaſt, till we ate familiarly ac- 
quairited with every Part of gur Duty therein 
revealed: but more eſpecially on the Sabbach 
Days, which ſeem to have been originally di- 
realy ſet apart to holy Tes: 

They, who, thro' the peeſſing, unavoidnble 
Hurry of neceſſary Buſineſs on other Days - of 
the Week, are apt to plead an utter Impoſſi- 
bility of retrieving any Time, in common, for 

reading the Scriptures, which is too much the 
real Caſe of moſt Servants, by Means of the 
Sabbath, have no Manner of Refuge left for 

their inexcuſable Ignorance, the Shame and 
Diſgrace of a Ghriftien Nation; becauſe the ne- 

ceſſary Intervals, between the Seaſons of — I 

lic Worſhip, weekly furniſn them with pr | 
Opportunities, if they are not neglected; 2 
as it has been before hinted to be the Duty and 
Intereſt ot Heads of Families induſtriouſly to 
promote the deſirable Growth of ſpiritual and 

ſaving Knowledge, among all thoſe under their 
Care, this Day will ſcarcely fail of favourin 
them, from Time to Time, with ſeaſonable 

Opportunities of this Kind: But, if any Heads 

of Families ſhould be willing to imagine them- 
{elves intirely unconcern'd with reſpect to the 
Souls of their Servants, I would beg Leave to 
add to what has already been obſerved on this 
Head; That, a&Servants are providentially re- 
mov'd frown under the immediate Inſpection of 


their 
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their Parents, and put under the Care of O- 
chers ; it. is. not to be ſuppos d, that any pious 
Parents would willingly place their Children, 
M ſuch Families, Where they had Reaſon to 
hend, they would be in Danger of loſing 
| 42 Senſe of Relig ion and Virtue, which they 
eee with — Pains perhaps, 
. inſtill'd into them; and conſe- 
quently, if Heads of Families will do by the 
Children of Others, as they would be willing 
their own ſhould be 2 0 i the like Caſe, 
there will be no evading the Charge: Ac 
cordingly, the Lord, we may remember, tefti- - 
fies of faithful Abrabum Gen. viii. 19. I know 
him, that' be will command his Children and his 
Houſhold after him; and they ſhall keep the Way 
of the Lord, &c ; And 2 Foſhua's Reſolu- 
tion was this, That As for him and his Houſe, 
they would'ferve the Lord, Joſh. xxiv. 15. The 
Royal Palit alſo 2 rticularly careful 
and cautious in this Reſpect, Pjal. ci. % 8% 
_ and. 7 Verſes, He tbat walkerh i in à perfect Way 
2 erde ne, He that worketh Deceit, ſhall 
ell within my Houſe, he that rellith Lier 
Fall not" tarry in 2 Sight, &c, So much for 
the E of che e, ene 
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TT H E Public Dy, 0 on Cbri. ; 
1. #1275 on the Sabbath Day, ſeems, in 
neral, to be this, All Chriftion: ought on 4 
2 * Day, if they conveniently can, to aſſemble 
« thernſelyes i in proper Places, with pioully dif- 

oſed Minds, to worſhip God in a. public 

Hanner, conformably to the Dictates of their 
* © Conſcience honeſtly inform'd by Reaſon and 
Revelation. 

Firſt, All Chriſtians ought, I fay, on this 
Day, if they conveniently can, to aſſemble 
themſelves together in proper Places, to wor- 
ſhip G OD in a public Manner: The my of of 
worſhiping GOD in a public Manner, I 
already obſetv'd, Reaſon as well as Revelation 
plainly dictates to us; For as we are Members 
of Societies, and every Mercy kindly confer'd 
on the whole, or on any particular Member or 
Members of thoſe Societies, really affects the 
whole, leſs or more; not only a particular, but 
a general Acknowledgement alſo ſeems to be- 
come a neceſſary Tribute on that Account: To 
give an Inſtance ; As a ſuperiour and uncom- 
mon Share of Wiſdom, i is, no Doubt, deſignedly 
confer d for the Improvement and W 
of all within its Sphere; as extenſive, undoubt- 


<dly, ned to be the Senſe of ſuch a —_—_ 
'The 


The ſame Reaſoning will hold good wick re- 


fpect to Evils to be — rw | 
ard to preſent ,Wan! and ſſes; Every 
= odividull of the Se 1 witin4 the Reach of 


thoſe.unhappy Cates, . & undoyedly caneerned 
eſs or more ; and” conſequent] , meer Reaſon 
will moſt certailldy teach us, as we believe there 
is a ſupreme Being, who alone is the kind Au- 
or of ev ood and perfect Gift, whether 
5 Wo 0 0 F and who can as eaſily rembve 
every, preſent and impending Evil, ind * 
blet ad praiſe, his holy Name on Account of 
aer, ang humbly. to implore his tavous- 
hh Interpo ſition with regard to the latter, in 
4 IO Caſes: Unaſlifted Reaſon i who 
1 ily: have been at a Loſs, as to the pr 
Propo rtion of Time neceflary to be allove' 'd he 
this PRE > and. the public Worſhip of God, 
whera it depends on human Contbitutzany, 
ad. of "hong founded on divine Autho- 
Fd Will, it is. to be feared, if we may jud 
from ihe Treatment it at erer Hoey! 175 
Dea Schi 4 eie Ka 2 
ſtronge f ave ve e 
it rue Seer of Mank Wind 1 ma 
e Heatbens, "th true, bad, EO ſpeaks | 
| ing, their Temples, and weekly Returns of abo- 
minable Services to their imaginary Deities; 
bot tis generally agreed, that Ly 'borrawed 
many of their Hints of this Kind, either from 
the Egyptian, or Jeuiſb Nations; but now 
that Revelatio bas fixed this Worſhip, and the 
Time, in which? it ought to be performed Rea- 
ſon intirely gives in to it, the wgekly Appoint- 
ment, upon Examination, appearing juft 


ys equi- 
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equitable: And indeed, if Reaſon itſelf plainly 
points out the Fitneſs and Neceſſity of ſeting 
apart ſome Time for public Worſhip, and 
the Reſt and Refreſhment of our frail Na- 
tures, it is no manner of Wonder, that it ſhould 
alſo allow the Author of our Natures to be the 
moſt competent. Judge of an Appointment of 
this Kind: Now the Time which God has ap- 
pointed for this - Purpoſe, is, as I have already 
attem . to prove, the Sabbath Day, or the 
Day of every Week, which ought to 
oth an ak employ d in holy Convocations ; 
This, we find, was the Practice of the People 
of God under. the Old, as well as-under — 
New. Teſtament Diſpenſation; and thoſe Per- 
ſons are very much exclaimed againſt, who, at 
Time, went about to interrupt it, as ap- 
pears from Neben. xiui. at large, and from ſeve- 
ral other Paſſages in the Prophets, as likewiſe 
from Heb, x. 25, where the Hebrew Chriſtians 
are earneſtly exhorted, Not to for ſałe the Af- 
ſembling themſelves together, as the manner of 
Jome was, but mutually. to exhort one another; j 
which, no Doubt, refers to their meeting to. 
gether on the Sabbath Day, which was origi. I 
nally more particularly, ſet apart for voy Pur- 


| Again; This Aſſembling 3 

for ' public Worſhip on the Sabbath Day ought 
to be--perform'd with p:oufly diſpoſed Minds; 
For this Purpoſe, we may reaſonably. ſuppoſe; 
was the Preparation Day under the Law men- 
tioned Mark xv. 42: T The All- perfect Being is 
not inſenſible of ne natural Attachment to pre- 
n ſenſiblo Objects, 12 of the great Difficulty 


gene- 
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A walls attending every laudable Attempt to 
iſengage our Minds — the Perſuit of them; ; 
He very well knows, this is not, - ordinarily. 
ſpeaking, to be done in an Inſtant, but, like 
all other Habits, muſt be the Work of Time, 
leſs or more: Our Ruſhing into the divine Pres. 
ſence, as the inconſiderate Horſe into the Battle, 
is not the Way to profit; No, we mult ſeque- 
| ter ourſelves, as much as poſſible, from the 
World, and wiſely familiarize ſpiritual Subjects, 
and celeſtial Objects to our Minds, if we would 
have our Intercourſe with Heaven happily turn 
to any conſiderable Advantage ; This, World, 
and that which is to come, are too large a 
Field for our narrow Capacities to be employed 
in, at the ſame Time; And beſides the — 
neſs we expreſs to ſen lible, rather than to in- 
tellectual Objects, the Things of Time have / 
to one the Advantage of thraſting themſelves in 
upon us, as the conſtant Subjects of our Medi- 
tation, and conſequently the Sabbath has need 
of all poſſible Helps to fix our roving. Minds in 
a worſhiping Frame, which, after a Week's in- 
dulging ourſelves in worldly Cares, or ſenſual 
Pleaſures, is not to be ſuppoſed. a very eaſy 
Thing to be accompliſhed, . altho' without it, 
in ſome good Meaſure, all our ſpecious Pre- 
tences of ſerving God, in public, or in private, 
will be of little or no ns to us: We 
ought indeed always to preſerve our Freeddm, 
wiſely. to take Care to keep ourſelves tolerably 
well poiz d, and the Balance ſhould ever incline 
to the heavenly, 'Side ; But alas ! we have too 
much Reaſon. to fear, it is very much othetwiſe 
with the Bulk of Mankind; The World is po- 
; pPaüulous, 
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pulous, and conſequently, the Support of Fa- 
milies is very difficult and precarious: Men are, 
generally ſpeaking, either profuſe and prodis 
gal, or worldy minded and covetous; ſo that 
what thro” a criminal Careleſneſs on the one 

Hand, and a brutiſh Senſuality on the other, 
the divine Being, it is to be fear'd, is very 
much rob'd, not only of the reaſonably ex- 
pected Intervals, which naturally and neceſſa- 
tily occurr in the fix Working Day but alſo 
of his own ſanctified Time: 

The World, it is too apparent, has the At. 
cendaut in the Minds of moſt Men, if our Sa- 
viour's Rule of Judgment in the Caſe be true; 
That out of the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth 
ſpeaketh ; And indeed we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that it will be no eaſy Matter to ſubject 
that in an Hour or two, which has allowedly 
rul'd the whole preceding Week: They, who 
are moſt conſcientious and careful in their Walk, 
will find the ſeting apart a little Time, before 
they engage in the public Service of Almi ghty 
God, in Order to compoſe their buſy Minds, 
and to call in their wandring Thoughts, of ſg- 
nal Service towards diſengaging their Medita- 
tions from worldly Objects: How much more 
then muſt they require ſuch a previous Pre 
ration, in Order to draw near to God, Wich 
any tolerable Peace of Mind; ſolid Comfort, or 
reaſonable Hopes of Acceptance, who, for ix 
Days together, have ſcarcely perhaps had ſo 

much as one fingle Thought about him; but, 
on the contrary, have been unhappily immers d 
in the perplexing Cares, or deceitful Pleaſures 
of this vain," perithing, rranfitory: World; as if 


P 2 there 
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dere was no Providence to protect, or ſuperi- 
our Power to puniſh; ſuch; without a Miracle, 
can never expect their Minds to be preſently 
turn d from Earth to Heaven, from taking a 
Delight in carnal, ſenſaal Pleaſures, to a due 
| Relich of ſpiritual and intellectual Joys; at leaſt, 
if they fondly entertain any ſuch vain Expecta- 
tions, they ſadly bewray their own Ignorance 
of tho human Nature, as well as of the Nature 
of all Habits : But ſtill farther, 
Chriſtians ought, not only to aſſemble * 
ſelves to the public Worſhip of Almighty God, 
with piouſly diſpoſed Minds every Sabbath Day, 
as much as poſſible, but they ſhould perform 
this Worſhip of theirs, according to the Dictates 
of: #heir en Minds, as informed by Reaſon and 


_ Rewelation: All Die not done in Faith will 


undoubtedly be rejected of the Deity Heb; xi. 6. 
ho right, reaſonable, and acceptable ſoever ſuch 
Service might otherwiſe have been: We may 
truly ſay, that all our Actions are only juſiy de- 
nominated virtuous or vicious from the Diſpo- 
ſition or Intention of the Agent: A good In- 
tention, tis true, will not always juſtify the 

ſubſequent Action, tho', wherever all due Pre- 
caution has been taken, it certainly will ; but 
an evil Intention always marrs even the other- 
wiſe very beſt of Actions; and conſequently, 

that Worſhiper alone, who, in the Integri- 
ty and Uprightneſs of his Heart, after the 
beſt Informalon he is capable of attaining, ſin 
oerely deſires to ſerve God (or rather him- 
ſelf * in the faithful Performance of all known 
Duty, in the manner preſtribed by the divine 
Being, will be the Kr one; for, _ 
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| he may be miſtaken with regard to ſome Du- 
ties, or, at leaſt, with reſpect to ſome Circum- 
Rances of them, yet, as he has honeſtly uſed the 
beſt Means of Information within his Power, 
he cannot poſhbly - Fail of being accepted of the 
who, we are aſſured, accepts, where 
here is a willing Mind, according to that a Man 
has, and not according to that he bas not, 2 Cor. 
vi. 12; Whilſt, on the contrary, were it poſ- 
ſible to perform all thoſe Duties which. God re- 
quires, without Faith, ſuch Service would only 
aggravate the Perſon's: Condemnation, 
tionably to the Mixture of Careleſneſs, Levity 
or Malice, with which he perform' dit; For if 
whatſbever is not of- Faith herdin, much more 
muſt whatſoever is to Faith be Sin: 


God 4s 4 Spirit, and muſt, if he is ably 
worſhiped, be worſhiped in Spirit and in Truth, 


John. ag; The Heart muſt go along with 
the Body, yy vain and unprofitable will be all 
out-Pretences of worſhiping the Deity ; They 
will neither be pleaſing to God, or of any Ad- 
vantage to ourſelxes: We may faſt, not only 
all Lent, but all the Days of our Lives; offer 
thouſands of Rams, and ten thouſands of Rivers 
of Oil; give our firſt born for our Tranſgreſ- 
- fions, the Fruit of our Bedie- Be- the Sm of 
our. Souls 3 fight deſperately for Ceremonies, 
and furiouſly cry out The Temple of the Lord; 

the Temple f the Lord; or, The Church, the 
the Church ; pray ten thouſand Times a Day 
with Book, or without; go to Church, or Meet- 
ting every Hour of the Day; conſume aut very 
Bones in — Devotion, and all to no Pur- 


* r ſuch a 


Prac- 


jm . , ; * 9 
; WWW 
" 4 * hes * 1 nns , * 


* RR 
+3. 4, > . A; « > l ö 
U = N +. 46 oY 4 4 4 4 P 
* i . r N e 2 F * , A . 
* 5 n 3 
* £:% 9 9 r by i ' * 
- * * 3 N "oe L 
N * Sagte a * 
t F * x? 3 
bo 5 en 


"ah Public Daun * Chap. 


Practice Nocte be thy do it to ferve a Turn, and 
the Heart have no Share in the Worſhip; For, 
Religion being ſeated in the Heart, all Confor- 
mity in religious Services which proceeds hot 
from the Heart, muſt be meer Mockery and 
deſtruttive Diſſimulation, a playing with God; 
rather than a pleaſing of him: Nor will it at 
all help the Matter, I imagin, to ſay, That the 
Worſhip; in which we engage, is in all its Cir< 
eumſtances, reaſonable in it elf, and allow'd to 
be ſo, by Perſons of much ſupetiour Capacities 
to ourſelves; for that only, we have Reaſon to 
© ſuppoſe, will, at laſt, be accounted a reaſona- 
{ma Action in us, which we ourſelves upon Exa- 
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mination- perceive to be ſo; ſo that unleſs thoſe 
upon whom we are to pin our Faith, could at 
laſt anſwer for us, it will ever remain an un- 
ſurmountable Paradox, That any ſhould ab- 
furdly plead for an implicit Faith, and ſtrange- 
ly imagin themſelves under the ftricteſt Obli- 
gation, blindly to fabmit to the unaccountable 
Deciſions of their fallible Fellow - Creatures, 
ä in Matters of ors +. 6 im- 
rtance: 
But here ſome perhaps with be ready to ima- 
— they have Room to ask, Is there not more 
Hope of the Salvation and Happineſs of a Few, 
Mabometan, or Pagan, who embraces Chr:ftia- 
nity, tho on the Score of Intereſt," or becauſe 
it is the Religion of the Country, than whilſt 
he remain'd in profeſs'd Infidelity ? To ſuch I 
would anſwer, If the Perſon objected be. ſup- 
poſed a real Convert to Chriſtianity, the Ob- 


L | jection is impertinent, becauſe I have only been 
1 W of Perſons profeſſing to * God, | 
E in 
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in ſuch or ſuch a Manner, the# the y do not bes 
lieve in a God at all; or elſe, Be 
lieve in a God, yet by no Means imagin chat 
to be the right Way of worſhiping him, which 
they practice; whereas, the Pegſoh objected, 
how criminal ſoever his firſt Steps miglit poſ- 
ſibly be, is now ſuppoſed to be in Reality, 
what he pretends to be: But if he be ſuppoſed 
to continue ſuch in his Heart, as he was at his 
pretended taking Cbriſtianity upon him, his 
preſent State, in my Opinion, is much worſe, 
than his former, inſtead of being better; be- 
_— his prevaricating Diſtimulation with God 
and Man muſt neceſſarily aggravate: his juſt 
Condemnation ; which, as he unhappily rejects 
that Way of Salvation, which is ſuppoſed ſuf. 
ficiently atteſted. to recommend itſelf to ev 
pious, and unprejudic'd Mind, will be terrible 
enough, without. the Addition of any farther 
| Aggravation : & i 9 Eat: 
The particular Duties of. the public Service 
of this Day are ſuch as follow, Prayer to God. 
and Praiſing of him; Hearing his W Word read 
and explain d, and our Duty inculcated on us; 
and a ſincere Conformity to the poſitive Inſti- 
tutions of Chriſtianity, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper, as Occaſion requires, and Opportunity 
offers: That Prayer to Gad, in Order to im- 
gore bis Pardon for paſt Sins, and all neceſſary 
Mercy for the future, was to make a Part of 
the boblie Service of this Day, is eaſily deduci- 
ble from that famous — of King Solomen 
at the Dedication of the Temple 1 Kings viii. 
from ver. 22 to 54. And, that Bling or Praiſ- 
ing God: for Mercies receiv d was alſo to make 
12 5 4 


POR Pulli Dutics Chap.-5. 


* HAI the public” Service of the Sabbath 
| as/likewife the Reading: of the Word of del 
— the Hearing it read and explain d, may be 
collected from Nebemiab viii. at large : Nay, - 
our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles are 4 preg 
nant Proof that this latter, ut leaſt, Was Mie 
conſtant Practice of the Jeuiſo Church, Lake 
iv, 16 to 23. Alls xii. 42 ---- 44 &. And 
indeed if theſe Duties were the ordinary Exer- 
ciſe of almoſt, if not altogether, every Seaſon, 
they met together n the Houſe of God, much 
more muſt they neceſſarily be ſo on every Sab- 
bath Day; And the prevailing Practice of them 
by the eus on the Sabbath, is a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption that they imagin d them of divine Ap- 
pointment: And tho“ we have neither Preeept, 
nor Precedent for celebrating the Ordinanees of 
Buptiſm and the Lord's Supper on this Day, 
anymore than on any other Day of the Woeeie, 
that I remember, yet as they are both the al- 
lowed Duties of every Cbriſtian, and naturally 
| ſome — at the Celebration of 
the Sabbath is a Day directly ſet 
for holy Convocations, thiy — 
— coincide with the Duties of it, 1 
; offers and Occafion requires : '': | i) 
And now to draw to a Cloſe, If what has beth a 
offer in this Tract, be, in the main, true ; If 
the ſeventh Du of che Week'be the only Sab- 
bath in the leaſt countenanced by the Chriflide 
Inſtitution, every” honeſt, conſiſtent Pruteſtant 
will eaſily ſee the Conſequence, the Reaſonable- 
_nefs;” I mean; of reducing his Practiee to the 
Standard: But lome, 1 make no Doubt; will 


be ready — EIA 
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.wry, and the Loſs of the Time, were they to keep 

it (and the firſt Day too, on which the Law 
of ihe Land obliges them not.to work ) would 
" utterly — them from maintaining their 
Families, and God requires Mercy and — Sa- 
crifice, and — will, they hope, connive 
at ſo ſmall a Matter: Were Cuſtom to be ad- 
mitted as a good Plea, all Kinds of Irregularity 
would, in a manner, become innocent: It is 
cuſtomary, we know, to.initiate ( en into 
the Church of Cbriſt, and by 8 tho 
it does not appear, that our bleſſed Savidur ever 
deſigned any but thoſe who were capable of 
Believing and Obeying his Doctrine ſhould be 
admitted Members of his myſtical Body. the 
Church, and that by Immerfion: ; 
44 then, when I am. convinc'd of the. ä 
of Dogan, it a, by no Means, ſafe to content 
myſelf with having been unwarrantably /þrink- 
led, at an Age, when I was not capable of be- 
lieving the Doctrine of Chriſt, or of ſeeing the 
Reaſonableneſs of deſiring to be baptized into 
the Chriſtian Religion, for this Reaſon, becauſe 
- Chriſt commanded to Baptiae, or Dip, and 
only thoſe, who were capable of believing, and 
being taught the — of his Doctrine; 
why ſhould it be leſs dangerous to work on that 
Day, which God originally ſet apart for holy 
Uſes, and to keep hol — which he ne- 
ver ſanctified, but originally appointed for com- 
mon Labour? Are our Obligations to Chriſt ſo 
much ſuperiour to our Obligations to God his 
3 — that, to the Diſhonour of the Father, 
we may reaſonably neglect the Jeventh Day Sab. 
ore . bath 


Sect. 2. 


in Or r the 0, Day Sede, f Ho- 
Adar to the Son, without an y Command at all? 
Surely no C Nan will dee to any Tach 
- Thing 55 7 2 . Nonne 
Ake > Influence which the Obſervation 
f th Sen may be to have on the 
; - Hecellary Bu pott of à numerous Family 3 this, 
it muſt Be allo d, may bela conifideta 'Ob- 
ſtacks,” a very great Tepanen, in the e Way 
of an honeſt, induſtrious, religious Man, as the 
divine Being has 0 = declar d, That He 
will have Mercy, 4 t Sacrifice; "but yet, it 
muſt, I think, be allo 3 granted, chat in Caſes of 
this Nature, we we are quite in the dark; know 
not what will, or what will not be prejudicial 
to us, God having many, to us unthought of, 
Ways, by which to ſupply the eraving Wants 
of his neceffitous Children: If indeed we want 
to be idle, when Buſineſs calls us, and > uy 
would: willingly imagin the divine Bein 
der Obligation to eaſe us of all manner of Care 
. and Concern, we thall certainly be deceiv'd ; 
becauſe, as he has form'd us capable of procu- 
ring a competent Livelihood, in tl of 
Induſtry and Care, and has ſo wi Nr ther 
it, that our required Labour uſually tends to 
the Health of our Bodies, and the Well-beipg 
öf the whole Man; we have no Reaſon to ex- 
pect, that he will run counter to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws and Order of Nature, or be continually 
working Miracles in Favour of ſuch unreaſon- 
able Expectations; any more than that he ſhould 
finally receive us to future Bliſs, notwithſtand- 
ing we weakly r to uſe our Endeavoure 
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to de bel! tho r well en „ 
has made our ineſs the indiſpenſable 


Condition of — _ appineſs, and that no #700 


can walt, much lefs dwell comfor ably. together, 
unleſs. they be agreed ;, but, if we are conſcien- 
tious, induſtrious and careful, we have no Rea-. 


ſon to apprehend, that he will ever ſuffer us to 
want the Axe Neceſfla aries. of Life, but may ra- . 
ther reaſonably. expect, that he U abundantly 
compenſate whatever Loſs we may poſſibly ſu- 


ſtain, on Account of our not conforming in 
thoſe, Caſes, which, ypan the beſt Information 
we are capable of attaining, appear contrary to 
his Will, if not in this Life, yet, however in 
that which is to come: And, tho' it muſt be 
allow;dy that they, who, we have Reaſon to 
believe, are really. the Favourites of Heaven, 
are not always the beſt ſupply d with the good 


Things of this Life, yet, if ”=_ are fayoured 
with a Competency, and are wiſely conterited 


with. their Condition, which, we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe, is commonly theic Caſe, they are 
then as happy at preſent, nay, and much more 
fo, than Others, who have ten Times more than 


they poſſeſs, and yet, want ten Times more; 


for a Mar's Life, or the Happineſs of it, con- 
s not, as our Saviour has well obſerv'd, in the 
Abundance. of the Things which be poſſe ſeth ; but 
_Godlineſs,. as St. Pau affure us, with Content- 


ment is great 8 | 
Walt therefore Some make a Mock at all 


Sabbaths, in general, and Others at the ſeventh 


1 Day Sabbath in particular ; * if this ap cars 
N 5 founded on the ſacred Oracles of the 
Old and New Teſtament, and no other Day | 
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116 The Publlt Duticsof the Susa, Ch. 5. 
of the Week has the leaſt reaſonable Pretence 
of the like Kind, having neither Precept, Pre- 
 cedent, or Promiſe to encourage the Practice, 
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or Threatning to thoſe hO neglect the Obſer- 

vation of it; let it be our conſtant Care, as 
eon/iſtent Proteſtants, to manifeſt our Faith, in 
this, as well as any other Caſe; by our Works, 


our Belief by our Practice: As God has pro- 


miſed, he is faithful and able to perform; 


if we do but heartily ſeek the Kingdom of 


God and his Righteouſneſs, all other neceſſary 
Things will be added to us; fer, if the Beaſts 
of the Field, and the Fowls of the Air are 
plentifully provided for, much more ſhall they 
who fear the Lord want for no good Thing; 
if we do but wiſely continue in the Way of 
our Duty, induſtriouſly acting our ſeveral Parts, 
to the beſt of our Power and Knowledge, hu- 
man Frailties allowed for; God, we may ſafe- 
ly depend” on it, will never fail on his Part, 

but will moſt certainly provide for us in a Way 


of Mercy. 
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H O' I lay no Streſs on the Teſtimony 
of the Fathers, except in Things where- 
in they pretty unanimouſly agree, becauſe ſe- 
veral confeſſed Innovations crept into the Church 
very early, Antichriſt having begun to work 


even in St. Paul's Time *; yet in Compliance 


— — — 


2 Thef ii. 7. 


with 


with the egen of of e or two, 1 have 
ſnbjoin'd my Remarks on ſome Authorities pro—- 
duc'd by Mr. Fleming from the late Lord King, | 
in Favour of the fir Day Sabbat: 
The firſt, in point of Tine, is that-of Ber : 
nabas *, © We keep the eighth Day with Glal .. 
neſi, on ubich Jeſus wh. from tbe dead,” and 
a few Lines before, the ſame Barnabas ſays Þ+, 
* If any Man can now 4 boly the Day Ces 
© God bas ſanitified, unleſs be be 3 pure ii 
© Heart, we are miſtaken,” which two Paſſa- . 
ges compar'd' ſeem to intimate, that he loobed 
on the firſt Day purely as a Feſtival devoted to 
Mirtb, but on the ſeventh, as a Sabbath nated : 
to Afts of Religion, 
The next, is the Teſtimony of In +, 
© Let'us-no longer ſabbatize, but keep the Lord's 
Day, on which our Life aroſe ; or, as it is 
more fully expreſſed in his interpolated Epiſtle . 
Inſtead of 1 let every Chriſtian'keep - 
© the Lord's Day, the Day on which Chriſt aroſe _ 
© again, the Queen of Days, on which our Life 
* aroſe, and Death was conquer d by Chriſt,” Butt. 
the Senſe of the Paſſage out of the genuin Epi- $ 
ſtle, is evidently not fairly given : For Ignua- 
tius tes faid"in the preceding ER .. wa 
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0 AYν THy d v — Wogrooen, 6 i „ * 5 eee : 
Epiſt. Gen. II. Voſhi Ed. p. 244. [ 
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4 4 UT, Ep. ad Magueſ. If. Voſ, Ed. p- 35. 
[ Ep. interpol. ad Magnef. II. Voſſi Edit. p. 140. Kara r 
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F- That the P Epe of God. —_ were —— e 
Z  Chrift;liv'd according to Chriſt x, proceeds. thus, 
. . therefore they ( 2 Prophets who 722 
ſed with old Things came to a Newneſs- f 
e gang AN xATE xupStur gen LO LO 
we live without him ꝶ So that if the 
N - Day be here intended by the W 
4 zap, then Ignatius ſuppos d that the Pro- 
phets who were before Chriſt obſerv d it, 8. 
ve are ſure they never did, if by he ö 
Day we are to underſtand the. Firft Day o 1 
+. And as — 1 y — uy Dn 
terpolation, I might eaſily be excus' ing 
any Notice of it; but would obſerve, 1s That 
the Jews us'd to call the Sabbath Ki ing . 
2. Fhat Archbiſhop Ufber's Edition is follow'd 
by thoſe who ſuppoſe the larger Epiſtles, which 
29̃0 under the Name of Ignatius, to be the ge- 
1 nuine Ones, and not the. ſmaller, and conſe- 
; 1 y read rea. c guru, not inſtead. of 
abbatizing, but after obſerving the Sabbath, 
let every Chriſtian keep as a Feſtival the Lords 
Day, Kc. ſo that Ignatius ſeems to prefer the 
ſeventh or Sabbath Day to the Firſt Day of the 
Week: Nor are the Citations from J in Mar- 
„ Zyr, Tertullian, or Clemens Alexandrinus, as far. 
adã⁊ss can obſerve, inconſiſtent with this Doctrine; | 
they might meet on Sunday, account it one of 
their chief Days, and not Faſt on it any more. 
1 r on . Sabbath, and yet only obiacye. | it as 
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1 IG Lightfoor 5 Works, Vol. 1. p. 218. 
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1 Fitival, and not neglect the Obſervation of 
the Sabbath; and, if either Athanaſius à or the 
Eccleſiaſticai Hiſtorian” Socrates F, are to be 
credited, the Sabbath was certainly obſerv'd in 

the fourth Century, and, as the latter informs 
us, The lah Myſteries were celebrated on it 
every Week, by almoſt all the Churches 8 

© pur the: whole Work 2 thoſe Rome 
and Alexandria: all the Cuft 


7 *T " * 4 
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mentioned by 'Fuft * 1 40 Tem 


then u the Church, are far from being n 
as api/tolical; witneſs, The mixing Vater with 
TH xe in the Euchariſt, and The Euabariſt s be- 
1 ing ent to Perſons in their own Houſes, Gc. 
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Homil. de Semente, fol. p. 1060. | 

1a 5. eap. 22. "Tov que ah —— 3 ape. 
asser, an matey iD ether terer eαναν Te uvrinu, Why AN- 
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I 3 n papers Kooks 
Ib ol the Fo conclafive- 
_ B . . and the I 
dility of grounding the Firſt a Sabbath on the Fourth 
| mandment, EY In Re serer produce by im fr 
. The Romiſh -TRANSUBSTANTIATION 


conſider d; Or, A plain, rational, and ſcriptural a 
Defence of the Exchartf, wherein all the Subelleſes ofthe Romiſh 
, Rm are duly examined ad conſuted. 


. Tho Seventh Day of dd Week the c- Sabbath. 


4 IV. The Seventh Day Sabbath farther vindicared Or, A 

| Delonce of ſame Reflexions on Dr. Wright's Treatiſe on the re- 

1 . 9 ier Obſervation of the LORD's Day according to the 

= - WEE: Cirifien Sabbath, again the Exceptions 
ian 2 

ot Mr. Caleb Fleming. Fi 


V. A Second Defence of ſome Reflexions on Dr. Wright's © 
Trex on the religious Obſervation of the LORD's Day, &c. 
* 0_ the of Mr. Caleb Fleming, in which his Ex- 

cation of Gen. ii. 2, 3. is conſider'd and to be as incon- 

* ent as the Doctor's Explication of the Fourth Commandment; 
ER and the Seventh Day Sabbath is prov'd to oblige all Chriſtians on 
Peeitſlan Principles. | 
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